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Ill 
TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

THE 

EARL OF CHARLEMONT. 

My Lord, 

I HAVE not the honour of being 
known to your Lordfhip. — My fole 
reafon , then , for prefenting thefe 
volumes to you , arifcs from the 
refpecfc and efteem I have often 
heard the author of them profefs 
towards yQur Lordfhip's perfon and 
character. 

Upon reading the following pages 
to me one day, he Hopped at the 
end of a particular chapter, and 
expreffed himfelf thus : " Swift faid, 
That if there were but a dozen 

K * 



Arbuthnots in the world , he would 
burn his Gulliver. In like manner ," 
added he, "I declare, that if there 
were only as many Charlemonts in 
thefe kingdoms , I would alfo com- 
mit my * Primmer to the flames." 
So honourable a teftimony as this, 
fufficiently juftifies the preference 
with which I fubfcribe myfelf , on 
this occalioti , your Lordftrip's 

Moft humble 

atod obedient fervant, 



THE EDITOR. 



•Tfcif artkft wilt unfold itfelf in due time. 



▼ 
a 



THE 

EDITOR 



TO THE 



HEADER. 



J. HERE prefent the public with the re- 
mains of an author, who has long en- 
tertained and amufed them , and who has 
been the fubject both of applaufe and cen- 
fare— himfelf equally regardlefs of both.— 
He. was a fecond Demooritus , who fported 
his opinions freely » juft as his philofophy , 
or his fancy, led the way: and as he in* 
fiilled no profligate principle , nor foli cit- 
ed any loofe defire , the worft that ooiild 
poffibly be faid , of the very worft part • 
-of his writings, might be only, that they 
were as indecent, but as innocent at the 
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fame time , as the fprawling of an infant 
on the floor. 

And I fhall give you here his own fenti- 
ments about this matter, which I have 
taken, cjc ore Juo 9 from one of the fol- 
lowing pages.— 

" And I , who am m yfelf a perfect philo- 
fopher of the French fchool, whofe motto 
is Hide , Ji Japis , do affirm, that writings 
which divert or exhilarate the mind , 
though ever fo arch or free, provided the/ 
appear to have no other fcope, ought not 
to be reprehended with too methodijiical 
a fererity— while thofe, indeed, cannot 
be too loudly anathematized, which aim 
directly , or even with the mofi remote 
obliquity, agaiuH any one principle of 
honour , morals , or religion V 

Thefe notes were defigned by the au- 
thor, to frame a larger work from than 
the prefent , to be poblifhed after he Chonld 

* See this Volume chap. Xt 
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find hirafelf— or the public— tired of the 
fportive incoherence of his former vo- 
lumes:— but his untimely and unexpected 
death prevented him from digefting and 
completing this fcheme. 

Thefe fheets had been put into my hands 
fome time before this unhappy event , to 
correct or cancel , as I fhould think pro- 
per, and he left them with me, on his 
deathbed, to difpofe of after what manner 
I might choofe— either to be kept among 
my mifcellaneous papers, for my own 
ainufement, or publifhed to the world 4 
or thrown into the fire.— His exprellion 
to me , upon that affecting occafion , was 
equally elegant and flattering— 

Et dixit moriens — Te nunc kabet ifta 
Jecundum, 

I imagined , that any tract of this au- 
thor, efpecially into which he transfufes 
fo much of his very foul , might afford fome 
entertainment to the public; and I have, 
therefore, committed thefe incorrect pieces, 
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and unfinirhed fketches , to the prefs , 
without attempting to make any manner 
of addition or alteration in them, except 
the leaving out of Tome paftages , that were 
either unintelligible^- or too plain. 

And if there fhould yet appear to have 
remained tone other particulars, which 
the fcrupulons reader may think to have 
seeded the farther nfe of thejlyle, I am 
very certain that he will meet with fuf- 
ficient matter, in the reft of the work, to 
make the author's apology, and to ferve 
alfo as a juftificarion of 



THE EDITOR. 
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A 

PRIVATE LETTER 

PROM 

THE AUTHOR to THE EDITOR. 
TO ONE IN A MILLION. 

My very good Friend , 

1 AM juft returned from huntirjg o'er thi 
hills and far, away; and as my manner 
has ever been, whether riding, walking, 
fkating , fwimming , or boating — and I 
dare venture to hold a wager that it would 
be the fame if I was flying— to revolve 
thofe fubjects in my mind, which I pur* 
pofe, at any time of my life, to difcufs 
in writing, your requeft to me lately has 
occupied my whole thoughts all this morn* 
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ing. Experieris non Dianam magis i 
montibus, quam Minervam inerrare, i 
Pliny fays. 

In fuch a memoiring and memorabi 
age as this, why not write my own m< 
moirs ? vexatus toties. I have gone throug 
a multitude of novels within thefe fei 
years paft, and have attended, with mo 
exemplary patience and perfeverance 
chapter after chapter , in hope that th 
next anecdote might poffibly make m 
fome amends for the dullnefs of the formei 
In vain ! Modern novelifts feem to be dc 
ficient , even in invention. We forgive tfcer 
their total want of language, Ayle, mo 
ral , character or fentiment. 

My feries of life has happily faved m 
the entire labour of conception. For th 
mere literal narrative of my adventures 
from the moment I was uncafed from nr 
firft envelope, till the inftantlfhall efoap 
from this fecond caul — for the context am 
complexion of my paft life will probablj 
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form the weft and hue of my future—-— 
would amufe and intereft my readers , 
though recited in the fimpl icily of my nurfe, 
the ftupidity of my pedagogues , or the 
tedioufnefs of modern memoirifis ; who 
may be faid , according to Arifto tie's figure, 
ftyled Paronomafia, to write more pour 
Faint , than Fame, For I take neceffity to 
be a mufe that's fairly worth the Nine, 
and literary Fame to be lineally derived 
from Fames. 

Largitor ingenii venter* 

Pray don't be alarmed at the word Ko- 
ran 9 which I hare chofen to make the 
title of thefe papers. I am not turned Muf- 
fulman ; but I hate appropriated names , be- 
caufe they reft rain the language too much, 
and are apt to lead to fuperftition. And 
I fee no reafon why my vifions and va- 
garies have not as good a right to be called 
Al Koran, or The Koran , as the inven* 
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tions and impofitions of Mahomet; which 
were filled fo , merely as being a collec- 
tion of chapters— fox fo the word in Arabie 
fignifies. ^ 

But to proceed^— 
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THE KORAN. 
CHAP. I. 

THE CHANCE-MEDLEr. 

AS I am , at length and long-run, fafely 
delivered into the world , and fairly enter- 
ed into life, I think it high time now to 
give you fome account of myfelf— fojpften 
promifed , and fo long delayed— which I 
fhall do, in as few words as the natme 
of the fubject, and the writer of it, will 
permit. Hie vir 9 hie */?, tibi quern pro* 
mitti faepius audit, 

I was really born — no doubt on't : for. 
if I had not, I fhould never have pre- 
tended to fay fo — But fir ft let me account 
for myfelf, in the character I at prefent 
Hand before you, as an author — which I 
never intended— nor indeed was ever in- 
tended— »to be. I happened to become one 
by mere chance. 
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Chance has ever been my fate. My fa- 
ther never defigned me any manner of 
education. He was a brave Jbldier , and 
defpifed it. What a power of courage he 
- muft have had! So I learned to read and 
write , by chance. I miched once to fchool, 
and picked up a little literature , by chance. 
I never meant to marry, and yet it was 
my luck to get a wife. 1 never had any 
patron, but was provided for "by fortune* 
Chance, Luck , and Fortune , then , hare 
been my Clotho, Atrqpos % and Lachefij— . 
and fo, I have aflumed the cognomen of 

Tria juncta in uno which is another 

ohance alfo ; as I never once thought of 
fuch a derivation , before this very infLant. 
But how an .author by chance, prithee? 
—I'll .tell you., if you'll have but a little 
patience. 

CHAP. II. 

THE CRITICAL REVIEWERS. 

X HIS method of dividing a fubject .fit- 
to chapters , is an admirable expedient 
for your pennyworth wits, and your two- 
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penny readers. It ferves as retting paufes 
to both. 

Divifumjic breve fiet opus* 

The Bible itfelf might , perhaps , to Come, 
appear tedious , if it was not for the com- 
fortable relief of chapters. 

Befides,,the intervals, or white lines, 
as the printers fiyle them, help to fwell 
the volume like a bladder; or may be 
compared to an article of potted faw-dufi 
in a bill of fare , which helps to cover a 
table, though it adds nothing to the feafi. 

Here now I expect that my old acquaint- 
ance the va- critical Reviewers will be 
apt to remark upon this paflTage , that thefe 
fpaoes are the raoft valuable parts of my . 
books , as a blank is better than a blot at 
any time, with other infipidities of the 
fame fort. 

But let them prate ; for I have long fince 
brought myfelf to be very well able to 
bear with them , by becoming regardlefs 
equally of their applaufe or cenfure. True 
critics , like hawks , hunt for pleafure ; but 
the Reviewers, like vultures, only fir 
.Prey. 

The Koran. Vol. J. £ 



.1$ The KORAN, 

And, for thisreafon, I don't think that 
one fhould be too fevere againft the poor 
devils neither. They ought rather to be- 
come the object of our pity than refent- 
naant , who , like hangmen , are obliged 
to execute for bread. And it fhould there* 
fore be a confiderable advantage to a work, 
to have received their cenfure — for an au- 
thor may fet what price he pleafes an a 
book that has been condemned to be burnt 
by the hands of the common hangman. 

CHAP. III. - 

THE UNCLE.* 

I THINK I promifed in my fixft chapter, 
to give you my authority in literature. 
Thus it was — 

I happened to have an uncle once, whe* 
was a minifter of the gofpel , but his only 
ftudy was politics. He had a laudable am- 
bition to rife in life. Religion is undoub- 
tedly aneceifary qualification for that pur- 
pose in the next world— but ii not fufR* 
eient to help us forward in this. 

He took care, therefore, juft to get. the 
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thirty-nine articles by heart, to enable 
him to ftand an examination of faith oft 
the day of judgment — not attending to the 
good old faying , Live and learn , die and 
forget all: but his maxims were , not to 
go, while you flay —to live whilfi you live; 
for at the hour of death 9 fufficient to that 
d<ay will be the evil thereof 

In profecution then of his fcheme of life , 
he wrote and publifhed feveral party pa- 
pers , during the reign of Sir Robert Wal- 
pole , in favour of his miniftry — but Mam* 
mon left him in the lurch. They produced 
no effect toward his advancement. — They 
were poorly written. — Parfons generally 
write ill , even upon their own fubjects. 

He might better have employed himfelf, 
in faying his prayers— for, in thisfervice, 
whatever is well meant, is well received, 
though ever fo ill performed : but , in the 
other cafe , whatever is well executed 
only, is well accepted of, however ill 
intended.— -This mortified our divine. 

Juft at this crifis I happened to return 
into the country , after having quitted col- 
lege, and brought home fome little cha« 

B 9 
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lacter from the univerfity for parts and 
learning. 

But I am hurrying the reader on too 
ffaft. My flock is fmall, and needs'oecono- 
rny. So I think that I have now wrote 
enough for tbii chapter— and , in the ftyle 
ofafermon, I fhall leave you to confider 
of what has been faid , and defer the re- 
mainder to another opportunity. 

CHAR IV. 

ON MURDER. 

JT OR my own part, I have not the leaft 
notion how any man-— or woman either— 
can bring themfelves to commit murder— 
except , indeed , it happened to be on the 
body of a brother, a friend, a miftrefs, 
or fome other fuch fond and dear connex- 
ion as thefe. 

Human nature revolts at the very idea: 
infomucb, that I know not what temp- 
tations can induce any perfon to be guilty 
of fuch a crime — for temptation comes 
from nature, whofe ftrongeft propenfityis 
the very reverfe of it. This vice then mufi 
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certainly arife from provocation only — be- 
caufe provocation proceeds from tbe devil. 

Thus, reader, you may perceive— that 
is, fuppofing you to have been attentive 
to what I am faying all this while , that 
I have here made a nice diftinction of it, 
between the flefk and the devil— — Pray 
now , pleafe you to obferve the confe- 
quence. 

The provocation then muft be of the 
high eft kind. This cannot arife from any 
indifferent perfon. They can never pro* 
vohe us fufficiently — A man— or woman 
•either — deferves to be hanged for killing 
fuch as thefe. No — A brother, a friend, 
a child, a wife, oramiftrefs, muft there- 
fore become the proper objects of our moft 
deadly refentment Ergo— 

The application of this argument ill fome 
-other chapter. 

CHAP. V. 

THE MINISTERIAL WRITER. 

JYLy uncle then employed me to write a 
pamphlet, in defence of the minifiry— 
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not ofthegofpel. I obeyed his commands, 
and put the manuscript into his hands; 
which he carried forthwith in his own name 
to Sir Robert. 

He approved of it; 'twas fent to the 
prefs, and procured the parfon preferment 
—but prevented his own— for it kept the 
knight out of the Houfe of Lords for the 
remainder of that feptennial. 

The method I ufed in that pamphlet 
was this — I collected together every thing 
that had been ever objected againft the 
minifier , from his firft entering into office 
till that time, and ipfedixited every ar- 
ticle of it point blanc % in the negative — 
from, my own certain -knowledge and other 
fufficient authority — Affirmed myfelf to 
be no courtier , nor even acquainted with • 
one ; but to be a mere country gentle- 
man , of an independent fortune, who had * 
never before troubled his head about par- 
ty difputes y vulgarly ftyled politics — but. 
Chocked at the licentioufnefs of the times , 
had entered a volunteer in the fervice o£ 
my king, my country, and the fuppert 
of minifterial virtue and integrity. 

I affirmed, that the high price of pro* 
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viGons, fo loudly complained of, arofe 
from the riches and affluence flowing daily 
into the kingdom , under the aufpices -of 
our minifter— and that the accumulation 
of taxes , like the rifing of rents, was the 
fureft token of a nation's thriving — that 
the dearnefs of markets , with thefe new 
impofis of government , neceffarily doubled 
induftry — and that an increafe of this na- 
tural kind of manufacture , was adding 
to the capital flock of the Commonwealth* 

I lamented the fatal effects to be ap- 
prehended from all thefe heats, animo- 
fities , and revilings , which , I faid , I had 
good reafon to affirm , were but a method 
of acting and inftilling treafbn under coveT 
—for that, whenever the minifter was 
abufed , the king was attacked. 

So, profligate parfons, whenever they 
fall into deteftation or contempt , inveigh 
againft the impiety of the times, and 
charge the fcandal and reproach they havje 
themfelves induced upon their function > 
to the atheifm of the laity. 

This book of mine has been the codex % 
or ars politico , of ail the minifterial fy* 
eophants ever fince that aera— for I hare 
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fcarcely met with a paragraph in any of 
the ftate- hireling writers , for many years 
paft, that I could not trace fairly back to 
my own code. 

CHAP. VI. 

ORIGIN OF UNCLE TOBY. 

•1 HE income of my uncle's new bene- 
fice was confiderable; and I thought that 
I had fome claim to part of the emolu- 
ments of it. I was araufed with hope for 
feveral years ; during which time he con- 
trived to get fome other ufeful jobs out of 
me — But my good uncle was a courtier, 
as I told you before— He promifed, and 
performed , like one. 
' This difappointment , this ingratitude, 
provoked my refentment to the high eft 
degree — Here read the penultima chapter 
over again , and I'll wait for you. 
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However, this incident happened after- 
wards to turn out a good deal to my own 
advantage. — If I can help others to live 
by my wits, faid I to myfelf, one day 
that I happened to be in areafonfag mood, 
what a fool muft I be, not to endeavour 
Ao manufacture them a little toward my 
own profit? 

I had been juft then priefied — I wrote 
a fermon, preached and publifhed it— 
But I hare to tell a fiory twice, aa much 
as others do to hear one. 

I then formed the defign of writing my 
own memoirs-t-Why not? Every French 
enfign does the fame. Ifwe*arenot of fuffi- 
eient conference to the world, we cer- 
. tainly are fa to ourfelves. We feel our 
own felf-importance— and how natural if 
it to exprefc one's feelings! 

In order to embellifh this work, I drew 
a fketch of my uncle's character.— It was 
bitter enough , to fay the truth of it — for 
truth it was — But happening to fhew this 
trait to fome of my friends , they repre- 
hended me for it. — Parfons, faid they,/ 
God knows, have enemies enough already 
—they need not (lander one another. 

The Koran. Vol. L C 
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No man brooks chiding better— nor caa 
I long harbour refentment. I hare no ini- 
micalityin my nature — my blood is milk* 
and curdles at another's wo— I had forgi* 
Ten the man long before ; and it was more 
out of humour, than malite , that I had 
*been tempted, not provoked > to introduce 
him on the fcene. 

I immediately changed my purpofe.— 
But , as this defalcation had left an hiatus 
deflendus in my piece— for they are all but 
pieces— I fupplied the chafm of this dra- 
N matts perfonae , by an imaginary uncle 
Tohy+ already fufficiently known to the 
world. 

Many years before this latter aera, I 
happened to fall into matrimony — Sed 
ehartae jfS&iff— The nrodeft reader, and I 
defire no other, will Purely fuffer me to 
draw the curtain here.— And fo fiaifhes 
the fixth chapter. 
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CHAP. VII. 
L E F E V R E. 

AND now it is full time to commence a 
new one — But I am again precipitating mat- 
ters and things too haftily.— I was always 
giddy. — The reader muft have time allow* 
. ed him for digeftion— let us take up my 
ftory a little higher. 

My father was an Englifhmaa * and had 
a command in the army. He was Rationed 
in Ireland at the time of my birth , which 
happened— I forget what year*— in the city 
•f Clonmel. — I remained in that kingdom, 
till 1 was about twelve years old— and 
there I received the firft rudiments of li- 
terature , from the kindnek and humanity 
of a lieutenant , who was- in the fame corps 
with my father*— his name was Le Fevre. 
But, indeed 9 I owe infinitely more to 
him than my Latin grammar. It was he that 
taught me the Grammar of Virtue— »It was 
this moft excellent perfoti who heft infill- 
led into my mind the principles— not o£ 
a Parfen— but of a Divine — It was he who 
imbued my foul with humanity, beneve- 
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lence , and charity— It was he who infpir- 
ed me with that vibration for the diftref- 
fes of mankind , 

"Which, like the needle true, 
•'Turns at the touch of others wo, 
•'And, turning, trembles too."* 

•—It was he who inftructed me , that tem- 
perance is the beft fource of charity.— 'Tis 
in this fenfe only, that it fhould erer be 
faid to begin at home— Readers , throw 
your gouts , your cholics , your fcurvies , 
to the poor. 

—It was he who furnifhed me with this 
admirable hint to charity — that the more 
a per/on wants, the lefs will do him good* 
—It was he who foftened my nature to 
that tender fenfibility , and fond fympatby , 
which have created the principal pains 
and -plea Cures of my life ; and which will, 
.1 truft in God, infure the latter, in the - 
next, without its alloy— Amen! 

This good man has been long dead; 
and, in i grateful honour of his memory, I 
have mentioned his name in another place 

* Mrs. Greville's Ode.* 
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— 'Twas all I could! — I would have pluck- 
ed a nettle from his grave , had I feea 
one ever grow there— For furely there 
was nothing, either in the humours of his 
body, or the temperament of his mind, 
that luch a noli me tang ere weed could 
be nourifhed by , or emblematic, of.—- 

CHAP. VIII. 

A DIGRESSION ON WIT. . 

A^HAT is Wit?—'TU not a manu- 
facture— it is not to be wrought out of the 
mind, by dint of fiudy and labour, as 
fenfe, reafon, and. fcience are— Ideas, 
with the very words fitted to them , ready 
cut and dry , come bounce all complete 
together into the brain , without the leaft 
manner of reflection. 

Even I have fo me times faid things with* 
out defign, unconfeious of any kind of wit 
in them myfelf, till the found of the words 
has Alarmed my own ears, or made others 
to prick up theirs. If wit had been hang- 
ing matter — and fo it might, for any great 
harm it would do— I fhould then have in- 
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curred the penalty of a fort of chance- 
medley treafon. It would have required 
time and thought to have exprefled myfelf 
worfe — or according to law — upon fuch 
oecafions. 

What is the reafon , that between two 
perfons, of equal fenfe and learning, an 
Imagery fhall generally ftrike the one , and 
never tie other? — That upon viewing a 
green field , flocked with new fhorn fheep , 
one man fhall fee nothing there but grafs 
and mutton, and that another fhaJWe* 
femble it to a tanfey ftuck with almonds ? 
That one perfon fhall plainly fay /of 
a fine day in winter, that the fun fhines, 
but does not warm— while another fhall , 
at the fame infiant, compare it to a je- 
wel , at once both bright and cold? etc. 
1 Thus , you fee , that wit is only a double 
entendre. 

— What pity 'tis , ladies , that double en* 
ttndres are not always wit alfo ?— 

Kay , the prudifh Cowley has , unlucki- 
ly for us, made them one of the negative 
definitions of it : 

"Much le(s can that have any place, 
u At which a virgin hides her face— 
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** Such drofs the fire mutt* purge away. 

'Tis juft 
*« Tlie writer blulh , whene'er the reader 

mufi." 



CHAP. IX. 

WHETHER I MYSELF HAVE 
WIT. 

1HIS point has been queftioned by feme 
—One Biographer Triglypk , calls me an 
ttnomaious f heter otitic writer — words, by 
the by, that fignify the fame thing;— fays, 
that I haw more Jauce than pig, *etc— 
They allow me oddnefe, originality, and 
humour— -but deny me wit. 

If by this expreflion they mean epi* 
grammatic point , perhaps I may have but 
little of it.— But, let wit btjauce, accord- 
ing to good Matter Triglyph— Muft fauces 
always be poignant ? — Is not that efteemed 
the beft cookery, where the ingredients 
are fo equally blende^ , that no one parti- 
cular flavour predominates upon the pa* 

* The Triumvirate, the preface. 
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late ?— Decayed appetites only require the 
fbarper f^afonings. 

They grant me humour, originality , and 
defcription.— » What then is wit, if thefe 
articles do not comprehend it ? — And if it 
is any thing elfe , how little neceffaiy nuft 
it be, where thefe already are? 

The ancients ftyled wit ittgenium— ca» 
parity, invention, powers.— Martial was 
the firft perfon who reduced it to a point 
*~and too many of the writings , fiaee that 
aera, of the faux brilliant*, have been 
lb very eager , that they have almoft/tf* 
*ne y s teeth on edge. 

So far I am eafy on this fcore - % whether 
they allow me wit, or no. 

CHAP. X. 

OF WIT, IN MORALS. 

I FORMERLY ufed to prefer Pliny's 
Epifties, and Seneca's Morals, before Ci- 
cero's writings of both kinds— -becaufe of 
the point) of wit , an4 quaint turns , in the> 
former. — I remember , when I thought Ho- 
race and Catullus flat and infipid — but it 
was when I admired Martial *nd Cowley. 
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Plain meats, fimply drefled, are cer« 
tainly more wholefome food , than highee 
cooked repafts.— But one who bas indulg- 
ed , or rather depraved , bis appetite , 
with the latter viands , cannot , without dif- 
ficulty , recover iiis natural relifh fox the 
former.— We are juft in the fame circum* 
fiances in literature. 

The fport of fancy , and a play of words, 
may have , perhaps , this effect , to fix the 
tentiment more ftrongly in the mind— >bu$ 
I fcldom found that they earned their ufea 
farther— 

Flay round the head, but eater not the 
heart* 

Strong phrafes , and opposition of terms * 
may ftore the common place of memory 
with apt fentiments, which may help a 
perfon to fhine in writing, or converfa* 
Hon ; but this wants the true fplendour of 
learning , the temperato ufu : while found 
fenfe and reafon , more plainly expreued , 
operates upon us in the nature of an al- 
terative medicine— .flow , bat fare. 

And though, by degrees , we bound with 
vigour not our own ; yet , sot being able 
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directly to impute our firength to any foreign 
affiftanoe , we are apt to cherifh that fenfe 
and virtue , which we by this means ac- 
quire , as we do the heirs of our own 
loins— while thofe acquifitions we make, 
by the help of remembered wit only, 
are received into the heart as coldly as an 
adoption, 

I find myfelf moralising here, fomc- 
what in the rery ftyle I have been re* 
prehendiog — but I have not (trained my 
pen— for, when -we condemn a fault— to 
carry on the vein— we fhould endeavour 
to make, an example of it. — And it may 
be applied to me, what was faid of Jere- 
my, in Love for Love, "that he was de- 
claiming agatnft wit with all the wit he 
could mufter." 

But witty I am henceforth refohed to 
be for the reft of my life.— .Lord , Sir, 
refolution is a powerful thing ; it has ren- 
dered many a coward brave , and a few 
women oha&e.— Let us try now , whether 
this fame miraculous faculty cannot make 
one parfon witty-r->far a wonder. 
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CHAP. XI. 

TR1GLVPH AND TRISTRAM 
COMPARED. 

OUT the author of the Triumvirate is 
ftill more ferere on me, on account of 
fome free paflages in my works—— Call 
them not my works , but my /ports only 
— — and pleafe to let Matter Triglyph 
know, that I was not writing treatUes on 
morals , or lectures on religion , at that 
time— I wrote entirely for the benefit of 
my own health , and that of my readers 
alfo. 

Bacon , in his hiftoria vitae^ et mortis , 
recommends cheerful and light writings to 
be read, for life and death— and I will 
actually get them inferted among the ma-> 
teria medica 9 in the next edition of the 
London Difpenfatory.— Why fhould we 
find fault with the archnefs of any paflage, 
that contributes towards fo falutary a pur- 
pofe ? what freedoms are not furgeons ob- 
liged often to ufe, particularly in obfte- 
trics— for the health or fafety of the chafieft 
maid or matron? 
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Same other philosopher recommends hae 
nugae too for the relief of the mind. 

— — Litfus animo debent aliquando dari , 
• Ad cagitandum melior ut redeat Jibu 

And I Y who am myfelf a perfect phi* 
lofopher of the French School, whofe motto, 
if, Ride % jij lapis , do affirm, that writings 
which divert or exhilarate the mind, 
though ever fo arch or free , provided they 
appear to have no other fcope, ought not 
to be reprehended with too methodiflical 
a feverity — while tbofe indeed cannot be 
too loudly anathematized, which aim di«. 
rectly , or even with the moft remote ob- 
liquity, againft any one principle of hon* 
our, morals, or religion* 

But prithee, ladies, is not Triglyph full 
€ls arch and free as Triftram ? — I fhall not 
take the pains to collate the feveral paf- 
fages together — nor, like friend Kidgel, 
reveal, while I expofe — But is not his 
LXXXVIIIth chapter un chef d*oeuvre in. 
this way? 

He therein mentions the accidental view 
of a fine woman -Jtark-aaked— —indeed 
lie neither describes her perfon, her limbs , 
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licr complexion 9 nor makes ufe of any one 
loo fa idea , or indecent expreffion — —Bet- 
ter he had— —for then, the offence would 
have ended there— But how is the reader's 
imagination inflamed, and his paffions 
emored , by fympatby , with thofe effects 
which the fpectater tells yon this object 
had upon his own fenfes and fenfations ?. 
To be able thus to raife a* fmile , with* 
out a blufh, and to provoke defire with- 
out offending decency , is an art , good Ma- 
fter Triglyph , that is capable Of uneaten* 
dering a faint. 

Sedley has that prevailing, gentle art , eta 

But I do not deny the man his merits ,. 
as he has alfo the candour not to refute 
me mine— for though we are both great 
rivals, it is in a fentiment that ought to 
make us the greater friends — We Teem 
equally to wifh , and moft fervently pray , 
for "Glory to God in the higheft, and 
on earth peace, good-will towards men." 
Amen ! 

But to proceed — — 
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CHAP. XII. 
THE A B 1 G A I L. 

W HEN I was about twelve years old , 
as I told you before , my father aod mother 
returned into England, and brought me 
over with them : I was then placed at a 
regular fchool — at my own mod earn eft in- 
fiance, threatening, if refuted, to enlift 
my f elf among the Broiling gypfies, to pur- 
chafe any knowledge 9 at any rate 

From whence I was, in due time, trans- 
ferred to the univerfity. 

I need not trouble you herewith a par- 
ticular account of my education— the be- 
nefits of it are fufficiently apparent in my 
writings — — Let your works, not your 

words , prove you , fays fomebody if 

not, I fay v fo myfelf. So that my life is 

i all that the reader has any right to call 
upon me for here. 

In that large field, then, I was frrft en- 
tered by my mother's maid — Tljis was no 

flip of mine — the backsliding was all her 
own— — Alas! what wit had I? — And for 
this faux pas it b needled to make any 
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manner of apology— Mew muft be initiated 
in the myfteries of iniquity , in order the 
more fafely to purfue the paths of vir- 
tue — 

AnoSif you will not take my word for 
ft , becaufe I am a Chriftian , liften to what 
Terence, who was a notorious Heathen, 
fays upon this fubject : 

Id rero eft , quod ego mihj, puto pal- 

raarium , 
Me reperifle quomodo adolefcentulus 
Meretricum ingenia, et mores, poffet 

nofcere , 
Mature ut cum cogndrit, perpetuo 
oderiu 

Sun, 

I happened to marry fome time after, 
and communicated my experience to my 
mitt-r—foe nothing Imath , etc* 

It would, I think, be highly improper 
in me to add one Sentence more to fuck 
a chapter as this. 
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CHAP. XHI. 
ON LITERAL MODESTY. 

A S the world Teems not to be charitably 
enough inclined to give me exedit for the 
, jmerit of the above title , it forces m« here 
to break through the very rules of it , in 
order to point out thofe inftances where I 
happen to afford any rare fpecimen of my 
bienfeanee. 
The clofe of my la ft chapter is a remark- 

able example of this kind. With what 

becoming decency did I drop the curtain , 
in that fcehe ! According ta the rule of Ho- 
race , 

— --Non tamen intus 

Digna geri, promes in fcenam\ 

And yet I have read Meurfius, Aufo- 
ntus , and Martinus Scribleius t I afore 
you— which I think I may confefs the more 
freely , as you may perceive that I am 
not a bit the worfe for fuch dangerous 
precedents. 

A word by the by,-— — — Precedents 
ate the band and difgrace of legiflature« 
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—-They are not wanted, to juftify right 
meafures, — are abfolutely infufficient to 
excufe wrong ones— •—-They can only be 
ufeful to heralds , dancing-mailers , and 
gentlemen. ufhers— — becaufe, in thefe de- 
partments, neither reafon, virtue, nor the 
falus populi, or Juprema lex t can have 
any operation. 

Another infiance of my reticence, is, 
that though I brought Terence upon the 
carpet , I did not quote that paflage from 
him , where he has the impudence to fay, 

Non efl flagitium, crede mihi, adolef- 

cent ulum 
Scortari, neque pot are. 

Adexph. 

Which, though, in reality, notfpoken 
in the mere dictionary fenfe of the words, 
might have , however, been made a finifter 
life of, had I bad any of that profligate 
turn of mind, that has, fometimes, been 
fo unfairly imputed to me. 

I love a joke; I don't deny it — and 
whether 'tis a black or a white one, I own 
that I do not always wait to examine. 
But what does this fxgnify? Abler perfons 

The Koran. VoL /. XI 
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than I often take things in the lump ,-»- 
and, provided we are but pleated, me- 
thinks it is being rather more nice than 
wife , to confider through what medium. 
But then, I think it no joke, t6 debauch 
or corrupt another perfon's mind or prin* 
•iples. — Charge this upon me who can. 

CHAP. XIV. 
ON LIBERAL MODESTO 

JL/O you comprehend the distinction of 
this title? for I am no definhioner. 

AiSuq hk ayxfyj is an expreffion of 
He God's. Horace calls it pudor malus , and 
the French fay mauvaife honte. By all 
which terms is meant, that kind of bafh- 
fulnefs which is obferved in young perfons 
of the bed parts and merit, on their tuft 
entrance into life , or mixing with the 
world ; and which many people are never 
after able to fhahe off. 

Tfcis fort of modefty is faid tVbe highly 
commendable, and a token of hopeful 
pre Cage in youth. For my part, I cannot 
£ee why— Is it not an advantage to be in 
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ed , or converted , at perfect eafe , among 
perfonsof the higheft rank or genius— a *d 
fhould be as much arhamed of keeping a 
xeferve over whatever little wit or parts 
I am poffefled of, before people of fupe- 
riour talents, as I fhould be of (linking in- 
to " a flut's corner " of the room , becaufe 
there happened to be a taller or an hand* 
Comer man in company. 

CHAP. XV. 
THE CARDINAL VIRTUES. 

WELL, reader— whether you be male 
or female— methinks I have proved myfelf 
man enough for you now : and what would 
you have more? You have no right to 
expect any extraordinary adventures , or 
critical fituations, in the life of a fickly, 
home-bred, married, country parfon. 

I have, indeed , had fome — fay many — 
connexions, with certain anecdotes, or 
private memoirs, relative to others, that 
would moft highly entertain you ; and I . 
■think I was never in a better humour for 
telling a ftory in my life, than I happen 



Tm KORAN, 45 

to be at this very inftant. But my heart fails 
me. Laugh at me as much as you pleafe , 
and welcome— but I fhallnever make yon 
merry "at the expenfe of friends." . 

With regard to myfelf , I have been ever 
a thinking— aad who would think it?— ra- 
ther than an active being. My mind indeed 
has been an Errant Knight , but my body 
only a fimple Squire — and it has been fo 
barafled, and chivalried with the wander- 
ings and the wind-mills of its m after, that 
it has long wifhed to quit the fervice— 
frequently crying out, with Sancho, "a 
biefltng on his heart who firft invented 
deep." 

However, notwithstanding the natural 
indolence of this fame body of me, I have 
contrived to fulfil, completely, all the 
chacacteriftics of man — which fome philo* 
fopher fpecifies to be thefe lour- 
To build an boufe— 
To raife a tree— 
. To write a book— 

And 
To get a child.— 

Thefe four cardinal virtues » then, bare 
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I already moft religioufly perfbrmed^fo 
as to be able, according to the moral of 
the ftory of Protogeues and Apelles , told 
hy Prior, 1 

"•'In life's vifit to leave my name.*' 

Thefe are , all of them , believe me > 
fttrb.Jacer.— very pleafant operations : in- 
fomuch that I am really furprifed men do 
not perform every one of them oftener 
than they do. — They are all of them, 
moreover, works, the moft exprefsly imi- 
tative of creation. — 'Tis to~ bring order out 
of chaos , to elicit light from darknefs 9 
and to ornament and people the face of 
the earth. 

Go to — go to — ye. idle vagabonds of the 
world— 

Build houfes — 
Rear trees- 
Write books— *• 

And 
Get children-— 

Endeavour to leave Tome relative idea 
of yourfclves behind ye— fo that if pofte- 
xity fhould not happen to be tarry foe your 



The KOR AN, 47 

death , let them have Tome reafon at leaft 
to be forry that ye had not lived. 

CHAP. XVI. 
A LETTER. 

Madam » 

X CAN eafily perceive how much you 
were difappointed upon the clofe of my 
laft chapter.— You had reafon, I confefs~» 
to have expected fomelhing mote arch from 
me upon the fubject, than I have there 
treated you withal. 

"Quid tibi vis, mulier?" 

But I never pimp for others— and I hap- 
pened not to be in humour for a joke 
"of any colour" myfelf in that feet ion. 
I have laboured under a fevere fit of cholie 
and afthrna for fome time paft. This is 'a 
great reformer of manners. 

Nay, fo far have I carried my literal 
modefty in that chapter , that where I fpeak 
of the four characteristics of mankind , I 
comprehend them all under the phtlofo- 
phical term of Creation— without diftin* 
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guifhing the latter article, as I might very 
fairly have done , by the mechanical tech- 
nic of Pro-creation. No — in that paffage 
you fee I have kept quite clear both of 
Pro and Con. 

And again — where I come to mention 
this laft manoeuvre, I only make ufe of 
the general word £>*{ — inftead of intro- 
ducing the obftetrical one ot beget; which, 
may it pleafe your lad^fhip, would have 
pointed , you know , more directly ad rem. 
I am , Madam , etc. 

T. J. U. 

To the countefs of * * * *. 

CHAP. XVII. 

THE LAPSUS LINGUAE. 

Jt$UT , in general , I am not quite fo guard- 
ed—I mean with refpect to my expreul- 
ons only : — for words fometimes efcape me, 
without correfponding ideas. I happen un- 
fortunately to be infected with a certain 
peculiar phrafeology, which, in the hurry 
of fpeech , 1 can rarely command — and this 
makes me often appear to mean what may 
be very fas from my thoughts at the tune* 
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I have fomeiimes fcolded my fervants , 
and rated my wife and children , with all 
imaginable ferioufnefs— and when I have 
been Chocked at their appearing to tremble 
too much under the terrours of my wrath , 
think what a mortification it mull have 
been— *• to a man in a paflion"— to per- 
ceive that their fides were only fhaking 
with laughter, at Tome odd image , or ridi*. 
culbus expreffion I had Brack out, at a 
heat, unawares.. 

The fame cannon-ballthat took off Mare* 
fchal Turenne's head , carried away one 
of General St. Hil aire's arms.— His Ton 
Handing by, burft into a paflion of grief 
at his father's misfortune ; who reproved 
him, faying, "Weep not, my child, foe 
me — bnt for him" 

The generous concern, and noblenef* 
of fentiment, with which that brave man 
muft have been affected' at that inftant, 
were To powerful over my nerves, that 
it "made my heart move within me like 
the found of a trumpet *." 

* So Sir Philip Sidney lays of himfelf , when* 
ever he heard the ballad of Percy and Douglas* 

The Koran, Vol. J. E 
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I happened to repeat this ftory once 
in company, and it had its effect — till 
concluding it with t^efe words— "pointing 
to the namelefs corfe * with the only hand 
he had left" — they all fell a-laughing. I 
thought them brutes— but o\iickly recol- 
lecting myfelf, felt alhamed. ' 

Explaining the myftery of the redemp- 
tion once to a young templar, I happened 
to make an allufion , adapted to his own 
fcience , of the " levying a fbie , and fun*ef- v 
* ing a recovery ;" this fimile was repeated 
afterwards to* my difadvantage ; and I was 
deemed an infidel thenceforward. 

And why ? merely becaufe I am a merry* 
parfon, I fuppofe— for St. Patrick, the 
Irifh patron, becaufe he was a grave one, 
was canonized for illuftrating the Trinity 
by the comparison of a Shamrock **. 

* Sine nomine corpus. Virg. 
**Tkt trefoil, or Trois-fcaillt, 
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chap. xvm. 

TO T#E READER. 

XOU complain -—that is, I hope yon 
do — of the fhortnefs of my chapters — but, 
if you would have them longer , you muft 
take up with them duller. There are but 
few fubjects that can .afford .variety; enough 
to entertain yon through many pages* 

Therefore, in fteps the good old fay* 
irig, with great, propriety , here, that 
"two heads are hetter than one" — and 
my arguments, like t ho fe of Hydra, grow 
out of each other : as fail ' as I defpatch 
one , another Iprings up in its place. 

But never fear, my good readers, for I 
fhall make this work as long as I can, 
though not fo tedious as X might. I ufe no 
attorney arts to protract a.fuit; and wifh 
that the Frederic-code was to "obtain in 
literature as well as in law. 

You fhall certainly meet with fubject- 
matter fufficient for your money , in thefe 
volumes— but you will find them all under 
the head , or chapter , of/Aort caufes. t 

Few words among friends are b.eft , they 
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fay— fewer ftill between enemies , I fay — 
And you muft be one ot t'other of tbefe, 
believe me — fox I defy your indifference. 

CHAP. MX. 

ANOTHER MAN'S WIFE. 

ABOUT a year before I was married , I 
received the following moft extraordinary 
and interefiing letter— 



See chapter XV. paragraph c. 



Bat , as 1 was faying , what bnhnefs , 
now-a-days, fince the Reformation has ex- 
punged the good old practice otconfejpng 
out of out Ritual, can aparfon have with 

another man's wife? To fay that fhe 

tailed upon me in her difficulties , and that. 
1 relieved* her from want , and fuccoured 
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her in diftrefs— and that thefe very con- 
fiderations would have put it absolutely 
out of my power to have attempted her, 
bad I been ever To much a libertine— 
availed me not. The reply was &\\\—tkat 
Jne was another maris wife. 

So that * it teemfi % all wiyes. are to be 
treated like the queens of Spain — who, 
if they happen to tumble into a ditch ^ 
mu & be fuffered toJy ,* kicking and fprawl* 
ing there, for life, till their royal confort 
f hall be at leifure , or to difpofed , to go 
and. take them out of it. 

It is t death for any fubject to lay his pro- 
.fane finger on her Majejly. And as the 
-erqwndawyers have, not yet been able tb 
• determine in yvhaXpvint of her mob f acred 
per/on hex divinity refides., hands off from 
every part of her body, has been always 
.deemed the fafeft meafure. 

0«e jq£ Xh&te miferables offiate hap- 
pened once to be thrown from her palfrey 
on the pavement of the EfcuriaL Her 
royal foot ftuck in the fiirrup, and (ho 
was dragged round the area for a confi- 
derable time , her faithful equerry run- 
ning all the while by her fide, his bead 
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turned aver re, his arm ftretched out, and 
holding his hat between his thumb , in- 
<dex , and middle finger — —as dancing- 
-mafters teach you on 'a falute— over her 
y JMafrfiy>—4lU king Do*n was fummoned from 
council, to reftore this Jams Majefly to 
4ec*ncy again. She might, have loft her 
*Kfe by her minifterial magna chart* of 
^precedent.- 

This adventure of mine was the ftrft 
'thing that ever involved me in debt.! was 
-obliged *o 'borrow two hundred pounds 
beyond my own currency upon this occa- 
iion. I had no fufficient fecurity to proffer* 
But Captain Le Fey re happened luckily* 
<}uft then, to have fold out of the army — 
I mortgaged the JioryXa him, and he lent 
me the money. 

He was not a man to accept »of interefi , 
fo I made him a prefent. He loved reading 
much. A collection of, ingenious -and enter- 
taining papers , 'ftyled The World, hap- 
pened to be juft then collected together , 
And publifhed in four volumes. I fent them 
to him, with the folio Wing lines inforibed. 
They were the firft rhimes I have ever 
.attempted to tag in my life. 
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To Captain Lewis Le Fevre, 

For one who rafhly lent me cafh, 'tit fit 
That I fhould make a venture too in wit. 
In vain I through my pericranium fought : 
But having heard, that wit is bejl that's 

bought % 

1 fent to Dodfley's for theft prafents few, 

. To let all men know I am bound to you. 

Great Sawney wept that one world was no 

7 lore— . 

, How happier yon , who now may laugh at 

four! 

CH A P. XX. t 

EPIGRAM. 

JnLFT£R thai cheerful manner have, I hi- 
therto palled through life, difapp oint- 
ments, and j^ad. health — but not without 
fuffering many fevere ftrictures on my dif- 
fipation and unformality. The lightnefs of 
my manners has been reprehended often, 
though it arifes really from the weight of 
my philofophy. What is there in life that's 
worth a ferious thought ? And for the Came 
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reafon , from having conceived a better 
opinion of Providence than is generally 
?eputed orthodox > I have been fometimes 
deemed an infidel. 

Upon the prefent theological computa- 
tion, ten fouls muft be loft for one that's 
Caved. At which rate of reckoning , heaven 
canraifebut its cohorts* 9 while hell com- 
mands'its legions **. 'From which fad ac- 

' count it would appear, that though our 
Saviour had conquered death by the re- 

jurrection, he had not yet been able -to 
overcome Jin by the redemption. 

This furely muft be moSi damnable arith- 
metic. No— A0-~ I think , that if we fairly 
give him all tyrants, ufurers, murderers 
both of life and fame , your 'hypocrites » 
perjured lovers , and every premier upon 
record , except Sully, Waflfingham, and 
S trafford , who Jigned his own deathwar- 
rant, to Jove his king and country, we do 
as much for the devil ea he, in all eon" 



¥ A body of cnriy 500 me*. 
** A eerps »f soeo men. 
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fcbcnce , or your reverences for him , can 
in jtifiiet require '*, 

I happened to dine once with a friend 
ot mine. Wine was wanting. He Cent me 
to the cellar. It had been hewed out of a 
folid rock. At my return into the room , 
I wrote the following extempore card rb 
my hoft , and threw it acrofs the table : 

When Mofes ftruek the rock with rod 

divine," 
Cold Water flow'd-^*— -yova^B yields us 

gen'rous wine—' 
So at the marriage fcafl, the fcriptureteHs 

us, 
That water tora'-d to wine xejoic'd good 
fellows. 



* Hie quibus invifi fratres » dum vita mane- 
bat, 
FuKatusve parens , et frarts innexa clienti-; » 
Atft qui dividis foli inenbuftre repertis , 
Kec partem aoiuere fuis; feuae maxima. turba 

.a, 

Quique ob adulterium caeli, quique arma fc. 

cuti 
Impia , nee veriti dominorum fallcre dextras, 
Inclufi paentm ropectant. 
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Some years after this very harmlefs fport 
of fancy , thefe lines were quoted againft 
me, by a certain bifhop, as a proof that 
I neither believed one word of the Old 
TefUment, nor of the New. This flopped 
my preferment. I only fouled , and prefer- 
red my fe If —to him,— 

CHAP. XXL 

THE GOSPEL FOR THE DAT. 

SiNCE I am in for it , I'll tell you ano- 
ther excommunivable thing I did. Whether 
.before or after, I forget* It ji any matter 
which ? 

In the city of: — r— — •, the church wps 
repairing , and the corporation of that town 
had accommodated the parifh with their 
Tkolfcl, or town-houfe, as a chapel of eafe * 
for the time. There happened to have been 
an election. for that city not long before. 
Upon which mercantile occafion , the wor- 
fhipful mayor , aldermen*, etc. had notori- 
oufly---- You know how elections are 
ufually carried on, and what admirable 
fecurities thy are become, of late, for our 
lives , liberties , and properties ! 
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1 was among the congregation one Sun* 
day, when the gofpel for the day hap* 
pened to be taken out of the nineteenth 
chapter of St. Luke, where onr Saviour is 
laid to have driven the buyers and fellers 
out of the temple. An impetus of honeft 
indignation feizedme. I took out my pen- 
oil, and wrote the following bafty lines 
iob one of the pannels of the pew i Cat in. 

Whoever reads nineteenth of Luke , .be- 
lieves 

The fioufe of prayer was once a den of 
thieves— 

Now , by permifTion of our pious mayor. 

A den of thieves is made an houfe of 
prayer, ' 

I was ebferved. I happened to have be*A 
admitted a freeman in that corporation Come 
time before this incident ; and having been 
•detected in.the above Carcalra , the mayor 
had my name immediately ftruck out of 
the books., -ex officio merely— — withoat 
any manner of legal procefs or pretence. 

But here I had no reafon to complain. 
I had certainly , in this inftance , been guilty 
of an impiety againft the fraternity of this 
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Corporation — and they refented it like men 
1 am only furprifed at the infallibility 

■of your divines— — 

Among whom there are many pious eja- 
culafrors, who think that I ought to have 
Jbeen excommunicated long ago. However, 
I am fure that I am well enough entitled 
to be received a prieft, in the Perfian 
temples at \eaft — as all the initiated were 
obliged to pafs through a noviciate of re* 
proach and pain, to give, proof of their 

■ being free from paflfion, xefeatment, and 
impatience. 
_. I ajp in. the. fame predicament with Cato 

. the con for — —not in the feverity of his dif- 
cipline, I confeb— but in the particular p 
at leaft , of his having beenfourfcore times 
accufed. But he had the advantage of a 
fairer trial than ever I had-— —for h&was 
as often acquitted. 

God forgive them! But I forgive them 
their prayers, in teturn, on account of ah 
old proverb— Need I repeat it? 
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CHAP. XXII. 

TOLERATION-qk PERSECUTION. 

X WAS fpeaking of thefe things one day 
to Voltaire, and lie wifhed me joy of the 
great happinefs and advantages of living 
in a country, where fuch expreffions and 
allufions , which ignorance or malice might 
be capable' of confirning into treafon or 
blafphemy againft choTch or Aate, could 
efcape the Inquifition or Bafirle. 

He then put into my hand his treatife 
on Toleration, which had been but juft, 
publifhed. It is written , like all his works , 
with great fpirit, wit and learning, to prove, 
what no fool could ever yet difpute, that 
perfection, /or God's fake, is a mofi wick*' 
ed thing, and contrary to Reafon, Nature,, 
and Scripture.. 

It appears an extraordinary thing to me, 
that fince there is fuch a diabolical fpirit 
in the depravity of Human Nature, aa 
perfecution for difference of opinion in re- 
ligious tenets, there never happened to 
be any inquifition, any auto da fe* ', any 
erufadc, among the Pagans. 
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That during the ages of ignorance and 
barbarity, while the devil, as divines tell 
us , governed the Church , equivocated in 
their oracles, ordained impurities, and 
commanded human facrifices , brethren 
were* not fet againft brethren, nor nation 
ftgainft nation , in civil fury or in pious war. 
'But that, as-fbon as it had pie a fed God, 
by miraculous interpofition , to take the 
churcli into his own hands, fo fhoching 
and impious an aera fhould thence com- 
mence — that the word of peace fhould call 
forth the fword , and the precepts of love 
and concord produce hatred and dlffenfion. 

The Chriftian fay a/i^chriftian— — 

prieft informs me, the reafon of this re- 
markable difference was, that the heathens 
happened to have no one article of belief 
worth the quarrelling about — as they uni- 
verfally fuppofed the foul to perifh with the 
body— .Pp^ mortem nihil efi , was theif 
creed' And that even thofe few, among 
the philofophers , who admitted of a poft> 
exiftence , at the fame time denied an hell. 
Non efi unui> fays Cicero, tarn excors 9 
qui credat. 

Thus then, continues the good catholic , 
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while the whole of human exiftence wat 
ignorantly fuppofed to have been com- 
prehended within the pale of mortal life, 
peace, friendfhip, and good- will, were, 
mofi certainly, preferable to war, enmity, 
and perfection. 

But when the immortal foul was once 
pot under the care of Chrift's Vicar here 
on earth — how totally unworthy to be 
fryled Priefls of the Lamb, and Oracles 
of the Dere, muft thofe divines be, who 
would not caft the body of an heretic into 
the flames!* 

I cannot help differing in opinion from 
the orthodoxy of this true catholic tenet ; 
and am more inclined to agree with Cicero, 
in the paflage abore quoted, though he 
was but groping in the dark himfelf.— For 
to believe a foul , and damn it , methinks, 
is not light— but lightning* 

* The popifh text for broiling is taken from 
that paflage ia Scripture, where it is laid, 
hominem haereticum devita— which laft word 
thty conftrue iato dc rita tolltrc. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 
MY RELIGION. 

WHAT are thy own notions about re- 
ligion ? you afk me. — I'll tell you.— I am 
now on my death-bed. 

I have both sonviotion and faith enough 
in that article to become a methodifl, and 
fpiritual warmth fufficient to render me 
an entbufiaft that way; but that, I thank 
God , I have never yet been wicked enough 
to rufh into fuch extravagancies. 

Paffions muft be combated by paffon. — 
Therefore , your grievous finners generally 
turn devotees.— This is the natural confe- 
quence of a fort of people , who , though 
a paradox, are common enough in life, 
"qui credunt multum, et peccant for* 
"titer" 

For my own part , I trufi that the gentle 
breezes of the eftablifhed orthodoxy of our 
church may be ftrong enough to waft my 
foul to heaven.— I have not fuch a weight 
of fin fufpended at the tail of my kite, as 
to require a ftorm to raife it. And, fince 
the ceafing of the oracles , I think that a 
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perfon may beinfpiTed with fuffleient grace, 
without falling into convulfions. :i 

I am ail certain thai there is a God above, 
as that I myfelf am here below.— My cet- 
tainty is the fame— for how otherwife did 
I come here 7 ....... . 

"Tell, if ye taw, how came I thus? 

how here? 
"Not of myfelL** 

He muft love virtue, and deteft vices 
Confequently , he muft both reward and 
punifh. If we are not accountable creatures, 
we are furely the moft unaccountable ani- 
mals on the face of the earth. 

After the. fpirit is fled, and this body 
perifhed in the grave , does the refurrec- 
tion of men combat thy vain philofophy ? 
Confult the caterpillar , thou ignorant , 
and the butterfly fhall refolve thee. In its 
£rft ftate , fluggifh , belplefs, inert — crawl- 
ing on the face of the earth, and grofsly 
feeding on the herbage of the field. After 
its metamqrphofis , its refurrection , a wing>» 
•d feraph, gorgeous to behold, light as 
air, active as the wind, tipping aurorean 

The Koran. Vol. 1+ F . . J 
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Jew, and extracting nectareous eflences 
'from aromatic flowers *. 

• Has Jiot the improbable fable of the 
Jfydra'a -heads been long .fince verified— 
4iay even exceeded, beyond the bounds 
of the moft extravagant fiction, as being 
.abfolutely contrary to the whole courfe of 
Nature before known— -by the polypus., 
which generates by fection? — The ana- 
logies of Nature fufficiemly point out the 
arays of Providence. 

Mufi every thing be impoffrble, which 
<©ur infufficience cannot account for ? — Are 
-there not innumerable nryfteries in Nature, 
which accident reveals , or experimental 
philofophy demonftrates to us , every day ? 
And Dball we yet prefume to limit the 
powers -of the Great Author of that very 
Nature ? 

What was it that created matter? What 
"wasitthat gave that matter motion? What 
was 4t that to matter and motion added 
tfeafation? What was 4t that fuperadded 
4o thefe, coafcioufnefs, intelligence, and 

* Pfycfce , in the Greek language , ilgnifics 
&oth jl butterfly , and the Caul. 
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reflection?— What was it— Great Go4. 
what was it? Refolve me, ye infidels, 
what it was. Till then, be dumb. O faddeft 
folly I 

1. Lewenhoeck , by the help of his 
glalTes, fhews you certain fibres in the 
body of a full grown man, To very fine, 
that fix hundred of them, combined toge- 
ther , but compofe the thicknefs of a Angle 
hair of his. head. 

2. He alfodemonftratestoyou, through 
the Came medium , that a grain of fand is 
large enough to cover one hundred and 
twenty -five thoufand of the orifices through 
which we daily tranfpire. 

» 3. Water can be made to freeze in the 
middle of fummer , provided that 'tis 
brought clofe to the fire. 

4. A lens of ice may be ufed as a burn- 
ing- glafs. 

5. A line of but an inch long, is capable 
of being divided into as many parts as 
one of a mile in length. 

6. The fun is fame millions of. miles 
nearer to us in winter than in fummer. 

7. When a perfon travels round the 

F 2 
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.earth , his head goes many thoufand miles 
farther than his heels. 

8. There are two lines, in matbemaftc 
certainty, which may continue to approxi- 
mate, ad' infinitum % without even a polfi- 
: t>ility of ever coming into contact with 
-each other*. 

. Prithee , now , my good infidels , is tliere 
l any one article of faith, in the whole 
Chriftian .creed , which appears to be more 
'contrary to reason or probability, than 
^thefe eight foregoing propofirions? And 
yet they are all of them capable, either 
<cff experimental proof, or mathematical 
demonstration. 

Can anyperftm, whois capable of malt- 
ing fueh reflections as thefe, be ever fup- 
pofed an infidel to - either natural or re* 
realed religion ? They muft have a faith of 
incredulity , who could give creditto fuch 
a- fuppofitioc. " Qui fiudet orat >' is a jufi 
exprefljon. * 



* The aflymptotes ef an hyperbola— See C«- 
mic Sections. 
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Chap. xxiv. 

THE CONVERT. 

I HAPPENED to have an intimacy once 
With a man of fenfe and virtue ; but who 
"had , at the fame time , a certain indolence 
of mind , that fuffered him to acquiefce ra 
the opinions of others , without ever taking 
the trouble to examine them. He had more 
wit than wifdom ; and a jeft was an at~ 
gument to him, as well as it was with 
'Shaftefbury *. 

I loved and pitied him — to have virtue 
enough to act rightly , and yet not fenfe 
Ttrfficient to judge fo. We have had fre- 
queut conversions on this fubject— He 
laid often, that he would give the world 
to be able to think as I did , and begged 
my afififtance. 

I Coon made him a deift, without any- 
other help than my own poor pfcilofophy. 
—I then put Duncan Forbes's "Thoughts 
upon Religion /' into his hands **. He read 

. ■ * Who makes Ridicule the teft of Truth. 
**The argument he urges , is > That txpia. 
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the book carefully through, and returned 
It to me , with this reflection , written at 
the foot of the laft page, "Thou almoft 
•* perfuadeft me to be a Chriftian. " 

I then pre fented him with Pafchal's 
-Thoughts on the fame fubject *. He re- 
turned them to me foon after, with this 
indorfement on the cover, "lam not only 
almoft , but altogether fuch as thou art — 
■except in the abfurd and unphilofo-phical 
notion of tranfubftantiation. " 

Make a perfon but a found moralifl fir ft, 
and it muft be then owing to indolence or 

tion, by the means of blood and facrifice, 
which runs through all the Jewifh and Pagan 
rites, was fo irrational an idea, that nothing 
but an original revelation of the method of re- 
demption , which was thereafter to obtain in 
the Chrijtian fyftem of Providence , could pcT- 
fibly have ever induced the belief and prac- 
tice of it. 

* In 1iis Provincial Letters , one of the 
ftrongeft proofs he offers for the truth of Chri- 
ftianity , arifes from the very obftinacy of a 
whole race of people ,— ftyles the Jews a {land- 
ing miracle , becaufe they have ever fince re. 
mained under the remarkable deft rip tion of 
the prophetic curie. 
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tgrioVance , rather thail to impiety or in- 
•fidelity , if you cannot afterward* make 
liim become a Chriftian. I have bad the 
fatisfactton , ever fince.to fee this worthy 
'man add faith to good works , and live 
•*an. orthodox and exemplary life > bath in 
belief and practice. 

Which, that we may all do, etc. 

CHAP. XXV- 

€ H E E R F & L N E S S. 

IT U this tine fenfe of religion that has 
-Tendered my Whole life To cheerful as it 
has ever fo remarkably been — to the great 
offence of your religionifts. Though why,, 
■prithee , fhould priefis be always grave? 
Is it To fad a thing to be a parfon? 

-«« Be ye as one of thefe ,** faid the Lord— 
*that is, as merry as little children. "TheLord 
loveth a cheerful giver" — and why not a 
cheerful taker alfo ? The thirty -nine articles 
.areincoroplete , without a fortieth precept, 
•enjoining cheerfulness. Or , you may let the 
-number ftand as it does atprefent, provid- 
ed .you expunge the thirteenth article , and 
place this iiea venly maxuh in thexoomdfiL 
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- Might not tlie Archbifhop of Cafhel— I 
idou't mean this man by any means— have 
been a found divine* though he added 
the atcfa ftanza about Broglio to the old 
IriCh ballad*? Did the bifhop— -not tbe 
-Earl— of Rochefter s poems r on the man- 
like properties of a lady's fan , ever inu 
peach his orthodoxy in the leaft? 

Heliodorus , bifhop of— — I forget where 
—was deprived of bis fee, becaufe he 
wrote Theagenes and Chariclea. This was 
doubly abfurd in the pope. Here , his Ho* 
linefs's infallibility happened to ovecfhpot 
the mark. In the firft place, there was 
nothing either arch or heterodox in the 
whole novel. In the next, was not the 
obcum fiance of a white child being gene- 
rated from black parents* .by the impref- 
iion of an European portrait hanging at 
. the foot of a bridal couch „ a corroboration 
—if it wanted one — of the fcripture phi- 
losophy about the freaked goats ? — I begin 
to fufpect , that your .popes are like other 
men, after all. 

Plato and Seneca— and furgly they were 

. * In praifc of Moll Roe* 
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both grave and wife enough to have been 
confecrated— thought that a fenfe of cheea- 
fulnefs and joy fhould ever be encouraged 
in children, from their infancy— not only 
on account of their healths , but as pro* 
ductive of true virtue ; which is the literal 
tranflation of their very words— as far as 
I am able to conftrue Greek or Latin. 

Cheerfulness , even to gaiety , is con* 
fonant with every fpecies of virtue , and 
practice of rettgion.—I think it inconfifient 
. only with impiety or vice. — ** The ways of 
Heaven are pleafantnefs. " We adore, we 
praife, we thank the Almighty , in hymns > 
in Tongs , in anthems^and thofe fet to mufie 
too. Let " O be Joyful , " be the Chriftian'a 
pfalm — and leave the fad Indian to incant 
the devil, with tears and fcreeches. 

When the Athenians picture an owl, 
as the bird of wifdom , they never meant 
the fcreech-owl Purely. But, indeed, I 
think , with their leave , that the fparrow 
would have been a fitter emblem of true 
wifdom , as being the merriefi and moft 
loving bird of the air. 
There have been fome popes who would 

The Koto*. Vol. /• G 
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have excommunicated me for fuch an al- 
lufion as this. 

CHAP. XXVI. 

A SAD REFLECTION. 

X H A T there' fhould ever be fo much 
irreligion in the world ! that thofe— for this 
renders the evil irremediable— whefe 
greatefl interefl it mull certainly be to 
Arengthen and fupport this great , this only 
Bulwark of our lives and properties, 
fhould become the greater! examples , and 
principal encouragers, of infidelity !-— 

I mean thofe, whom the world, by a 
firajige abufe of terms, ftyles the Great. 
Thefe have certainly an higher flake, at 
the hazard of vice, immorality , and im- 
piety, than perfons in the middle ranks 
of life — who happily ftand a phalanx be- 
tween them and the vulgar. 

And yet— other knaves but facrifice their 
fpiritual to their temporal intereft. Thefe 
moft efpecial worthies, at once both knaves 
and fools, equally fquander both. Good * 
lack ! good lack! —But men are worfe than 
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tkey need be , though there were neither 
hell nor gibbet in. the queftion. 

Such thoughts and reflections as thefe 
might well become a fermon. But novels 
are more read at prefent than ferious dif- 
eourfes. I muft, therefore, ufe the moft 
convenient vehicle for inftruction — imitat- 
ing Doctor Young , who wrote a play, for 
the propagation of the gofpei *. And I fhall 
ever Jake care, for the reft of my life, thai 
all my writings fhall be, if not fermonic, 
Jermoni propriora at leaft. 

But enough , for the prefent , of my fen* 
timents and opinions ; and let us go on a 
little farther with the feries of (mall ad* • 
ventures in my defultory life. 

CHAP. 'XXVII. 
MELANCHOLY. 

15 UT , as my whole fcheme of life is plea- 
fure , I fometimes indulge myfelf in the 

* The Brothers— the profits of which he cob- 
ftcrated to the fociety for propagating the gofpei 
. in foreign parts. 

6 3 
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dear and heart-felt enjoyments of melan- 
choly. I weep gladly , I give my tears , not 
grttdfeiogly , nor of necefltty , but, like my 
alms, with chcerfalaefs. 

Were I to be anatomized anew , I do 
tnoft folemniy declare, that I would (boner 
pari wfth my rlfible than my flebilile muf- 
cles. Sympathy is the great magnet — — 
the cement of life. And my concord is 
ftrotager with the wretched than the happy 
•-lbr philanthropy is myprimum mobile, 
and pity is an augment to paffion. 

I can treat mylelf , whenever 1 pleafe. 
1 have loft fdtne frietfds ! I can call fpirits 
from the vafty deep— Arike at my breaft , 
and find them there*— Poor Le Fevre ! un- 
happy Maria ! my loft , my ever dear 
Eliza! 

Or, I can read Samfon Agoniftes. He 
muft have either a weak head , or firong 
eyes, who can perufe the firft fpeech of 
that po*m without tears— particularly the 
latter part of it, where he laments his lofs 
of fight. Milton wrote it from his own 
feelings— and his bliadnefshas often dim • 
toed my ftght. 

But whenever I hare a mind for a tha* 
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rough feaft of weeping , I need only tun 
over to the hiftory of Sir Thomas More'* 
life, and read that paAage in it, where 
his daughter, Mrs. Roper, meets him in 
the fireet, returning to the Tower imme- 
diately after his condemnation— —-My fa- 
ther! Oh I my father! 

Sad luxury , to vulgar minds unknown! 

The mere title of a book , long f nee loA» 
ftyied <i Lamentatioglorutf Regis Edvurdi 
4e Karn*rv*n t fuam tdidit temper* f*m* 
i*caroerationu;"—T\\t lamentation of the 
glorious King Edward of Karnarvan , which 
he com po fed during his imprifonmeat-ir 
funk my spirits for a whole day. The op- 
position between the two fit ft words (%m 
the Latin ) , and then again between the 
third and laft, affected me greatly. And 
though it was a very old ftory , I could 
not help feeling , for fome- time , as if I 
had heard fome bad news. 

But Inch things as thefe have not their 
effect upon every one. The many read 
only with their eyes , and hear only with 
their ears* The few perufe with their whole 
foul, and liften with all their feelings. In* 
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tuition and fenGbility are the only organs 
of genius or of virtue. 

The general hardnefe of heart one meets 
with among mankind , might tempt us to 
give credit to the old fable of Deucalion , 
and fuppofe men to be generated from 
Hones. Or, one might fancy the world to 
be grown fo corrupt of late , that the facred 
perfon who had taken the falvation of 
mankind upon himfelf, has thought fit to 
«ntruft only a few, now-a-days, with the 
keeping of their own fouls ; and has kindly 
taken out-thofe of the many , and locked 
them up Cafe, in Umbo patrum, out of 
harm's way , till, the day of judgment. 

However, I dare not long, «or often, 
rejoice in this luxury of wo. My nerves 
are weak. I can command my mirth, bat 
not re ft rain my melancholy* 

chap. xxvm. 

SENSIBILITY. 

WHEN I have been reading tragedy, 
or affecting paflages inhiftory, poetry, or 
even in romance , aloud before others , my 
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eyes have filled , and my voice has falter* 
ed. I attended for the fame effect in my 
auditors*- but, inftead of tears at my re* 
eital , have frequently found them laughing, 
^ at my emotion. 

I have retired afhamed — not at them , 
but at myfelf. I have fufpected my own 
weaknefs, rather than theirs — and the 
vanity of imagining I had fyrppathixed 
with angels , has been funk into the humi* 
Hating idea of my being fufceptible of a 
greater foible than mortals— I have begun 
to doubt the ftrength of my own intellects, 
and, for fome time, kept a jealous guard 
over all my words and actions. 

But the countenance and fentimenft of 
a few fuperiour fpirits have ,for a while, 
given me confidence once more. Again I 
have attempted the fame experiment, and 
have again* been banifhed to the fame 
mortifying reflections — endeavouring ftill 
to ft eel my heart againft another's wo— 
in vain. , 

Fine feelings are laughed at by the world, 
and ridiculed by the fioical philofophy, 
as a weaknefs. This is too apt to put deli- 
cate minds out of countenance; who, ia 
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torder to appear wife , conceal their fenfi- 
b4Mty , and affeqt a character above human 
feature, froth the example of thofe only 
who .are below it. 



CHAP. XXIX. 

A REFLECTION ON MVSELR 

W^HAT an hard fate is mine! with all 
the fpirit, the frolic, the cheetfulnefs , tire 
tender affections of youth , not io have 
nerves refpontble to my feeling* !— 4 want 
them not for my Own enjoyments— but 
*ould have activity and vigour for the 
fole purpofes of others. 

I look willfully often at young women. 
This is one of the things that, has been 
mifconftrued in me. The world are but 
bad grammarians of my principles or cha- 
racter. "Tis not their .-beauty I covet, but 
their youth I envy. I »look as fondly at 
men too— yet am no pathic. I kifs little 
children as I meet them in the fheets-* 
but ant no kidnapper : i would live among 
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tbem , like old Hermippus *, if I could— 
ftot for tire fake of life— -but love. 

Twoold found like blafphemy, to fa/ 
-whit I would do or tuffer for the fake of 
mankind. 

C HAP. XXX, 

Continuation of Chapter XXVII. 
THE MAD LOVER. 

— UR I can recollect fome feenes of mad*, 
neb I hare— not purpofety~been a wit- 
iiefs of— particularly one , of a Cambridge 
Scholar, who had unhappily fallen in love 
With his own finer. His pa&ien and defpair 
l>ad proved too ftrong for his virtue or hie 
teafon. 

"Wm not Juno both wife and filler 4f 
Jove? Adam and five were furely nearer 
relations than we are. Their children, at 
leaft, were 1 brother and fitters— and yet 

* He is Taid to have attained to an extreme 
age , by playing conftantly with boys and girls-* 
novrifhing his eld hings with the balfaaric 
effluvia of their young breaths. 
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were wedded to each other. Were not 
Amnon and Thamar married— or as good 1 
fuch marriages as it was thought proper 
to permit in thofe times. The mode, in- 
deed, is changed now-a-days. And why? 
'Twere impious to fay, that Omnipotence 
was under a neceffity of difpenfing with 
neceflary forms in the beginning. He could 
hare created a parfon, fooner than he 
would hare permitted a crime. If Sarah 
was not Abraham's fitter , he certainly told 
a moft damnable He to Abimelech." 

When they told him , in order to quiet 
his impatience, that his lifter was dead, 
he fwore it wAaJmpoffible , becaufe that 
he himfelf continued ftill alive, " We are 
already ene flefli," faid be, "and the. 
fympathy is fo ftrong between us , that I 
know when fhe is hungry , " wakes , freezes, 

or .She had a diabetes about half a 

year ago, and it had like to have killed 
me ; but I drank plentifully of marfhmal- 
lowstea, and it effectually cured her. She 
fleeps ill a-nights , and it breaks my reft. 
She has foul dreams fometimes — I am an- 
gry with her for that, I have done all ia 
my power," continued he, "by fafting 
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and prayer, to cure this wickednefs in 
myfelf ; but her wantonnefs is too ftrong 
for me." 

Moft ofthofe who were preterit laughed 
noch at all this extravagance. 1 wept. 
One of the company obferving my emotion* 
faid, I prefume, Sir, that you know this* 
poor gentleman. Yes , I replied , recollect- 
ing my felf, better than he does himfelf. 

I walked immediately out of the room. 
, I am fenfible of a fympathy in my ova 
nature, even fironger than his* I feel foe 
all the ills and ails ofthofe who are neither 
my brothers nor my fitters , except in the 
Ceripture fenfe. 

*' The Mahometans bare a veneration for 
fanatics— faying, -"That God hath favour- 
ably deprived them of their fenfes , in order 
to render them guiltlefs to fin," I am* 
Moflulman. 
• i 

CHAP. XXXI. 

DOCTOR SWIFT. 

T IS natural to fpeak of a thing, when 
one thinks of it. In truth, unlefs one is 
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apt to fpeak without any thought at all, 
}ft»w is it poffible to do k at any other 
time? 

But the fabject of my laft chapter has 
brought the biography of Doctor Swift in- 
to my mind. Jt is worthy to be remarked, 
that this extraordinary perfon, in his voy- 
age to Laputa , (peaking of people who 
had lot their ienfes, adds, "which is a 
Jeene that never fails to render me melan- 
choly." 

In another place , he imagines a fet of 
men, whom he fiytesSttttlbrtigs, who'had 
fwtlived their reafon and every enjoyment 
of life. 

• And, Tn;jhir will, he bequeaths his 
wiholeTortuheftotband annofpiul for idiot* 
and lunatics. He becomes himfelf a Strul* 
brag, before the years of dotage *, and 
dies the firft tenant to his own endowment. 

If thefe events had happened to have 
been a matter of any great sonfequence to 
the world, an hiftorian would not have 

"* There is no fuch ftage in lift. Senilis fluid? 
ft«, quae delirath appellari foitt , fenum Uvium 

<ft >*">•*"*»». . CWER0< 
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failed to have made a large comment upon 
£ueh extraordinary and concurring circum- 
fiancos — infifiing fhongly on kit propheti- 
cal fympathy. 

The Lord prefenre ns all in our fen fee 
to the laft— and after the laft too. For I 
trail in God, that I never fhall be wicked 
enough to compound for being rendered 
guiltlefs to fin, upon the Mahometan fa* 
perdition. 

CHAP, XXXII. 

THE PAYMENT. 

A H E method I contrived , in order to 
liquidate my pecuniary obligations to L# 
Fevre , was this : 

. 1 happened to be acquainted with a 
young man , who had been bound appren- 
tice to a ftationer in York. He had juft 
then finifhed his time , come to fet up in 
London, and had rented a window in one 
of the flagged alleys in the city. 
. I hired one of the panes of glafs front 
my friend , and ftuck up <he following ad* 
vertifement on it with a wafer i 
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"Epigrams, anagrams, paragrams, chro- 
nograms, monograms, eottajphs, epitha- 
lamiums , prologues , epilogues , madrigals, 
inteiludes, advertifements , letters, peti- 
tions, memorials, on every occafion. EUays 
on all fubjects. Pamphlets, for or againft 
the mtniftry. With fermons, upon any text, 
or for any feet— to be written here on 
reafonable terms.*' — . 

"By A-B— Philologer." 

" N; B. The great eft honour and fecrecy 
may be depended on.'* 

The uncemmonnefji of feveral of the 
above titles raifed the curiofity of the pub* 
lie extremely. Se that, befides the appli- 
cations made to me for the ufeful fpecies 
of literature , fuch as advertifements , pe- 
titions and memorials, many more were 
made for the chronograms , monograms , 
etc. merely to fee the nature of them. 

At night — — or to exprefs myfelf more 
poetically — when the evening had affum- 
•d its dufk-gown , I ufed privately to glide 
into my office, to digeft the notes or heads 
of the day , and receive the earnefts, 
which were directed always to be left with 
Die memorandums. 
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The writiag to be paid for on the deli- 
very ; according to the nature , extent , or 
importance ofthe fubjects. A bit of French, 
to be an additional fixpence— a fcrap of 
Latin » price a fhilling — and a fentence of 
Greek , which I ufed to pick up now-and- 
then, when I happened to drink a difh 
of tea with Mifs Carter, was always charg- 
ed at half a crown. 

All improper applications, immoral fub- 
jects, fimonical propofals, or libertine over- 
tuxes, were with fcorn and deteftation re- 
jected. I held no office oppofite to St. Peter. 
The notes of thefe kinds were thrown into 
the fire, — but the earnefts retained , as the 
fines of iniquity. 

The ocean of vice and folly , that open- 
ed itfelf to my view, during the period I 
continued in this odd department of life, 
fhocked and difgufted me fo much, that 
the very moment I bad realized Le Fevre's 
fum , and difcharged the rent of my pane , 
I clofed the horrid fcene — or, to exprefs 
myfelf more properly in this cafe— flopped 
tip the common fewer. 



** The KORAN, 

CHAP. XXIII. 
NURSING. 

X HE xeafon why our anceitars, in the 
higher ranks pf life » were more remark* 
able for bravery and chaftity than we are, 
was , becaufe tfce mothers , in thpfe days , 
ufed to nurfe their own children. They 
/were therefore alimented with the .fame 
Juices and humours they brought into the 
world with them ; and bred up , even from 
their infant notices, entire grangers to vice, 
meannefs, or folly. 

}f our prefent race of mammas be in- 
different about the blood and humours of 
the infant, which the fuflfering it to be 
nurtured by an alien argues her to be, 
what needs Xhe trouble herfelf about the 
leCs precious parts of flefh and bones? 
Then any other perfon's child might ferve 
her as well as her own— and (he may nave 
the advantage, betides, of choice, both 
with regard to beauty and gender. I think 
that ladies may as well get others to bear, 
as to nurfe children for them. 
Fray , would it not be but common 
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charity, in all tender hufbands, to have 
fuch wives, on thefiift alarm, amazoned 
of both their breafts , in order to prevent 
the fatal eonfequences of cancers, milk 
.fevers , and other diforders , incident , alas ! 
to all unnatural or unnurfing mothers ? 

And if our papas itlfo be equally carelets 
about this matter — as, by their prefent 
fupinenefs and acquiescence, with regard 
to To material a point, they would incline 
us to fufpect — prithee, might Hot 

' "Some beggar's brat, on bulk begot. 
Or offspring of a pedlar Scot— 
' Some boy bred up to cleaning Dices , 
The fpawn of Bridewell, or the Stews, 
Or vagrant race, the fpurious pledges 
Of gypfies littering under hedges ," * 

be, as refponfible heias to their names and 
fortunes, as thefefad outcafts of their, own 
loins? 

A foal of blood may be fuckled into a 
garran. I have myfelf tried the inftance ; 
and do here recommend it to be added 
to the courfe of experimental philofophy, - 

* Swift's Rhapfody. 

The Koran. Vol. /. H 
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which Bacon , Boyle , and Derham ,' have 
fo properly hinted to the adepts in Fcience. 

For my own part , I have great reafon 
to repent this fcandalous neglect in parents 
—haying Go fieverely fuffered for it my (elf 
—both in character and preferment. For , 
though I am a moft rigid moralift in my 
principles , and , bating me but about one 
thoufand feven hundred and I forget how 
many years, a primitive Chriftian alfo— 
completely armed at all the cardinal points 
— —yet I don't know how U is , but I 
actually do not feel myfelf always fuffi- 
ciently poffelTed of that virtuous unchari- 
t ability again ft women of remifs chaftity, 
that becomes true modern piety to exprefs 
or exercife. 

Now , this natural imbecility, this moral 
frailty, this fame laxity of virtue in me, 
call it what you will—— >I oonfefs the 
weaknefs , and am not nice , about the 
phraCe 1 do moft philofopbically im- 
pute wholly to the milkinefs of my nurfe 
—who happened, unluckily for me, to be 
Cery ant -maid to the parfon of the parifh 
—and her name was Dorothy. 

N-o , no the influence of certain 
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liames upon the future fortunes of children , 
that my poor anxious father ufed to make 
fuch a pother about , believe me , is not 
by half Co material a point as the other. 
Whether I had been afperfed by the name 
of Triftram , Triglyph , or Tria , were , in 
all probability , a maTtej wholly indiffe- 
rent to my future advancement in life. No 
—it was, alas ! the milk of Dorothy that 
limited the bounds of my preferment. 
You fhall hear. 

CHAP. XXXIV. 

A HITCH IN PREFERMENT. 

X HE tendernefs of my expreffions, with 
regard to all fyncopes of this fort — with the 
humanity* charity, and forgivenefs „I have 
frequently procured to be (hewn by others , 
towards fome unfortunates in this clafs, 
Jiave induced reflections on my own cha- 
racter, that have been a considerable dif- 
advantage to my canonical progrefs in life. 
A certain bifhop , who would allow none 
but Chrift to lit with publicans and finners , 
replied to a friend of mine, who was fo- 

U 2 
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4i citing a benifiee for me — "I can never 
think of preferring Triftram— not fo muck 
on account of the freedom of his writings* 
as the latitude of his life." "ButYorick— 
Yorick, my Lord." -* Nay * the utmoft that 
2 fhouW think even Yorick entitled to* 
taking that artiik into the context with 
-his works , would be , to be ^.appointed 
chaplain to a regiment of dragoons." 

And a certain lady, who is what the 
^French ftylc un difeur de bonsmots 9 when 
I was a f king her for fome fubfcriptional 
aid once towards fending an unhappy 
young woman home to her friends , who 
had been inveigled from Bath ,Tome years 
ago , on .pretence of marriage , and then 
caft off upon the public , refufed her cha- 
rity , and called me , in allufion to my 
?{pectral figure t and abfolving prieftbood., 
the ghaftly father of the chapels -of eafe 
m the .parifh of Covent-Garden. 

Thus did the excefs of my*chasity leffen 
'that <of .other*. 
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€ H A P. XXXV. 

Plttr D JS S; 

fV'H^N I hear wo«en foreign too ve- 
'hemently agaioft the objects of this mif- 
'fortune, I am apt to fufpect their heart* 
to-be a good deal inflamed with a certain 
.envious Jeak>ufy-~According to the poet, 

"Prudes rather envy , than abhor the 
-crime , " 

— ^which , hi revenge for thofe pleafures 
that they tnemfelves remain perhajps un- 
Jetnpted -to , provokes them to denounce 
*be penalties of the world, the flefh and 
the devil , againft fuch interlopers. 

'"The fetf-fuffioient prudes embattled 

flood* 
2?ear-hand ; bnt none t' affift the vanquifh'd 

flies.; 
Their neighbours' raifks they faw with foy 

fubdu'cU 
With fpitefal mirth triumphant in thek 

*eyea~ ' «• 

With feoffs, and wife repreathes, they 

upbraid 
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Thofe that , o'erpower'd , for help or pity 

call. 
And can they yield to— — ? in rage they 

bid: 
Unaided , belplefs , let the wretches falL 
Themfelves were now attack'4 , the reft 

overthrown , 
And weaknefs , fcorn'd To late , too Toon 

becarrfe their own." 

Battxe of the Sexes. 

In truth , I have feldom heard a woman 
fpeak with violence upon this fubject , who 
was either of an eftablifhed or an unfuf* 
picious character. Prior defcribes thefehind 
of virtuofoes moft admirably , in his Paulo 
Purganti : 

' •* She to intrigues was e'en hard-hearted , 
And chuckled when a 'bawd was carted. 
But, in an honeft way , the dame"— — etc. 

And Pope, 

" A fool to pleafure, but a flave to fame.*' 

And yet ftronger ftill in another place , 

"Avfl^y heathen in her carnal part, 
But ftill a tad, good Chriftian, at her heart." 
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_ Jf what I have faid , and thefe poets 
have fung , be not the natural re a fori of 
the fact, prithee, why fuch partial diftinc- 
tion between the undoer and the undone? 
Why , ladies , dotchefles , and countefles, 

is the latter below a certain rank — — 

branded with infamy ; while the former t 

*"Whofe harde*'d front, unblufhirfg, 
unappall'd , 
Laughs at reproaches, and enjoys dif* 
.grace," 

is To favourably accepted of in the aflem- 
blies of the fair ? 

If what I have hinted be not the real 
ftate of the cafe, why fhould thefe ob- 
durate females , whom Will Honeycomb 
ftyles the ontrageoufly virtuous , be mere 

fevere againft - than againft thieves T 

For furety , in ethics , it muft be a 4eb 
•rime to give "what is one's own," than 
to take "what belongs to another." 

A failure in chaftity may* be a breach of 
duty toward one's felf; but a want of chari- 
ty -is certainly fo againft one's neighbour. 

In fihe , i fancy that your cbafte ladiei 
feem to corrfider love as their peculiar 
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rnerchandife , and look /upon courtefans 
as Cmugglers, who underfeli the fair 
trader. 



C H A P. XXXVI. 
THE BREECHES-MAKER. 



Bs 



XESIDES, really as 1 hope there 

are none but philofophers by — there are fe 
many ways for a woman to be undone , 
without the imputation either of vice ox 
wantonness — fach accidents, incidents, 
contingencies, and fyncbronifms , may 
happen in her way through life , that unlefs 
every ohcumfiance can be fairly fiated, 
and candidly weighed — which muft be the 
great ufe of the day of judgment — it is mo* 
Tally lmpoffible for any man, hort d'elle^ 
to determine , whether the fair delinquent 
may have been moft deferring of infamy 
or corapaiTion. 

I have known feveral of thefe equivo- 
cal cafes myfelf ;— two of which I think 
proper to indulge the curiofity of. my 
reader with in this place, by way of fpe- 
aifying my argument merely-^ 
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The firft infiance was a very pretty modeft 
young woman , that was the only daugh- 
ter to the clerk of the firft parifh I evet 
officiated in. She had been moft carefully 
brought up , went conftantly to church 
with her father, morning and evening; 
fat upon a little fiool jn the aide , juft un- 
der the defk ; and having a moft tuneable 
voice , ufed generally to help him to raife 
the pfalm. 

There had never appeared the leaft 
turn of lightnefs , forwardnefs , or flirta- 
tion , in any part of this good -girl's beha- 
viour , as fhe grew up. There are ufually 
Certain patterns-pointed out in every coun- 
try village ; and Mifs Amen was the pa- 
ragon of our parifh-— till about the age of 
feventeen , fhe happened fuddenly to dif- 
appear— — becaufe, it feems, fhe found 
herfelf, as we were foon after informed, 
to be "too big to be feen." 

The place of her concealment was kept, 
a profound fecret from us all, for fame 
months, till after the fair eloper had be- 
come the forrowful mother of a child; 
when I received a private billet from her, 
intreating me to grant her an interview 
* The Koran, Vol. L I 
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the next day, at a little cottage about 
five miles from the town I lived in rand 
begging tna * I would come alone. 

My humanity, with a little mixture of 
.femality, namely curiofi ty , induced me 
to obey the fummons mo ft .punctually. I 
went. She threw herfelf on her knees be- 
fore me , covered her face with her hand , 
and wept bitterly — but not alone. 

After I had fpoken comfort to her foul, by 
preaching tolier the great efficacy of repenr 
tance , and calmed her mind , by promifiijg 
td mediate a reconciliation between her and* 
her unhappy parents, the fecond part of my 
. errand operated fo ftrongly on me , that I 
began to queftion her, inthefiyleofacon- 
feflfor, about the whole procefs, the com- 
mencement , progrefs , and arts which bad 
led to, or were laid for, her undoing. 

She anfwered me with a frankn efs and 
-a candour that fully perfuaded me of her 
truth and ingenuoufnefs. She declared to 
me, that her failure had not proceeded 
in the leaft either from paflion, or from 
vice ; — that fhe had never in her life been 
fen fib le of any warm deflre, prompting 
her from within , nor had even fufiained 
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any ftrong felicitation , urging her from 
without. 

No, reverend Sir, exclaimed the fair 
penitent, with an. heavy figb, it was no* 
things of all this , that I am to be cruelly 
reproached with upon this fad occafion.— 

It was— It was, alas ! my father's trade 
alone that thus hath wrought my overthrow. 

Your father's trade!— his trade! I re* 
plied , with furprife , the caufe of your 
ruin !— But fo indeed the fact was, with* 
out perad venture.*— 

Befides the vocation of pari fh- clerk , old 
Amen had , it feems , followed the occur* 
pation of breeches-making alfo. He had 
bred up his daughter to the myfteries of 
' the fame manufacture, from the time that 
fhe had begun to enter into. her teens;— 
and, as ill luck would have it, they hap- 
pened to be leathern breeches too that he 
dealt in* 

The unfortunate girl — now a woman— 
allured me , that this kind of employment 
ufed , by degrees , to occafion certain in- 
voluntary wanderings to firay in her mind ,~ 
which , without ever tainting her ehaftity 
in the leaft , had inienfibly , however , fuU 

I 2 
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lied the purity of her thoughts ;— that fhe 
had done every thing in her power to 
reftrain her reflections .from rnnning into 
Rich reveries; and had fung pfelms for 
whole evenings together , to divert her 
Attention to fitter tubjeets of contempla- 
tion.— In vain, alas! for while fhe Tung, 
breeches were ftill the bujrden of her fong. 

* Tnis unlucky image haunted poor Made- 
moifelle Culotte continually.— When fhe 
lay down to reft, fhe imagined fhe Taw 
them taken off, and laid under the pillow ; 
-t-and when fhe *rofe , fhe fancied Rill 
Hie faw them take up , and put on again 
before her eyes. 

• The familiarity offuch ideas, though it 
had not in the leaft daggered her virtue— 
and 1 believe it — yet had pretty nearly 
produced the fame effect, by difcomfiting 
her modefty — fo far , as to prevent a proper 
alarm , refentment , and refiftance from 
taking place, and coming quick enough 
to her aid, when fhe was affailed by the 
young fquire of the manor , for whom fhe 
had juft finifhed a neat pair of leathern 
breeches, which he happened to call on 
ker for, one evening about twilight , when 
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the reft of the family were attending a 
funeral in the parifh. 

The .poor girl ! happy had it been for 
her , if men had never worn any breeches 
at all, or that they had even worn them 
as the Chiriguanes are reported to do theirs 
— as fops wear their hats— under their 
arms. We are not yet informed how the 
women wear their petticoats in that coon* 
try; but we may fuppofe, at leafl, that 
the retort courteous * is properly returned 
among thofe people, as well as in all the 
other nations of the earth. The world, 
'tis thought, wbuld foon be at an, end, if 
it was not for fuch exchange of courte&es, 

CHAP. XXXV1L 
THE MAN- MIDWIFE. 

WlTH regard to my fecond inflance, 
I fhall be but fhort. She was daughter to- 
a man*midwife ; — and all that has been 
niged upon the former cafe, is equally 
referable to this one alfo. 

*Aa expreflioa in At you^likc *V % .; 
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Her father ufed to be frequently called 
•up a -nights, with "a Juno Lucina % fir 
vpem." This would difturb her repofe. She 
:uTed often to lie ftretching and yawning 
in her* bed, and communing with herfelf 
about the matters and things which could 
occafion air this feufile and ftir. 

She 'had a raft turn t© philofophy. "She 
-wotild get at her father's books— the would 
Sometimes read more than fhe underfldod 
•—bat happened often to underftand more 
than fhe was the bettor for. It made heT 
wifer, foffooth— but , alack! how dearly 
bave trd fince paid for the firft inftancctjf 
female wifdomi 'Twas in this very faience, 
they fay, that the firft curiofity was ex- 
or ci fed.— "The knowing ones are fome- 
times taken in/' 

Her father told me, one day, foon after 
her accident, fhe had declared to him, 
that , without labouring under the power 
or influence of any other inordinate paffion 
or propenfity in nature , her curiofity was 
fo predominant in her, that fhe would, 
at any time of her life , have flood a fhot 
to have been made a free-mafbn. 

philofophb ! dux pita* /—The deuce 
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it is! — But pray, Sir, is there not fuch'a 
theorem , in this fame philofophy , as that 
"action and re-action are equal— and in 
oppofite directions too ? " And iff not the 
natural philofophy ever ft ill at fifty-cuffs 
with the moral one? — In fuch conflicts 
as thefe , the fair Obftetrica fell ! 

But the philofophy , of all others , that 
finally tript up poorMifs Midwife's heels, 
was the Platonic one! How beautiful a 
fyftem is there difplayed ! To have two 
fond and faithful hearts mutually attract* 
ing each other, their fyftole and diaftole 
the fame, tide for tide, and by a fweet 
compulsion drawing nearer and nearer to* 
gather, for life is like the auymptotes of an 
hyperbola, without ever coinciding, or 
Tufbiflfe into the point of contact *. 

How enviable and truly feraphic a Bate 
is this ! How like to Heaven itfelf , where 
they are faid " neither to marry, nor to 
be . given in marriage ! " What pity is it 
. that it is not real! and that thofe who 
would reft upon this inchanted ifland, as 
on terra firma , would foon have their feet 
flip from under them! 

* Tide the Conic Sections. 
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This fame contingency — this fynchro- 
uifm— is the devil. Ye breeches • m akers , 
and ye men- or worn en -mid wives alfo , 
fend out your daughters from uuderneath 
your Toofs, I fay. They are, alas! too 
dangerous feminaries for young women to 
b\ educated in. 

But enough on fuch fubjects as the re— 
I cannot bear to dwell upon melancholy 
ftories.— 

CHAP. XXXVIII. 

ORIGIN of TRISTRAM SHANDY. 

UPON turning over this rnanufcript juft 
now , I find that I had mentioned a dcfign 
of writing my own memoirs once upon a 
time. 

I did really fit down to this work for- 
merly, with the inoft Serious and ftupid 
intention poffible. But the brutumfulmen, 
or Will of the wifp of imagination , glared 
Jail before me, and led me a fcamper, 
over hedge and ditch , through briers , 
through quagmires, and quick-fands, for 
nine entire volumes, before I attempted 
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to introduce myfelf into life. In truth, 
great part of that work was fpent before 
I even pretended >> have Seen born. I 
- knew the world , alas ! too well , to be 
in anj manner of hurry to ftep into it. 

The oddnefs and novelty of t^e fir ft 
volumes , caught hold of the capricious 
taftVof the public. I was applauded , abuf- 
ed , cenfured , and defended , through ma* 
ny a page.— However, as there were more 
teaders than judges , the edition had fuffi- 
cient vogue for a tale. This encouraged 
me— I went on ftill with the fame kind 
of no meaning; finging, at the end of every 
chapter, this line from Midas, to my afs- 
eared audience, 

"Round about the may -pole WW they 
trot:" 

with a parody on the text ; where , inftead 
of brown ale, you are to read only fro all 
beer. 

But what entertained me the moft, was, 
to find a number of my moft penetrating 
leaders had conceived fome deep-laid 
fcheme or defign to be couched under thefe 
vagrancies or vagaries, which they fancied 
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and affirmed would unfold itfelf toward 
the conclufion of the work. 

Nay, forne more riddle-witted than the 
reft, have pretended to be able to trace 
my clue, through every volume, without 
lefing -Once fight of the connexion. A fine 
ipirit of enthufiafm this ! With what in- 
telligence and profit miift Tuch perfons read 
the apocalypse! A millennium muft cer- 
tainly be a very clear cafe with- them. 

-However, I muft have the modefty to 
admit-, that there were, here -and there, 
Tome ftriking paffages interfperfed through- 
out thefe* volumes. "Injierquilinio mar- 
gar it am reperit." There are many foibles 
ridiculed , and much charity and benevo- 
lence jpiUlied and recommended. One 
faun tecs out, femetimes, into the fields 
and highways , without any other purpofe 
than to take the benefit of a little air and 
exercife ;— an object of diftrefs occurs , and 
draws forth our charity and compaffion. 

After this car el efs manner xlid I ramble 
through ray pages , in mere idlenefs and 
fport— till fome occurrence of humanity 
laid hold of me by the breaft, and pulled 
me afide. Here lies my only fort. What 
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we ftrongeft feel , we can beft exprefs. And 
upon fuch fubjects as tbefe, one muft be 
capable of a doable energy , who, while 
he is pleading for others , is alfo relieving 
irimfelf. 

CHAP. XXXIX. 
THE FEMALE CONFUCIUS. 



I happened to be very ill at the time, 
and fitting by the fire-fide one morning in 
J my lodgings , when I .received a very po- 
lite card, in a female hand, unknown, 
acquainting me, that having been ftruck 
with that rich vein of philanthropy , the 
was pleafed to fay, which flowed like 
tailk and honey through all my writings, 
Mrs. would be much obliged , and flat- 
tered, if I would afford her an opportu- 
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nity of a perfonal acquaintance with the 
author, by doing her the favour of drink- 
ing tea with her that evening. 

I was too weak to venture abroad. I 
wrote her word fo — affured her that I 
longed equally for the pleafure of an ac- 
quaintance with any perfon, whofe heart 
and mind feemed to fympathiie with thofe 
affections f he was fo kind to compliment 
me upon , and entreated the honour of a 

Jans cere mo nU vifit from her, upon this 
oecafion , that very evening. 

She condefcended to accept my invi- 
tation , and came accordingly. She vifited 
me every day , while I continued confin- 
ed;— which kiadnefs I returned moft 

< punctually , as Toon as I was able to go 
abroad. 

She was a woman of fenfe and virtue 
— —-not lively , but pofTeHed of that charm- 
ing fort of even cheerful nefs , which na- 
turally flows from goodnefs. " Mens con* 

Jhia recti.'* She was refer ved, and, like 
a ghoft, would rarely fpeak till fpoken to. 
She had , like a lute , all the paffive powers 
of mufic in her , but wanted the matter's 
hand to bring them forth. 
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She had quitted England very young— 
before her tender affections had been ren- 
dered callous by the collifions of the world. 
She had been carried into India, where 
the continued, till thofe fentiments had 
been ripened into principle, and were in- 
fpired with all the fublime enthufiafm of 
eaftern morality. 

She feemed to be unhappy. This added 
a tendernefr to my efteem for her. I guef- 
fed , but inquired not her private hiftory , 
and fhe communicated nothing. She would 
repine , but not refent. She had no gall 
to boil over— her overflowings were of the 
pancreatic juices only *• 

From that time, we held on a conftant 
and refined intereourfe , while fhe remain- 
ed in the kingdom , and a friendly cor* 
refpondence fucceeded our parting— -to 
meet no more — in this world— I prophe- 
cy!— She happened to be another man's 
wife too. 

But the charity that had attracted , with 
the virtue that united us, were not able 
to fcreen us from the cenfure of bafe minds. 

* The Sweet-bread, -* 
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Neither her own fair charaoter , not the 
memento of my ghaftly appearance ,- were 
fufficient bars to (lander. 

The improbability of a malicious ftory, 
ferves but to help forward the currency of 
it— becaufe it increafes the fcandal* So 
that, in fuch inftanees, the world, like 
Bomifh priefis, are indufirious to propa- 
gate a belief in things they have not the 
leaft faith themfelvesin ; or,, like the pious 
St. Auftin, who faid he believed Tome 
things, becaufe they were abfurd and im- 
poffiblc, 

G H A P. XL. 

Continuation of Chapter XXXVIII. 

THE PRIMMER, 

1 Con Tun; ed this rodomontade through 
nine volumes, upon fools-cap paper*; — 
but had reafon to find at la ft, that the 



* That is the name which printers give to 
a certain fized paper , upon which all the au- 
thor's works have been published in England. 
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nine days wonder bad Town its gape-feed 
long before. The novelty grew ft ale , and 
the oddnefs began to lofe its fingylarity. 
This, I fay, 1 confefs to have perceived 
a confiderable time before. But one who 
h&s run down a hill for. any way, cannot 
well Hop his fpeed, till he has got to the 
bottom of it. 

I then thought proper to ceafe ti tup- 
ping my hobby -horfe about — to alight and 
perform my promife to ' the public , in a 
more ingenuous and fyftematical manner. 
Upon which occafion, I began to frame 
thefe notes — but could never fince find 
time to glaze them. So many other themes 
and fchemes fhot acrofs my fancy, and 
puzzled my purpofe, that I could not ftick 
to any one fubject long enough to make a 
volume of it — or acquit myfelfas an author. 

One of nay moft favourite defigns was , 
to compofe a little book , to be ftyled the 

Primmer for the ufe and benefit of 

grown nobility, gentry and others— -—to 
inftruct them what to fay, and how to 
act, upon all the general occafions of life*. 

* Here read the dedication over again. 
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I know of no work fo fhamefully want- 
ed at pre fen t, as fome code of this kind. 
There is , I confers , a certain connate li- 
berality of nature in fome perfons I hare 
met with, that infpires them to think, 
fpeak, and act, with a fpirit and virtue 
which fuperfedes, in a great mealure, 
the neceffity of education. Thefe inftances, 
though, are rare— may be flyled moral 
comets* 

The many are born with a fort of ori- 
ginal meanuefs in their minds ,- which re* 
folves every action, every idea into Jelf— 
and which the longeft line in heraldry , 
with the pofleffion of the largeft fortune, 
are not fufficient to countervail, without 
the affiftance of an academical tuition. 

But the generality of the curled darlings 
of our nation , tandem cufiode re mot o , 
fbake off a load from their fhoulders when 
they are emancipated from college : for 
fuch is their fenfe , or nonfenfe , of this 
matter.— —They are then apt to clafs Tul- 
ly's Offices, with Burgerfdicius , among the 
pedantry of the fchools, and become Toon 
poffefled of juft Christianity enough to fet 
then; above all Pagan moral— e* the flrin- 
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ing fins of the heathen world, as out 
orthodoxy affects to ftyle tliem. They then 
begin to look upon their own feelings to 
be the fare way of judging, and the u Pages 
of the world their only rule of* acting. 

From hence many liberal notions are 
differed to obtain , and many ignoble deeds 
aie practiced. — From hence arife, among 
the great, New-market jockies, Change- 
alley brokers, and corporation cafuifts. 
From hence the dignitaries of the law de- 
generate into attornies , and priefts in lawn 
dwindle into tytne-proctors. 

The fcope then of my ritual, was to 
fet forth the verum , at que decent t of 
morals, the truth and beauty of human 
actions— which it is incumbent, at leaft 
on perfons of a certain rank in life , either 
to practiCe or pretend. They would then 
be taught to perceive , that neither their 
own feelings', nor the u Cages of the world, 
were of authority fufficient to fupport vice, 
meannefs, or indecorum. This would be 
putting them to fchool again. — Thofe who 
want hearts , fhould be taught to get by 
heart. ■ 

The Koran. Vol L K * 
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Princes and nobles , fo titled , however 
they might he tempted to wallow in their 
'-own fties , would not then , perhaps , dare 
to emblazon their ftrumpets to the public 
view. Turf-minijlers alfo might then b« 
informed, that they had miftaken the me- 
taphor, when they let go the helm to 
take up the reins. 

The Marchionefs of Taviftock had not 
then lived the reproof and died the Te- 
proac'b , of fo many matrons on the fir ft 
benches at court. Thou hadft , moft fpotlefs 
Ephefian relict, devoted thyfeif to the 
grave with thy dead lord! They would 
facrifice their living ones. " Etfaciles nym- 
pkae ri/ere." And fuch is the accommo- 
dating fpirit of our modern laws , that di- 
vorces , now-a-days, like the fection of 
the polypus, are fufferedto generate new 
numbers from each part of the feparation. 
1 am not fuch a vifionary as to expect 
that any thing of this kind would render 
perrons virtuous , in fpite of •« the whole 
courfe of modern education. " c *£t quae 
fuerunt vitia, mores font." But I think 
that it might pofftbly fhame your "grown 
Mobility, gentry, and others," into the 
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difguifing, or concealing their vices at 
leaft; — which is* perhaps, noinconfide* 
rable point gained in morals. 

Eft quadam prodir* tenus — si non da- 
tur ultra. * 

The appearing or pretending to have 
more virtue than one has, is hypocrify; 
— but the not ex poling all the vices we 
are really guihy of, is certainly feme merit 
—to the public at leaft. 

So fhall difembling once be virtuous in 
you. 

A rich lawyer might , perhaps , notwith- 
standing, be tempted to purcHafe an ef- 
tate for half its value, becaufe the perCon 
who fold it, did fo in hafte, to extricate 
himfelf from a goal; — But after he had 
perufed my little book, he would never 
have boafted of the action — My ears would 
not then be fo much fhocked and offend- 
ed as they are -too frequently now every 
day. 

A profligate might Hill delude a fimple 
maiden , or purchafe the innocency of 
beauty from a needy parent ; but he would 

Ks 
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not make a confidant of fuch amours. He 
would not xaft the victim off to want , as 
well as infamy.; nor dare to proclaim his 
villany to the world. My enmity, -my ab- 
horrence, my Tefantment, with all the 
tribe of the uncomfortable , the unchari- 
table , and unhealthy- paffions , would not 
then harafs my poor fhattered frame. 

CHAP. XLL 
THE NATURAL EXHIBITION. 

ANOTHER vifion of mine, was, to 
open an exhibition for fine children, male 
and female, remarkable for their beauty, 
fymmehry , or athletic frame. In order to 
which , I had prepared a new and copious 
•edition of the Callipaedia — or, Art of 
Getting pretty Children ; illuftraUid with 
notes of my own , and enlarged with fe-veral 
philofophic hints , which had occurred to* 
jny mind whjlft this pleafant fancy was 
xunning in my head. 

There have been many fchools open- 
ed , for the exhibition of all the arts and 
Sciences ; but none , O fhame ! for Nature, 
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and her originals. He who copies the hu- 
man face- divine , receives a premium „ and 
applaufe— while he that prefents you with 
the matter- piece , or prototype, of the mi- 
mic work, has but his labour for. his pains 
— or., at beft, is referred , like virtue, to 
its own reward. 

This mightencourage the good old moral 
and political work of propagation. It would 
be reviving fomethiug fimilar to the ufeful 
Rtfman law, the fur triurn liberorum—* 
and be a reftraint on promifcuous inter* 
courfes, which terminate in barren nefs. 
Profligacy 4s a monfter , and never genet- 
rates. 

I can conceive no other reafon for fuck 
a febeme as this not having yet become 
an object .of the royal foundation , except 
that his prefent Majefty might not have 
fo juftly thought that his own family would 
be beft entitled to the gveateft emolument* 
of it , both from excellence and number* 

I ha^e amnfed my felf fometimes in one 
of my philolbphic moods, with fuppofing 
an handfome, well-made young couple, 
fetting.out on fuch a project as this. I will 
net indulge the freedom of imagination on 
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this (abject — though well Allured I am, 
that the -author ef beauty, harmony, and 
order, cannot&e difpleafed with a difqui- 
fition into it. 

■ Can the origin of nature he jealous at 
our inveftigationof the very inmoft recedes 
of its fecrets? Philofophy would become 
impiety at fuch a. thought. 

Many other projects of thefe kinds , fuffi- 
eient loquacem delaffare Fabium to relate., 
and which would require the age of a pa- 
triarch to execute— belides ten thoufand 
freaks that died in thinking— have pre* 
Tested themCelves to my active imagina- 
tion, even in the midft of pain, forrovr, 
and ficknefs; but I never was able to car- 
ry them farther than, minutes. 

For my mind has ever r eprefented the 
jargon of the fchools , with regard to mat- 
ter* which is defined to poflets a conatus 
ad motum, with a vis inertiae , or per- 
fect acquiescence ad requiem* at the fame 
time. You may fee what a fine thing this 
fame learning is. ' 
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CHAP. XJLII. 
THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. 

I FIND myrelf labouring, this inftant, 
under an irrefiftible impuJfe to mention 
one particular deGgn of mine — becaufe'tis 
of a lingular nature — which was , to write 
an historical and philosophical account 
and defcription of all the federal great 
epochas of the world , from the creation 
to the conflagration— from the beginning 
of time , when God faid , " Let there be 
light , and there was light ;" till the end 
of it, when he fhall fay, "Let there be 
fire , and there (hall be fire/* 

As there is but «ne notable event to be 
expected , between the prefent aera and 
the final confummatioa of all things — 
namely, "the gathering in of all nations, 
To as that ail may become one faith" — 
when Turks, Jews, Infidels, and Here- 
tics— Papifts, Prefby terians , Janfenifts, 
Mefhodifts, Moravians, Quietifts, Arians, 
Hugonots, Socinians, Anabaptifts, Mug- 
gletonians, Swadlers, and Quakers— are 
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there any more of them ? — f hall all become 
good protectants of the church of England , 
as by law eflablifhed. 

This ftiight, I fay , at firft appear a diffi- 
culty upon me. But on confidering the 
train that has been already laid , both in 
church and ftate , to bring that matter to 
pafs , I fancy that the intelligent reader 
will be of opinion with me , that it requires 
%ut a competent knowledge in politics and 
theology, to be able to predict the time 
when, and the manner how 9 this great 
crifis muft be brought to pafs. 

I gave my fentiments on this fubject, 
Tome years ago, in a private letter to Fre- 
deric the Third, his prefent majefty of 
Pruffia. Pray, now I think of it, do you 
know what became of that paper ? It was 
put into the bands of the P ruffian miniiter 
here , to be prefented to his matter , and 
-we have heard no more of the matter fince. 
But to conclude- 
As the firft thing in intention is generally 
the laft in execution, I have proceeded 
in this work accordingly , by writing back- 
wards, or Hebrew- wife, and fhall here 
prefent you with the laft chapter firft. 
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THE FINAL CHAPTER OF 
THE EPOCH AS. 

ARGUMENT, 

THE LAST DAY. 

The pillar* d firmament H rottenneb, 
And earth's bafe built on fiubfcie. 

Milt. 

JNOX, Erebus, and Chaos, now renew- 
ed their reign. All nature was convulfed.— 
The panther , lion , and the leopard , fled 
affrighted from their dens, and, tamed 
by terrour , grew the friends of man. The 
world became an ark, and adverfe beafts 
forgot their wonted ftrife, and fought alli- 
ance in each ether's fiercenefs. The howU 
io§ wolf now bleated like the lamb. The 
hawk 9 the vulture and the eagle , became 
pigeon-livered , and lacked galL The birds 
of rapine forfook their prey , and trembled 
for themfeires. The fhark, the dolphin, 
and leviathan, merged from the boiling 
deep , and fought the fervid Chore, The 
elements themfelves were changed in na- 
T/i4 Koran, V*U L L 
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ture's wreck. The rivers were dried up , 
and liquid ore fupplied their burning chan- 
nels. The clouds were turned to fire , and 
fhot their meteors through the aftonifhed 
fky. The air was flame, and breathing 
was no more. The firmament was melted 
down , and rained its fulphur o'er the 
pro&rate globe. The earth's foundations 
to the centre fhooh. Even charity was 
dumb— and virtue's felf flood fcarcelv un- 
appalled ! 

F I N I & 
M U N D I. 

CHAP. XLIII. 

MYSELF. 

AND here 9 perhaps, fince I have got 
into a train of de bribing my felf, it may 
amufe yon — or myfelf-*which makes very 
Kttle difference , in the mood I am in at pre- 
lent— ^to give you the character andpecu- 
liarities of Tria juneta in uno: — to which 
purpofe I Chair appropriate the whole of 
this chapter. % 

'The fi*ft and principal ehatacteriftic of 
.1 " v - \ . . . .'V .... 
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my indeles^-not indolence— for it is as 
active as paffionate, is philanthropy . This 
is the fine qua non of my compofition. This 
is my divinity, in which I live, and move, 
and have my being. ^ 

The momentum of my affections towards 
mankind , is in a reciprocal ratio between 
heaven and eatth. I place myfelf as a me- 
dium — and love others with that warmth 
and indulgence I would have my Creator 
manifefi towards my felf— forgiving their er- 
rors , palliating their infirmities , and will- 
ing both their temporal and eternal feli- 
city. Amen. 

This turn of mind is the firft thing that 
awakens with roe* and the laft I part 
with when I take leave of my fenfes. I 
nave frequently fuppofed myfelf a fove» 
reign prince , and fpent many an entire 
day in fettling my houfehold, with all 
the other offices and departments of my 
kingdom., 

Nay # I do actually av*r , that 1 fat down 
gravely one morning to a fheet of paper r 
and, entered the names of all my friend* 
and acquaintance f6r employs ; claulng 
them .according to ^heir respective merits. 

L 2 
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and capacities ; preferring Hill , as becomes 
a king to do, fuperiour talents and virtue, 
to my fond eft connexions. 

Pray, was not this a feene for Moor- 
fields ? Andttould not fitch a manufcript 
as this , found in my poffeflion , appear 
to have been copied from charcoal on the 
walls of a cell? I do confefs, that I did 
once ferioufly think myfelf mad , for a 
considerable portion of my life, on account 
of fiich reveries and extravagancies as 
thefe— till I happily found out , that my 
fufpicion arofe chiefly from my having kept 
company, during that fad interval, with 
a parcel of Luke -warm fools. 

At other times , I have abfolutely re- 
futed being a king. I burned my lift , and 
cried out , Nolo coronari. This Ration did 
not fufficiently fatisfy my thirft of power 
and dominion. It extended only to the 
temporal welfare of mankind, and was 
refiricted to that fcanty portion of them 
which was comprehended within the nar- 
row limits of my own empire— and could 
bear an infurance only during my own life. 
I prefer Socrates to Solon , and would 
lather prefide in the moral than the po- 
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litical government of mankind. This is the 
only true ambition, to affume to one's 
felf that department in life which extends 
equally to all nations, to all ages, and 
Teaches even to eternity itfelf. 

I am , perhaps , one of the greateft phi- 
lofophers you know in the world. Men 
of fenfe admire , and fools envy this fup- 
pofed fuperiority of talent in me. They 
think it muft have been achieved by dint 
of ftudy , labour , and refolution , with the 
natural advantages of a gifted capacity # 
and great ftrength of mind. 

I would not have them think fo :— in 
the firft place, becaufe it is not true;— 
and in the next, fuch a notion as this 
might deter others from ever attempting 
to arrive at fuch an happy, but eafy ex- 
cellence of character. Let me undeceive 
them. 

I was as other men are , till about the 
age of two-and-twenty/I refented pain, 
ncknefr , disappointment , and dlftrefs , as 
naturally as I did heat and cold, hunger 
and thirft. I had ever a turn for reflec- 
tion. I lay tumbling and tolling one morn- 
ing in bed , my mind labouring juft then 
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tinder the preffure of forae one or more 
«f the above catalogue of ills, and con- 
templating the infinite fuperiority' of the 
ancient philofophy, upon all fuch trials 
as thefe. 

I envied, I admired this happy poffef- 
fion of one's *wh mirid. I took heart of 
{race, on the inftant, and filliping my 
Sngers, cried out, M I will myfelf be a 
philofopher. " I immediately arofe — re- 
fbiving not to fall afteep again and forget 
it. I put on the breeches of a philofopher 
•— poffibly , at that time , of an heathen 
t>ne — — antr fo Commenced phUofopher 
for life : — —and I alfb am a painter. 
: This, be allured of it, gentlemen, was 
the 4>nly le&bn or degree I ever took in 
truly hobte fcienoe of defence— and found 
It to be all-furficierrt. 

The difficulties we apprehend , more 
than thofe wo find , in an attempt of this 
kind, as well as in the ftrife with all our 
paffions, is the only thing that prevents 
philofophy and virtue from being com* 
anoniy attainable in general life. 

What makes the difference between a 
chafte woman-, and a frail one ? The one 
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bad ftruggled , and the other not; Between 
« brave man , and a coward ? The one 
had ftraggled, and the other -not. An hq- 
•nefLman , and a knave ? One had ftrag- 
gled, the other not. 

I am generally cheerful— — but more re- 
markably lively under pain, ficknefs, or 
-misfortunes— provided the misfortune be 
-all my own — than at any other time of 
-my life. Vifiting the fick ceafes to be * 
fcripture doty , when, referred to me* Folks 
crowd to my couch, not to bemoan, but 
be merry a,t, my fuffexings— >to hear me 
confefs wit on the rack, and refine my ore 
in the crucible. 

A friend of mine , thinking me expiring 
once under the Cevere cttforder of a bilious 
cholic— — and I fbould certainly have pop- 
ped at that very infiant , if I bad not , mod 
luckily, bejen given over by the pnyficians 
and confequently no longer plied with me- 
dicine. My friepd, I fay, expressed him- 
felf extremely Checked at theindecent mer- 
• riment, as he fiyled it, with which I was 
going out of the world. The reply I made 
him , was pretty nearly in thefe worcjs : 

"Your lazy or indolent Chriflian is. too 
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apt to eherifh in his mind a dangerous 
opinion of the efficacy of a death-bed re- 
pentance<— J was xierer mad enough to truft 
to it. When Socrates was aCked , juft bo* 
fore his trial, why he did not prepare him- 
ffelf forhis defence, he nobly anfwered, 
I have been doing nothing elfe all my life." 
. " He who defers the great work of fal- 
ration till his lalt moments, hath loiter- 
ed away his time , till the night cometh.. 
In which no man can work.— A death-bed 
attrition*— * and what is it more, when it 
cornea to that ? may be compared to Va- 
aini's laft exclamation— who , though an 
atheift all his life , called upon God in the 
flames." 

"Shall an apoplexy deprive us offal- 
ration ? If not , then what but fear need 
render us To difraal on our exit? Life is 

, iifelf a jeft Then Curely death raufi be 

the very cream of it. The longeft life is 
as fhort as an epigram , and our end is 
but the point of it." 

My fober friend walked away into a cor- 
ner of the bed-chamher, and ejaculated* 

* Repentance through fear of punifhment , 
not Torrow for fin; which latter is Called con- 
trition. 
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CHAP. XLIV. 
A SHORT CHAPTER. 

Wh A T a chapter was the Ian ! There 
will be no end of it, if I once get into an 
habit of writing fuch long ones. But when* 
over felf happens to become the fubjeot, 
one feldom knows when to have done* 
This is the only theme upon which I was 
ever tempted to expatiate— —which, in 
other words , is to be tedious. 

Fox, in general, my writings do not 
fmell much of the lamp. They Teem moft 
of them rather to have been written when 
I had natural light enough — even at the 
very' full of the moon. Can die Critical 
Reviewers themfelves fay any thing worfo 
of them ? 

. ^ .' 

CHAP. XLV. 

A SHORTER. 

OUT even thefe fhort chapters appear 
too prolix to, me— —I hope not to you 
— —though they contain each of tfieni 
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t>nly one head a-piece. So that I am re- 
folved here to put an end to them all , 
and write nothing but fentences , throughout 
the fecond volume. 

1 am not fo vain as to think that my 
ipro verbs will be as good as Solomon's — 
or Sancho's either — but this I will venture 
to fay 9 that they fball beat them all to 
.nothing to- number, 

END OF PART I. 

W-H1CH CONCLUDES VOL. FIRST. 

POSTSCRIPT; 

tO THJS PRINTER. 

iLEASE, Sir, to Tend your devil, with 
my compliments to Meflieurs the Miniftry, 
aflfuring them, that it was not, by any 
means, in derogation to the golden age 
of the prefent admlnifiration , but merely 
from the cafualty of my fubject matter, 
that the chapters of this book happen To 
exactly to complete the number Forty five* 
THE EDITOR. 
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A U' T H O R 

TO TBI 

READE R . 

Whether any of the fpiiowin*; 

thoughts or remarks' have been conceived 
by others, before me, or no, I cannot 
pretend to fay ; for , as they fpontaneouf- 
]y occurred to my mind, I minuted them 
down , without ever taking the* trouble of 
inquiring into their origin ot derivation. 
And in truth, a labour of this kind 
would have been infinite and uncertain-*— 
for it is almoft impoffible, after all, for 
any perfon who reads much , and reflects 
a good deal, to be able, upon every oe- 
cafion , to determine whether a thought was 
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another's, or his own. Nay, I declare, 
that I have feveral times quoted fentences 
out of my own writings , in aid of my own 
arguments in.converfation; thinking that 
I was fupporting them by Tome better 
authority. 

For my own part, I do affirm, that it 
would afford me a mo ft flattering pleafure 
to find them all imputed — For, as I can 
truly acquit my confcience of the leaft 
manner of, plagiarifm , this very coinci- 
dence of fentiment and opinions , would 
ferve to prove the juftnefs of them,: pretty 
nearly r- — as two clocks which chime to- 
gether , very probably mark the right hour 
of the day—for the degrees of error are 
lb numerous and various, while the point 
of truth is.but Jirnplea, dunta&at , etunum, 
that the odds muft be manifold „ that no- 
two irregular agents fhall exactly hit upon 
the fame falfe meafure. 
.But that nothirjg.p, new under the, fun,, 
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was declared by Solo to on fotneyeaTs ago? 
and it is impoiTible to provide againft evils 
that have already come to pafs. So that 
I am fure I havereafoa 10 cry out, with' 
Donatus, apud Jerom— 

Pereant , qui , ahte no* , nctflra dixerunf* 

n 
For I have ever wrote without, ftudy r 

books, or example, and yet have been 
charged with having borrowed this hint 
from Rabelais, that from Montaigne, ano- 
ther from Martinus Scriblerns 9 etc, with? 
out having ever, read thefirfi, er remem* 
bered a word of .the latter. . 9 

So that , all we can poffibly fay of tht 
moft original authors , now-a-days , is not , 
that they fay any. thing new, but only; 
that they are capable of faying ftich and 
Euch things themfelves , " if th^y bad never 
been faid before them." 

But as monarchs 'have a right to call ro> 
the;Xpecie of a fiaty* ajad raife its value*; 
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by their own impreffibn ; To are there cer- 
tain prerogative geniufes, who are above 
plagiaries — who cannot be faid to fleaf , 
but, from their improvement of a thought, 
father to borrow it, and repay the com- 
monwealth of letters with intereft again ; 
and may more properly be faid to adopt, 
than to kidnap , a' (Sentiment , by leaving 
ft heir to their own fame. 

I do net pretend to claft myffelf among 
fuch privileged wit*-— I never borrow , left 
I fhould nor be able to pay— but have on- 
ly made the above remark , to fhew the 
tandour of my own criticifm upon all fuch 
occurrences as thefe. 

It may, perhaps, be lequifite here to 
explain a new term I have mad$ ufe of 
in the title-page of this part of my work. 
The word Callimachies I have framed from' 
Callimachus, the name of a Greek pott, 
of whom it is faid, that he had written 
above eight hundred* legant poems , which 
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were all comprehended in about fire hun- 
dred pages. 

I was pleated with (his character of his 
works.— I hate your firiptus et in terg* 
authors — and have therefore taken the 
liberty x>f denominating all concife or fen* 
tentious writings Callimachies , after hit 
name. I thought it advrfeable to give this 
-definition of the word, left the Critical 
Reviewers fhould derive it from the French 
phrafe Gallimatias.- 

I like this manner of writing extremely* 
—-It is really being too hard upon the 
public, "to turn over a new leaf with 
them ," upon an old fcore 9 continually.- 
And whenever my bookfeller , who buys 
by the bulk— and fuch works deferve to 
remain. on it — obliges me to augment my 
pages, I generally contrive to give the 
reader fume new fubject— or none at all— 
which does as well , as it ferves equally 
for amufement to find one out, 

TAeJC9run.V9l.il. M 

\ 
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But , indeed, if the editox of thefe loofe 
Jheets — 1 don't mean immodefi ones—- 
.would take my advice , for his own profit , 
j he would by no means publifh them at 
all— >but fell them privately, to Tome of 
the wit- led authors of the prefent age, 
who have attained to a certain knack of 
writing, bothinprofe and vexfe, without 
matter, fancy, or invention— * , 

Without one thought to interrupt the 

This collection, then, might, perhaps, 
ferve to embellifh their works a and help 
them off the bulk a little. 

Farewell, neighbour.— 
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CALLIMACHIES , etc. 

i. A PERSON may not merit favour, 
as that is only the claim of man , but can 
never demerit charity, for that is the com- 
in and of God. 

.... i... <• Ml 

2. In Sophocles, Jocafta prays to the 
Lycian Apollo, and fays , " That f he came 
to his temple , becaufe it was the neareft." 
This was bnt a lorry compliment to his 
godfhip,— It is the fame, however, that 
people generally pay to religion; who 
abide by the doctrines and faith they hare 
been bred up in, merely to fave them- 
felves the trouble of fe eking farther. 

3. Invent portum—Spes et fortuna t>«- 

Sat me lufifils—Ludite nunc allot* 

There is a bad moral expreffed here, 
in the word Ludite.—l would have faid 

M 2 
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lather par cite. — The writer did not de- 
serve invenire portum. 

4. There » a great ftiffnefs in the ftyle 
and manner of Pliny's Epifilei. This was 
his character throughout ; for he profefles 
Jumfelf an admirer of evergreens , dipt 
into the f hapes «f men and other animals. 
I think, that Orrery was a fitter tranflator 
for him than Melmoth , for that reafbn. 

5. Political and natural connexions axe 
different ideas. Hook upon all ties of affi- 
nity , or confanguinity merely , to be of 
the firft kind.. Lore and friendfhip form 
the only natural alliances* 

6. There is no fuch thing as an impar- 
tial reprefentation. A looking-glafs, one 
might be apt to imagine , was an exception 

. to this propofition ; and yet we never fee 
our own faces juftly in one. It gives us 
nothing but the translations of them. A 
mirror even reveries our features , and 
prefeate our left hand for our right. This 
is an emblem of all perfonal reflections. 

7. I prefer a private to a public life. 
For 1 love my friends, and therefore love 
but few. 

8* The confinement of the unity of time, 
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in the drama , forces the poet often to 
violate nature, in compliment merely to 
the appearance of truth. For ho mutt fee 
obliged to com pre fs actions within the> 
-compafs of three hours , which , in the or- 
binary cotnfe of thrngs , wouid require the 
lei fore of .as many days, perhaps years 9 
to bring to pafs. 

A play is but an acted novel , of about 
three hours reading, and fhould not be 
reftrained within the limits of any given 
time , in the ftory , though the reprefen- 
tation ought not to exceed the ufual one. 

-9. Impatience is the principal caufe of 
mod of oar irregularities and extravagan- 
cies. I would fometimes have paid a guinea 
to be at fome particular ball or affembly , 
and Something has prevented my going 
there. After it was over, I would not give 
a (hilling to have been there* 

I would pay a crown at any time for 
a venifon ordinary. Bnt , after baring dia. 
ed on beef or mutton , I would not give 
a penny to have had ft venifon. 

Think frequently on this reflection, yt 
giddy, and ye extravagant. 

10. There is fuch a torture, happily va« 
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known to ancient tyranny , as talking a 
,man to death* Marcus Aurelius advifes to 
,affent readily to. great talkers — in hopes., 
J fuppofe, to pat an end to the argument* 

An epitaph on the unlamented death of 
a talkative old maid* By myjelf* 

• Here lieth the foody of M. B. fpinfler, 
aged forty. three, who on the joth day of 
AuguR 1764, became Bleat, 

1 1 . A tragic writer can eall fpirits from 
the rafty deep , and reanimate the dead* 

12. Mr. Guthrie, in his Eflay on Trage- 
dy, difiinguifhes between a poet and a 
genius. He muft have meant only rhymers , 
verifiers, or poetafters ; for I will, not ad- 
mit a perfon to be a poet without a genius. 

13. One does not require nor think of 
a fire , often, in fpring or autumn; yet I 
•don't know how it is , but when we have 
happened by chance topafs near one, the 
fenfation it communicates is fo pleafant, 
that we feel ourfelves rather inclined to 
indulge it. 

This is analogous to temptation— and 
the moral is, "keep away from the fire." 
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— 1 — Who venture in,. . 
. Have half acquiefced in the fin. 

This is the fentiment of fome poet ; but 
I can riot make out the diftich. Nor is it 
at all material; for that fentence rauft be 
.poor, indeed, that owes its merit to its 
metre. — Weight, not me a Cure, is the pro* 
per ftandard of true fterling. 

14. Cuftom is too apt to obtain a func- 
tion, by becoming a fecond nature. This 
Thould be admitted only in in di fife rent mat- 
ters ; for, in others, ufe only renders abufe 
familiar, and makes cuftom the more re* 
prehennble. 

15. Perfons of fenfe forefee a erifis , 
and temporize with occafion. Short-fighted 
people never comply ,'tili occafion be cornea 
necelfity — and then it is often too late* 

16. Some folk think it fufflcieat to be 
good Chriftians without being good men-— 
fo fpend their lives in, whoring, drinking, 
cheating— and praying. 

17. Some people pafs through life fober- 
ly and religioufly enough , without know- 
ing why , or reafoning about it— but , from 
force of habit merely , go to heaven tike 
fools, * 
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18. Mechanical ChriHians make an of- 
fice of their pews, for the difpatch of 
thinners. 

19. Going to prayer with bad affections, 
ts like paying one's levee in an undrefs.— 

There is a great deal of fpecies of wit , 
in many admired writings, where tire £• 
mile falls fhort of the comparifon* 

*o. Religion was too abftracted before 
the coming of our Sariour. But the clothing 
the Divinity with matter, hath presented 
us with a fenfible object of our adoration— 
which was abfolotely neceflary to attract 
the devotion of the many.— For a philo- 
fophic Terigion is a religion— for a philo- 
fopher only. 

21. Marcus Anrelins fays, that he had 
learned from Apollinus, "not to be im- 
patient when his arguments happen not 
to be apprehended."— 

I think there is a reafon , befides the 
philosophic one, for this — A perfon ought 
rather to triumph upon the advantages 
•f fuperiour knowledge or underftanding • 
which fhould incline him more to pity 
than refentment. 

**. People who are always taking care 
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ef their health , are like mifers , who are 
hoarding up a treafure which they have 
never fpirit enough to enjoy* 

«3- When I fee good, .men. flying oitfin* 
while worthleff fellows are fuffered to live , 
I feel the force of that paflage in the Efalms 
moft emphatically — " The Lord wifhes not 
the death, of a firmer." 

34, The nibbling of critics, like the 
mites in cbeefe, depreciate a. work to 
Tome , but enrich^, to, others. Quere ?; , 

95. Men tire themfelves in purfuit of 
reft. The reply of Callifihenes to Alexan- 
der, may be here applied — Was it.Cai- 
lifihenes , or — ? Not material : — though, 
fome literary blockheads would ,. perhaps » 
make a bufile about it. 
. *$. It is. an impiow proflitujion^pf jjta, 
facrament, to adminiiier it to the adulte* 
rer, the oppreflbr* or as a teft,, merely- 
by way of qualification for fome. tempo* 
xal office. Thofe only fhould be admitted 
to the communion, who qualify them-, 
felves for the next world — not thofe who 
receive it felely for this. ,,. SJj ,, ,: ,„ 

27. Titles of honour are like the im* 
prefllons on coins — which add no value 

The Koran, Vol II. N 
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to goW and filver, bat' only render brafs 
current, . " 

28. There is no fuch thing as real hap- 
jrfnefsr In life. The jtifteft definition that 
was ever given of it, was, "A tranquil 
actyuiefcence under an agreeable delation." 
«*-I forget where. 

49. I have known many men who have 
worn out what little fen re had been born 
with them, long before their deaths— but 
yet - , having- been' trained op in office bu- 
Jraefs', of fome mechanical trade— as the 
army , or the church— continued to pafs 
through them frill , like children in a go- 
cart , without either fufpecting themfelves , 
or 1 being detected by others. 

If you flice off the head of a turkey- 
cock after it has been once fet a running, 
it will continue to keep ftriding on, in 
the fame Balking gait, for fever al yards , 
before 1 it drops. 

] I ha* ve known feveral people pafs through 
lite , plaufibVy enough, with as little brains. 
as an headlefs turkey-cock. 

30. It was an apt faying of Epicurus »• 
•* Stultus Jemptr incipit vivere" 
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31. Swift's lore-Cong, in the modem 
tafte, beginning, 

"Fluttering, fpread thy purple pinions, 
Gentle Cupid , o'er my heart ; 
I a Have in thy dominions — 
Nature muft give way to art," 

was not a.whU too outre* , upon the pret- 
tily worded, noflfenfe of our lyrics and 
funneteers. 

I happened to be looking orer my daugh- 
ter's mufic-book this morning, and met 
with feveral celebrated Pongs , performed 
with vaft applaufe at Ranelaugh and Vaux- 
hall, which have been penned fince that 
cautionary ode bad appeared in the world 
—where the authors not having the feaz 
of Swift before their eyes— and in utter 
contempt of our fovereign lord the poet* 
laureat — fuch horrid murders as thefe have 
been wilfully perpetrated , viz. 

One lover begins , in open defiance of 
the laws, thus— n 

' •« Have you not fe'etrtbe fun, 
When funk beneath the hills 2 
Then have you feen my Molly fair," etc, 

N 2 
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which , being interpreted , Is exactly this 

-" Provided that you have never hap* 

pened to fee the fun , when it had become 
invifible , then I will admit that you might 
have feen my Molly fair , who beats the 
tun— out offghtr 

Another poet bewitched , too fublime for 
groveling nonfenfe, elevates his pafflon 
at onefe into a crime.— For, concluding a 
verfe with this pofition, that 

" Fri<ndChip with woman Ms fjfter to 
love /'. 

- he commits a poetical ineeft at once— - 
flapdafh. 

* But the genius that pleafed and puzzled 
me the moft , was the author of the fol- 
lowing ftanza : 

" Come , take your glafs 9 
The northern lafs 

So prettily advifed— 
I took my glafs, 

And really was 
Agreeably furprifed" 

Upon which arife two queftioss , equally 
taterefting, to be refolved here— —name- 
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ly . Wbatwas the glafs? and what the 
fuiprife ? 

The latter, indeed, he lets ns into the 
fecret of, in the next verfe— —-which hap- 
pens to be the lafs's beauty — and we ate 
to fuppofe this to have been the very fitft 
time he had ever feen it — —by his being 
fo much furprifed at the fight.-* But then, 
why , not furprifed before he' had taken 

his glafs, as well as after? Which, 

leads as to the folution of the firft quef- 
tion, What manner of glafs this was ? 

Here the commentators differ extreme- 
ly— one feet affirming it to have been a 
magnifying glafs— which had furprifingljr 
increafed the dimenfions of thofe charms, 
which had appeared nothing remarkable 
to the naked eye before. 

Another opinion , and to which , I con- 
fefs , I more incline , as being the mofi 
orthodox , is , that it rauft have been a 

drinking glafs. -That the northern lafs , 

being .fomewbat chilly, had challenged 
our poet to take a bout with her, — and 
had bumpered him into a fort of Scotch 
— or fecond fight -^or, in other words , had 
plied him up to that pitch of potation, 
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when men are faidto fee double— by which 
means it became a multiplying glafs — 
which mufi have increased the nuniber of 
her charms to fo agreeably fur p riling a 
degree, as the lover appears to have been 
4b enraptured at. 

And what ferves, in my opinion, to 
fender this the more natural interpreta- 
tion of the difficulty , is , that pbilofophy 
has obferved , in proportion as men grow 
warm with wine , their penchant towards 
the act of multiplication grows ftrongec 
and Aronger. 

' $t. Zed led a fort- of lig-zag life , gain- 
ing his points by indireot courfes, as a 
(hip makes her voyage , by tacks , in an 
adverfe wind. 

33. Varium et mutabilejemper foemina. 

Virg. 

Thefe epithets are faid to be fynony- 

mous. 1 think not. The fir ft ex- 

preffion alludes to the temper, and the 
fecond regards the affections. 

34. A reflection on the fhortnefs and 
vanity of human life : 

I never fee a man cock his hat, but I 
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think of my poor father, who has been 
long dead; and am apt to cry out, as be- 
comes a philofopher— — "What fignifies 
cocking one's hat?" 

35. I never knew bat one perfon who 
interfered between man and wife, either 
.with fafety or fuccefs. Upon adom.eftic/)rp 

and con once between the parties, that 
was riling even to blows , a friend of mine., 
who happened to be by , Jiit the husband 
a ftroke with his right hand, crying, "{to 
quiet , you brute ;" and llruck the womaa 
at the fame time with his left, faying, 
" Hold your tongue , you. vixen," Then re* 
pealing his moral ad monitionsjand friend- 
ly buffets, with a "Peace, yoiim'enfter— 
Have done, you termagant — Hands off, 
you coward — Retire, you virago"— a fit 
of fhame and laughing feized them both 
at the fame time, at fuch extraordinary 
and impartial an umpirifm : they fhook 
hands immediately , and became good 
. friends for the reft of their lives. 

36. Poets fhould turn . philofophers ia 
age , as^ Pope did. We are apt to gro^f 
chilly , when we fit out our fire. 

37. A certain perfon expteJTed himfelf 
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-once very happily (in making an apology 
for his epic urifm) , by faying, that "he 
had unfortunately contracted an ill habit 
of living well/' 

' $S* The more tickets yon have in a 
tottery , the wotfe four chance. And it m 
ffae^actfe of Tirtnes , *n the lottery of life. 
1w>« ™%b* homines t tot fententUe?'— 
& tiannot then be deemed partiality or 
^srtjudice , to prefer one's own opinion 
to ihtA of others.— If you can pleafe but 
Sorte per'fon in the world , why fhould you 
sutt give the preference to yourfetf ? 
-'So much for the fpoit of fancy. But 1 
fhould rather give the preference to ano- 
ther. It is impoffible for faith to conceive, 
without haying felt it, the fuperieur plea- 
fure of loving another perfoa better than 
ohjs Telf. 

40. Attornies are to lawyers, what apo- 
thecaries are to phyficiaii*— only that they 
do not deal infcruples. 

41. Writings of wit or genius, in the 
prefent times, is but lighting a caudle to 
thei>Un<L— It fuppHes them only with a 
glare, but affords them no view. 

4*. The definition of the Godhead is , 
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"That his intelligence requires no reafon- 
ing— Neither propofitions., premifes , nor 
deductions , are necejTary to bim. He is 
purely intuitive. Sees equally what every 
thing is poffible to be,— All truths are but 
one idea only. All fpacebut a fingle point, 
and eternity itfelf but an inftant " 

This is a truly philofophic idea of the 
Godhead , and is fuited to it alone , In 
one very peculiar 4enfc— that ■ any being 
lefs than infinite , woftld be rendered mife- 
rable by fuch endowments. Reafonhig , ia- 
veftigation , progreffive knowledge, hopes, 
completions, variety, fociety, etc. would 
be at an end. 

The Hole pleafures of fuch a being, if 
not God , mutt be thofe of a brute— reduced 
to fenfaality alone. This miii have been 
the Hate of your demigods , if ever there 
had been any fuch— your bull and fwaa 
Jupiters— your fwine-w allowing Bacchufes 
—your B-lt-m-e Plutoes— etc. 

43. A clever fellow,— The word clever 
19 an adjunct, in which all the learned 
languages are deficient.— There is no ex* 
preffion in any of them , which conveys 
the comprehenfive* idea of this epithet. 
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May we not from hence fuppofe , that 
-.the character here intended, as well ay 
the expfeffion, is peculiar to thefe king- 
doms? — And, indeed, it is in a land of 
liberty only that a man can he completely 
clever. 

44. How- Chocking to humanity, to fee 
-the picture of religion befmeared with fu- 
perftitien, jufiice blooded with cruelty, 
and lore framed with luftl 

45. A tree is to be judged by its fruit, 
not its bloflbms — Que re — — . 

46. There was a book lately publifhed, 
ftyiod, "Of the future lives of brutes," 
which gave great offence to your divines. 
I cannot fee why. The only fault I fonnd 
with it was, that it was but poorly written. 

Is there only fuch a proportion of fal* 
vation in the gift of Providence, that par- 
fons need be jealous of the participation ? 
To fuppofe the inferiour animals of the 
.creation to be endowed with fouls, mult 
prefuppofe our own to be out of all dif- 
pute. 

There is certainly a remarkable diffe- 
rence in the morals of all the domeftie ani- 
mals , even of the fame fpecies. The beaft* 
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of the defert we will fuppofe to be uni- % 
fermly vicious. We will fuppofe alfo , that 
thefe are to be the devils of brutes in the 
four-footed Tartarus. 

47* O navis / referent te , otc. 

The comparing a commonwealth to a 
fhip, is one of the jufteft alluftens in poli- 
tics that can be imagined.-— —But this 
fimile is more peculiarly adapted to Great 
Britain, than to any other ftate in thje 
world.; tt3 it has a double right to it , both 
as an if land , and the fixft maritime power* 
both in naval firength and commerce. 

Whenever, therefore, I hear of our en- 
tering, into a Continental war, I think I 
fee the brave tars dragging their Chips 
through the Breets of London, and begging 
their bread, like the Thames boatmen in 
the time of a froft; or drawn up from, the 
fea-coa&s , through Flanders , to be ufed as 
fcaling-ladders , or battering rams , againft 
the walls of Fontenoy , Ghent, or Bruges. 

48. I had a patron once, who ufed to 
poblifh his kind intentions towards me to 
the world, and fp paid himfelf before* 
hand, without waiting for a reveruen from 
gratitude. 
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A generous mind may be compared to 
the Latin dative, which has no preced- 
ing article, and does not declare its cafe, 
till it comes to the termination. 

Is there not "fuch a proverb a "work* 
ing for a dead horft ? " This was the cafe. 
As he. bad already paid hisafelf* the work 
went (lowly on^-awd is aot imifhed yet 

40. I luire fach averfioa to tU temper, 
that I could fooner forgive my wife adul- 
tery , than troflaeft. I cannot tafie Caffifo's 
Jkifs on her lips % hat I can fee a lour on 
her brow. 

5*. I have fa great a contempt and de- 
teftation for mean nefs , that I could fooner 
make a friend of one who had committed 
murder* <thaA of a perfoa who could be 
capable , in any tafta nee , of tli e former vice. 

Under meannefs , I comprehend difho- 
nefty— —under difhonefiy , ingratitude — 
under ingratitude, irreligion— and under 
this latter, every fpecies of vice and im- 
morality in human nature. 

51. There are many Ways of inducing 
fleep—- The thinking of purling rills, or 
waving woods— Reckoning of numbers- 
Droppings from a wet fponge, fixed over 
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a brafs pan* etc.<-*»Bnt tempeiriance and 

exercife anfwer much better* than" an/ of 

thefe fuccedaneums. 

;■»• 5«.» Lire ,to learn, and leacn to live— 

Quaint. 

• 53. I have an higher opinion of the fen fe 

and virtue of women— and ever had-*-thao 

men, or even women themfelves, gene* 

rally have. 
54. Death is only terrible to us, as a 

change of fiete.— Let us then live fo , aa 

to make it only a continuation of it, by 
the uniform practice of charity , beoevo- 
lehee and religion, which are to wk the 

exerdfes of the' next life— unlets we are 
to be as- idie and worthless there, as the; 
gods of Lucretius. 

' 55* I would- ratJier go- barefoot, tbaa< 
do a difhoneft thing.— Better to have one's 
feet dirty , than their hands. — Wbofe ftyle 
is this? • 

$6. Some peers of my acquaintance put 
me in mind of a perfon I once knew, 
whofe name, names, or nomen^ multitu- 
dinis , was , Caefar , Auguftus , Guftayus 
Adolphus , Mark Anthony , Timothy Keel- 
ing — da acing-m after, . . • 1 
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57. It (hocks ifi* to think; hew much 
ftrifcbief almoft every man may do«wbo 
will but refolvc to do. all he can. : 
'■$$•■ To framJeUi ro/px .<& refervt.oL the 
Hglieft and moft mifhapen men , and a bo- 
^j of Amazons : too , of the Came fiamp, 
trained to- war * to be fent apdn the fervice 
el the forlorn hope ± would , mefthinks. , he 
a vaft improvement in tactics. ■ 1 • 
'. Perfona under fuch deEciiptionsmaft.be 
more prodigal of life than others— and 
would , befides , be a lets lofa to the com- 
munity* 1 The Feri facie m won Pharfalie , 
b e li a Jl poor Pompey's tsoops happened , 
unfortunately •, to have been handfome fel-. 
tows.**- But il his legions had been formed , 
or deformed , out of the above corps r 
Giaelar. might r ^perhaps, .have had reafon 
to be forry that he had ever pafled the 
Rubicon. 

There is alfo fomething terrifying m the 
uglmefs of an enemy. One is apt to. ex- 
pect lefs humanity , mercy, or quarter, 
from fuch phyJuognomies; " Novitate afpec- 
tut , milites penculfi." fays,TacUus. ,Kill, 
or be killed, deems, in this cafe, the on- 
ly word of action. 
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From hence fucb perfons are ftyled fright- 
ful — that is, apt to create fears in others* 
The King of Pruffia Teemed to have con* 
ceived fuch a philofophic -notion as this, 
when he framed the regiment of death ia 
the laft war. 

59. Our doctors fay , that the dead f hall 
rife again with bodies. This notion appears* 
to be an article of faith , agreeable rather 
to the doctrine of . a Mahometan prieft r 
than a Chriftian divine. 

It would be unphilofophie to tuppofev 
that flefh and blood fhall lofe their pro* 
perties. after resurrection — nor, indeed, to 
do them juft ice , is it pretended. — And if 
To, -I'll anfwer for it, that the Turkifh 
fcheme of parsdife will be the practice, 
though all the metaphy fits of a Chriftiaa- 
fhould be the faith. 

60. Phyficrans ought never to drink.-— '. 
Whenever any diftemper. affects them* 
felves , they always call in foreign aid- 
thinking, very juftly, that the flighteft. 
diforder might impair the judgment. And 
yet, methinks, a. man may be able. to; 
preferve his fenfes much better, in the firft 
fiages o£ a f e ver , than after a bottle of wine. ; 
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61. The preachers abroad* life fo much 
geAuie and action in. their delivery , that 
the congregation becomes an audience, 
the moment the text is given oufc— — for 
, they imagine tbemfelves to be prefent at 
Aefchylus's theatre, where the fpeethes 
were all fpoken , with correfpondenj gefti* 
eulation, from a pulpit, ... . 

6t« We may. imitate, the deity in all. hi* 
attributes; but mercy is the- only one ia 
which we can pretend to equal him. We 
cannot, indeed., give like God— but fure- 
ly we may forgive like him.-^This is the 
ftyle in which- South and Taylor quibble 
your fouls to heaven. 

6$, The different judgments we are apt 
to frame upon- the deaf and blind * with 
regard to their refpective.i misfortunes, is 
owing to our feeing the blind generally 
in his beft iituation, and the deaf in his 
worfi — namely', in company. The deaf is 
certainly the happier of the two, when 
they are each alone. 

64. An epicure defires but one difh; a 
glutton would have two. 

65. An atheift is more reclaimable than 
apapiftf— -<-.as ignorance is fooner cured, 
than fuperfiition, 



The KORAN. 161 

66, A fober man , when drank , has the 
fame kind of ftupidity about him , that a 
drunken man has when he is fober. 
' 67. The chafie mind, like a polifhed 
plane, may admit foul thoughts, without 
receiving their tincture. 

68. Shakefpear may be ftyled the oracle 
of natnre. He fpeaks fcience without learn- 
ing , and writes the language of the prefent 
times. 

69, It is a great error in the political 
constitution of England , that the peerage 
is not limited. — The body itfelf would 
derive greater honour, refpect and confe- 
rence, from fu-ch a Teftriction. At pre- 
fent, lords are as plenty in thefe kingdoms, 
as German connts and French marquiffes 
abroad ; or as the Polifh nobility , who 
are reported to be two hundred thoufand 

firong read throng and as little 

diftinguiftied from the commonalty. 

But (his is not the particular that I moft 
refent. — —I fpeak not as a lord, but as 
a common wealth -man. — The tncreafe of 
the peerage nmft foon deftroy the great 
bulwark of the ftate, by over-balancing 
the weight of the commons. Men of the 
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largeft fortunes obtain titles, and leave 
none but middling ones in the lower houfe. 
This reduces their importance and dignity* 

And thofe who fucceed thefe peers in 
parliament # are generally their brothers, 
their Tons, or other dependents — — This 
•ncreafes the influence and fway of the 
upper houfe.— —So that the rule otomne 
majus, may, poffibly, Toon be as true in 
politics , as it is in philofophy. ■ * 

The conftituents are a reftraint on their 
teprefentatir.es, once, at leaft, in fey en 
years.— —Too feldom ! and if the crown 
fhould refnfe its affentto wholefome laws, 
the commons can , in turn , withhold its 
revenues. 

But the lords are independent of con- 
trol.— -—They may prevent the paffing 
of any bill they pleafe , and the commu- 
nity has no manner of red re fs againft them. 
The king cannot unlord, nor the people 
anchoofe them. 

In ancient ftates , perfons were honour* 
ed with a crown , for faving a nation. 
Coronets were not then conferred for de- 
stroying one. Nor -are they now* I allude 
only to the twelve peers. 
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70. A certain perfon had once done me 
a fignal piece of fervice , but had after- 
wards behaved bimfelf very unworthily 
towardf me. An occafion Toon occurred, 
which put it into my power to requite his 
ill offices ; and I was urged to .take ad- 
vantage of it by a friend of mine— or ra- 
ther , an enemy of his. 

I objected, That this man bad former]/ 
obliged and ferved me. True, he replied; 
but fureiy his ill-behaviour fince that time , 
has fufficiently cancelled both the fervice 
and the obligation. 

By no means. Merchants accompts are 
never to be admitted into the higher and 
more liberal commerce of friendfhip. A 
perfon who has once obliged, has, put it 
out of his power ever after to difobtige} 
us. The fcripture has inculcated a pre- 
cept, to forgive, our enemies. How muofc 
fironger, then, muft the text imply the 
forgivenefs of our friends? 

The difobligation, therefore, being thus 
cancelled by religion, leaves the obliga- 
tion without abatement , in moral. A kind- 
nefs can never be cancelled— not even by 
repaying it, . 

O 2 
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7 1 . The advantages of Academical learn- 
fag, as far' as 4t relates to the Andy of 

Unjgofcget, is only -this that the time 

end lafcoiit required to underfiand ait au- 
thor in the 'original, fixe* the matter and 
wfefcHitag'&renger in- our minds v than a 
oorfory reading in their own language cam 
lie fuppofed to do. By which means , know* 
ledge may be laid to be inculcated into us. 
• : Ctfn\rerfatton,too , has the fame effect. 
We remember the flerfon., his figure, his 
tery drefs, the circumfianoes of time, 
place , etc. which all concur to 'fix the ideas 
kh out nrnrds. This would be a fhorter 
imd a pleaGsnter method of inftruction; 
and why not practife it? 
■ ; If the chief, whfch <ooght, in this cafe, 
ftxbe the Me 4h& of learning; be to teach 
a's %nowiedge, fcience, and virtue, how 
dtoih&tez&^M&h&Viiettott&Ty to that 
acquirement? Ars longa, vita brevis t 
is an old complaint. 'But the general me- 
thod df' education, which the fuperftition 
of dur European* timrerfittes keeps us ftill 
incumbered with, tncreafes this evil, even 
beydnd the 'natural ftate of it, by, in ef- 
fect, lengtbeaiag art, and fhortening life. 
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7». What perfons are by ftarts , they arc 
-by nature. Yon fee them, at fuch times, 
off their guard. Habit may reft rain vice, 
and virtue may be obtained by paffion— — 
but intervals beft d if cover the man. 
r One'mnft Hve intimately with' people, 
to know them— — and it is not much for 
the honour of human nature, to fay, that 
friendfbip tabfifts longer than love— — be- 
caufe the intercourfe is not fo frequent. 

73. That virtue is its -own regard, may 
be understood, hot only in a moral, but 
an orthodox fenfe of the words alfo. For, 
-according to our divines , that virtue which 
proceeds from a mere natural good difpo* 
Jhion., or a regard to ethic beauty only; 
is fo far from having any merit with Gotl, 
that it is made a doubt , by the thirteenth 
article «f our faith, whether it does net 
partake oT the nature of fin. ' 

So that mere fimple virtue, according 
to this opinion, rauft take up with its con* 
comitant pleafure for its reward— — as na 
action , which does net fprfrig wholly from 
a religious principle, and is not dictated, 
either by our love or obedience to Got 
— —and does not direct itfeff, either «c* 
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tually or virtually , immediately , to his 
glory s can be, in the leaft. degree, entit- 
led Jo the promifes of the go (pel. 

And thofe miferable linnets, Socrates, 
Plato , Seneca , Epictetus, and Marcus Au- 
relius, while they ignorantly meant to 
Jiave heaped benefits upon mankind, 
^ere, it Teems*, according to. this. fame 
thirteenth, article, hut heaping coals of fire 
upon their own heads. . 

So that,. were, a bifhop, now-a-days, 
fo take the trouble of converting one of 
fuch fellows as thefe, he ought to begin 
by gripping him ftark-nakedof all charity, 
benevolence and virtue , and after he had 
beqn left for fome time to cool in that 
fituatton, then put him out to fchool, to 
Tome clerk of a parifh, to be taught them 
all over again anew. 

I hope that the right reverend fathers 
of the church will now think me fufficient- 
)y orthodox, in this paflage , to entitle me 
to a deanry At leaft. 

74. Socrates, in the Phedon, makes a 
great difference between virtue and habit, 
with regard to the allotments hereafter, 
fie fays , That a perfon who behaves well , 
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from a moral principle , fhall bo entitled 
to an infinitely higher reward, than one 
who fills up the fame meafure of duty* 
merely from ufe or exercife. 

This is a fine reflection in a Pagan. The 
Chrifiian- divines casry their distinction 
much farther, by giving the fame ad van* 
tage to religion over morals , that Socra- 
tes does to morals over habit. 

75* .When the different fpeoies of ani- 
mals are not diftingtHfhable throughout, 
as, the afs, the mule, from the horfe— 
the monkey, the baboon, from the mam 
—they are apt to Chock and difguft oux 
fight. 

The different foxes., too, in human na- 
ture, fhould be as ftsongly marked as pof- 
fible, for the fame reaion. An effeminate 
man , or a mafculine woman , are ftill more 
offenfive than the- former inftances— be* 
caufe they hurt a moral too. Hie mulicr 
and haec vir , -are' unnatural concords. 

76. I take the -errors and abfur dities of 
the Roman catholic tenets: and doctrines 
to have arifen merely from this-»That ae 
foon as the Chriftian religion came to; 
make its way in the world , to be efiab* 
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>ltfhed in governments , and endowed with 
land*, benefices, jar i Mictions, and other 
iempotal emoluments, certain deifta, or 
moral heathens , began to attack the 
churchy as a mere political inftitution, 
framed to overtuttrftcteff and* kingdoms-— 
urging, that there appeared to have been 
no fottof? neeeffity far a revelation , which 
had advanced nothing new , ot" unknown 
4b mankind o'efor e , from the Jure light of 
jialnre and frhilofophy. 
• Thus, then, the beft evidence of its di- 
Tine origin*- &s being but a more rational , 
compact , and tefined fvftem of ethics , in- 
troduced with humility, recommended 
with, meek nefs , and practifed with mor- 
tification and feii-deniai-»- —neither en- 
forced with workfty -powet, nor fubver- 
five of any laws, natural, moral , or po- 
litical—was pleaded aga'mft it. 1 

Upon which the councils of priefts , in 
thofe days, alarmed for -their temporal 
eftartes, power, and dominion,! began to- 
gether, in the devil's name , and put every 
text of fcrtpture <on the tack, to confefs 
articles of faith and practice , of foch ex- 
traordinary natures as the light of reafon 
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rould never have dictated , and which were 
directly contrary t a whatever its logic could 
ever hare fubmitted to—' — fuoh as, infal- 
libility , tranfubrrantiation , f up deroga- 
tion, absolution, indulgence, diffblving of 
allegiance, temporal jurifdiction , iirqui- 
fition, corporal penances, and propagat- 
ing the gofpel of peace and mercy by the 
arguments of fire and fword. The infidels 
were nonfuited upon this. 

77. Algebra is the raetaphyfics of arith* 
metic. 

78. The ftumbling-bloek of the Jews, 
was their miftaking the fecond coming of 
the Meffiah in glory , for his fir ft appear- 
ance in obfcurity. They had conceived 
fuch a vain notion of their" deliverer, that 
they fcorned to fubmit their faith to a pri- 
vate perfon, when they expected an earth- 
ly king. 

They may , perhaps , plead fome ezcufe 
for this miftake at firft but they ap- 
pear really to have been a perverfe and ftiff- 
necked generation of infidels, who did 
not fubmit themfelres to- the church of 
Rome, when the Popes had eftablirhe* 
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their temporal kingdom , their 'abfolute do- 
minion over all the powers of Europe, 
and Shewed them , according to their own 
opinions , the triumphant ftate of Chrift 
upon earth. 

79. A fupplement to Bacon's mytholo- 
gy of the ancients-——- 

Perhaps the fable of Jupiter's fupplanu 
*ing his father Saturn , the firE of all the 
gods , might have arifen from a corruption 
of the tradition handed down from Adam » 
that the Son of God was the Creator of 
y the. world, and all animated beings there- 
in-*-— **whicb, in the dark ages of igno- 
rance in divine myfteries , might have 
been interpreted as a fuperfeding of God 
the Father's power , and ufurping the 
heavens. 

80. Another. 
Perhaps the ftory of Prometheus. creat- 
ing man, bringing fire from heaven to ani- 
mate him his attempting the chafiity 

of Pallas, and being condemned to fevere^ 
pains in confequence of thefe acts — — - 
might have alluded to the Logos regene- 
rating human nature , informing it with 
the Holy Spirit, its entering into the Vir- 
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gin's womb , and differing the paffion , for 
the redemption of the world. 

81. Another. 

I wonder much , that thofe my flic di- 
vines who are fond of deducing types of 
Chriftianity out of the Pagan mythology , 
have never made an allufion, from Cerbe- 
rus , with his three heads , to the Pope , 
and his triple crown. 

The firfl guarded the entrance into the 
Elyfian fields , and the latter alTumes the 
keys of St. Peter — the power of %bfolu- 
tion, excommunication, etc. 

82. Another. 

In the heathen mythology , reported by 
Avienus in his celeftial hiftory , Jupiter i* 
fa id to. have placed Hercules next to him* 
felf in the heavens , with his heel broiling 
the great ferpent's head, that had kept 
pofleffion of the garden. — Apply this. 

83. Learning is the dictionary , but fenfe 
the grammar of Science. 

84. Art and Science are vTords frequent- 
ly made ufe of, but the precjfioii of which 
is fo rarely underftood ; ihat-they are often 
mifiaken for one another. 

I don't like any of the definitions of 
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the fchools. I met with a diftinction , fome- 
where, once, comparing Science to wit, 
and art to humour; but it has more of 
fancy than philoropby in it. It.ferves to 
give os, however, fome idea of the diffe- 
rence between them , though no idea of 
either. . 

I think that fcience may be ftyled the 
knowledge of univerfals , or abftract wif- 
dom ; and art is fcience reduced to practice 
*p»ot fcience is reafon , and art the mecha* 
nifiaa or* it — and may be called practical 
fcience. Science , in fine , is the theorem , 
and art the problem* 

I am aware that this objection will be 
made— thai poetry is deemed an art, and 
yet it is not mechanical. But I deny it to 
be an art — neither is it a fcience. Arts and 
Sciences may be taught-— poetry cannot* 
But poetry is infpiration — it was breathed 
into the foul, when it firft quickened, and 
fhould neither be fly led art or fcience, but 
genius. 

85. He who de fires more than will fup* 
ply the competencies of life, except for the 
fole purpofes of charity , refpects others 
more than himfelf. For he pays an expen- 
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fire compliment to the world — as all 
beyond the fkft Tequifites is expended 
merely to attract the admiration , or pro- 
voke the envy of his neighbours. 

86. Sir Thomas More, and other re- 
markable perfons , have been cenfured 
for behaving too lightly at the point of 
death. But perhaps there is a certain 
heaviness of heart, that may.occafion a 
lightnefs of head , and give people the ap» 
pearance of a bravery which they do not 
feel— like that kind of temerity with which 
cowards are fometimes infpired by defpair. 

As this may be the cafe, a neglect of 
a proper gravity and decorum, upon Co 
ferious and intere&ingan occafion, fhould 
no more be imputed to them as a fault, 
than the deliriums of a fever. 

I fpeak not here againft Chrrftian re- 
fignation , or pkilofophic compofure , upon 
fuck a crifis. 

87. I agree with Erafmas , on the fub- 
ject of the Trinity — Satis efi credere. And 
therefore fhall never perplex myfelf, either 
with philofophizing or theologizing about 
the matter. 

$8. Pofiti vends is a moft abfurd foible. 
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If you are in tb# right, it leffens your 
triumph : if in the wrong , it adds fbame 
to your defeat. 

89. A lingular perfon may be com par* 
ed to a montter— more admired at, than 
jefteemed. 

90. Defire in youth is a paffton— in age 
a vice — While it (elicits us , it is pardon* 
able—— hjjit when we pimp for it— —O 
fhameful 2 

91. Friends may be compared Jo wine 
. — the new more pure , and every drop is 
potable: — the old .more rich— but there 
are apt to fubfide Tome dregs of age ^ Que re ? 

92. Writings may be compared to wine. 
Senfe is the ftrength, but wit the flavour. 
No quere. 

93. St. Eviremond is the be& modern an- 
cient I ever read. 

94. Probably providence has implanted 
peevifhnefs and ill temper in tick and 
old perfons , in companion to the fiiends 
or relations who are to furvive ; as it 
muft naturally leffen the concern they 
might otherwise feel for their lofs. 

95. I prefer the Greek epigram to the 
Latin one. The firft confifts in a natural , 
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but not obvious thought, expreffed with 
ftrength and delicacy. The N latter has too 
much point and conceit in it : it has not 
the* true fimplicity of ancient wit. 

Catullus wrote in the fpirit of the for- 
mer— Martial in the ghoft of the latter. 
Almoft all the moderns have generally 
imitated the Roman poet, becaufe it is 
the eafieft manner of writing — requiring 
lefs wit or genius. But the former ftyle 
muft be original, and is incapable of imi- 
tation ; or muR fuffer the cenfure of Ho- 
race—' 

— —Fruftraque laborat , 

Aufus idem. 

96. Shaftfbury -would impofe ridicule 
on us, as a teft of truth. He is, I tkink, 
in general, but a flight writer. His argu- 
ments are weak, fuperficial , and incon- 
clufive. He was, therefore, under the lie- 
cefllty of calling in the auxiliary of wit 
to his aid , but failed more remarkably in 
this refource too— for I think that he'rea- 
fons even better than he jefts. 

97. Let your pleafures be of choice, not 
of conrfe. 
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98. Marriage may be compared to the 
monfter Lindamira-Indamoro , in Scrible- 
ius— —different minds united only by the 
body. But love refembles an hermaphro- 
dite, where different (exes are informed 
With but one foul. 

I ran fa eked all nature to find out more 
feemly alluGons, to ill uft rate my pofition 
•—but was obliged to take up with thefe* 
out of nature , after all. 

99. I thought that to forgive our ene- 
mies , had been the higher! effort of the 
heathen ethic— but that the returning good 
for evil*, was an improvement of the Chri- 
fiiau morality. 

But I had the mortification to meet with 
the interloper Socrates, in Plato, enforc- 
ing the divine precept <of Loving our ene- 
mies. Perhaps for this reafon , among 
others, he was ftyled by £rafmus 9 "4 
Cbriftian before Chriftiamty." 

100. There fheuld always be a dauCe 
of divorce in the marriage covenant of 
princes, in cafe of barrennefs, in order to 
prevent greater evils. For as poifon has 
often been made a political ufe of upon 
fuch occafions , it might potTibly be Tom* 
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temptation to her Majefty to prefortbe to 
herfelf a dofe of adultery t quantum fttf- 
jicit* in hope of removing obftructions. Foe 
a -qaeen may have reafon to cry out with 
Rachel, "Give me children, or I die." 

This expedient may, perhaps, be a 
natural reafon for to many kings, in hif- 
tory , having degenerated from the fpirit 
and virtue of their imputed aneefiry. 

ioi. The Englifh constitution of ftate is 
compofcd out of all the ancient politics— 
monarchy, ariftocracy, democracy, and 
oligarchy —the king, nobles, commons, 
and -privy -council. 

Thefe feveral bodies temper and correct 
each other, like the four ingredients of 
punch— where, according to the gopd old 
oateh* . v - 

"The fharp melts tne fweet, and the 
. . .mild footbs the ftrong." 

The firft is fho fugar, the fecond the wa- 
ter, the third the fpirit, and the fourth 
the acid. 

102. There is a maxim , that "it is bet- 
ter ten guilty Thould efcape, than one i»- 
mocent perfon luffer." 
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This I deny. Humanity, not policy, 
fpeaks this language. The impunity of even 
one villain is capable of doing more in- 
jury to foeiety, than the lofs of even more 
than one honeft man. 

The laws of war, though fevere, are, 
however, founded in political juftice. If 
the enemy has got poffeffion of an out- 
work , no fcruple is made of blowing up 
the rampart , though part of our own foi- 
diery Chould be on duty there. 

I feel myfelf f hocked on the clofe of this 
paragraph. This is the fir ft time of my life 
that ever I differed my philofophy to pteatf 
againft my humanity. Sed fiat jujiitia , for 
juftice is humanity. 

103. A man's fortune fhould be his rule 
for fparing, but not for fpending. Extra- 
vagance may be fupported, but not justi- 
fied, by affluence. 

104. A gallows , like the forbidden tree, 
gives at once both death and knowledge. 

105. That truth is hid in a well , and 
that there is truth in wine, have both the 
fame import.-— — implying, that none but 
fober perfons fhould be intruded with a 
fee ret. 
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106. However arch I may be faid Jo be 
in my hints, or free in my allufions, I 
ne?er remember to have made ufe of any 
one loofe or obCcene expreflfion in my 
life, and have always difcountenanced it 
in others. 

I have ever held the myfteries of the 
bona dea facred— — and have fo much of 
the Pagan in me, as to regard love as a. 
deity-.-— *which leads me to conlider grots 
language to be a fort of heathen blas- 
phemy. ; 

107. Date obolum Belifario. I would 
not have given him a farthing. He deferr- 
ed not to eat the bread he begged— -•- 
becaufe he begged it. Was Belifarius a 
ChriEian? 

io8- Lucretius ftyles the intellect 9 jpi- 
ritus unguenti fuavis ; and foine other 
poet— for my memory is bad — calls \<fios 
BacchL I fay, that fpare diet, and clear 
fkies, are Apollo and the Mufes. 

109. A criticifm , after the manner of 
Bentley : 

Nil habet infelix pauper t as durius injg, 
Quam quod ridiculos homines facit. 

Juvenal. 
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Me thinks I never read a poorer Latin 
Sentence than this. Habet is not the pro- 
per verb here— It hetokeneth poffeffion, 
for which there happens to be no manner 
«f application in this paQage. Eft fhould 
nave been the verb — — » changing the 
frammar. 

Infeluc paupertai is a falre metaphor ^ 
•and can only be fupported i>y certain fign- 
<rative modes of fpeech , which critics— or 
rather commentators— have framed upon 
the defects of ancient literature. Duriics 
is an improper epithet here. It is expref- 
Bve of a fennble quality only. Pejor fhould 
have been the comparative in this place. 

Info — Superfluous expletive! This is 
one of the vices of metre. 

-Quant quod— Two adverbs, both mo- 
nofyllables , and beginning. with a double 
alliteration alfo. Bald! 

Ridtculos homines, Thefe words ought 
not to have been joined fe clofe together 
in the fame fentence. It Tenders the fibi- 
lation of their terminations offenfive to 
the euphonic ear. Befides, it is quite ri- 
diculous to apply that epithet in this place 
— — for poverty may perhaps reader a, 
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perfon contemptible, but it mud be hi? 
own fault if it fhould ever make him rU. 
diculousw 

Facit. This is but a poor makc-fhift of 
a verb, and terminates the fentence weak- 
ly. Rcddit would have beer* fuller, and 
more expreffive. 

- no. A critical differ tation on purpurea 
nix , after the manner of commentators z 

Purpurea nix , and purpurei olores r 
are expreulons in the dallies. It hath puzz- 
led the annotators to account why (how 
or fwans fhould affume the epithet of 
purple — and having no other* way- to folve- 
the difficulty, refolved among themfelves, 
that the anoients ufed to ftyle all bright 
colours r quia quid valdd nit en*, purple. 

But might not there have been a breed 
of fwans among them of a real purple co- 
lour? Or, might not this defoription have 
been taken from the cygnets, which are 
generally of a fufky colour , inclining to 
purple, though non valdi nitens? 

Eric Pontoppidan , b if hop of Bergen—* 
not Apzoom-~in his learned derVription 
of Norway,, fays that the north fea* is 
blue. - 



182 The KORAN. 

1 In mare purpurtum violentlor affluit 
amnis. 

Viro. 

That the ice there is of the feme colour, 
and was fly led by the ancients, coerulca 
glacics— and that the fnow on the tops o£ 
their mountains is alfo bluifh , and is there- 
fore commonly called blabren-~\\\d\ is, 
of a colour inclining to purple. 

I expect that the republic of letters will* 
acknowledge great obligations to me, for 
the ingenuity of the above criticifm ; as I 
do affirm it to be every way "as learned 
and material as many volumes of com* 
mentations that, I am forry to fay, 1 
have moft ftupidly and unprofitably facri- 
ficed too much of my irretrievable and 
imputable time to. 

in. To have a refpect for ourfelves, 
guides our morals; and to have a defe- 
rence for others, governs our manners. 

1 1 2. A regard to decency , and'rhe com- 
mon punctilioes of life, has been often 
ferv ice able in human fociety. It has kept 
many a married couple unfeparated , and 
frequently preserves a neighbourly inter* 
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ceurfe, where love and friendfhip both 
have been wanting. 

1 13. That ridiculous expreffion , in Lord 
Grimfton's play of "Love in a hollow 
tree," — 

** Let's here repofe our wearied limbs, 
'till wearied more they be," 

may be fupported by a paffage in Horace 
"fatigatum Jbmno"—*n& by another in 
Ti bull us, 

•• Ilia meosjomno laflbs patefacit ocellus" 

, 114. Of all knaves, your fools are the 
worft — becaufe they rob you both of your 
time and temper. 

115. It is not the force of friendfhip f 
but the prevalence of vice, that makes 
the moderns To often exceed that admir- 
able rule of the ancients, ufquc ad arat— . 
"Carry not your friendfhips beyond the 
altar." 

116. A definition of what are generally 
fly led bargains , is, the buying a bad com- 
modity that you don't want, beoaufe you- 
can get it cheaper than a good one when 
you do. 
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117. The ancients' manner of comme- 
morating their gods , heroes , and friends , 
was by libations , not potations. Would 
it -were the fame among the moderns* 
Wine is often better fpilt than drunk* 

n8. Lovers exprefs themfelves proper- 
ly when they talk of an exchange of hearts* 
For this incbanting paffion but commutes 
the characters of the fexes, by giving fpi- 
rit to the nymph, and foftnefs to the 
Twain, mutually exchanging courage and 
timidity with each other. 

119. Drink never changes, but only 
Ehews our natures; 

120. All young animals are merry, and 
all old ones grave. An- old woman is the 
only ancient animal that ever is frifky. 

*2i. A moral, in the ftyle of Seneca: 

It is better to do the idleft thing in the 
world, than to lit idle for half an hour. 

182. When a misfortune is impending, 
I cry, God-forbid — but when it falls upon 
me, I fay, God be praifed. 

123. Courage and modefty are the moft 

unequivocal virtues beeaufe they are 

foch as hypocrify cannot imitate — and 
they have this property in common alfo> 
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that they arc both expreflTed by the fame 
colour. 

124. The ancients reprefented Saturn 
under the character of lime , with wings 
on his fhoulders, and fetters on his feet. 

This was to mark the fwiftnefs of it to 
Come, and its flownefs to others ac- 
cording to this line, 

O vita! jiulto long a , Japienti brevis. 

125. «« There will be two women grind- 
ing at the mill— the one fhall be taken, 
and the other left." — The miller's claim 
to half the corn for grift, from this text, 

* is as good a plea as many of the pretences 
of the Church of Rome are fupported by. 

126. The extravagant encomiums that 
have been handed down to us from the 
ancient critics , of many of thofe authors 
whofe works have been long fwa Mowed 
up in the gulph of time , and whofe names 
are commemorated only in their commen- 
taries, might make us lament the lofs of 
fo much wit, humour, and fine writing, 
as b there pretended, if the fragments of 
fome of them, which , by their being pre- 
fer ved, we may reasonably fuppofe to. 
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have been the choiceft parts, did not af- 
ford us an opportunity of judging a little 
for ourfelves. 

And upon fuch a critical review, I dare 
fay, that a. candid reader will think thofe 
writings which have happily efcaped to 
us entire, or even maimed, are worth the 
whole library pf thofe that lie entombed 
with their authors. Vide Let jugemens 
des J$avans , par M, Baillet , for five vo- 
lumes of fuch fort of fluff. 

127. One fbotild read both ancient and 
modern critics with extreme diffidence, 
upon the fubjects of literature. The diffe- 
rence, nay the contrariety, of opinions, 
given by perfons of equal judgment, ca- 
pacity, and learning, upon the very fame 
work, muft furprife us extremely, if we 
were not to condder critics to be in the 
fame lituation with lovers. Smitten with 
fome features, which another eye might 
poflibly perceive no manner of beauty in, 
they are apt fondly to impute perfection 
to the whole. 

So that, in one cafe, as well as the 
other, the old adage, de guftibus non % 
may be affirmed.— And therefore , it is not 
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the judgments or the fenfe of the commen- 
tators we have any pretence to repre- 
hend, but their tafte, their fympathy, their 
eniverments , only. Let us then always 
judge , tafte, or feel, for ourfelves, and 
not be mifled by great names. 

128* Among the many curious imper- 
tinences of the fchools. , there is none that 
appears to me fo truly ridiculous , as the 
ft rife about the authority of the works of 
the ancients. Is it the author, or the writ- 
ing, we admire or criticife? But it is Bill 
the authors we have before us , no matter 
for their names, when we are comment- 
ing upon any work of genius. 

I do not care one farthing 'whether Pif- 
ander's or Virgil's manufcript — Macrobius 
affirms the firft — was the original of the 
fecond Aeneid— or Apollonius of Rhodes 
the author of the fourth. — Whether one 
Homer, of feven cities, framed the Iliad 
and the Odyffey entire, or only lacked a 
parcel of old ballads together, and fung 

1 2 

them about the ftreets of Smyrna, Rhodes, 

3 4 5 * 

Colophon , Salamis , Chios , Argos , or 

Q t 
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7 
Athens , to the title of " The blind beg- 
gar-man's garland." 

* do not pretend to fay that we have 
Virgil or Homer before us , when we read 
thofe words imputed to them. 'But w«have 
certainly -the writers of them — which is all 
we need contend for. And I really think 
that thofe fcholars , who affect a precifioa 
in this very immaterial matter , are not 
a bit wifer than a very pretty woman, 
who afked me once, with the fweeteft 
fmile imaginable, "Who was the author 
of Shakefpear's plays V 

129. Charles had a fort of philofophy # 
without reflection, that reconciled him to 
every thing. Among the other particulars of 
his life , he was the moft contented cuckold 
too that ever I knew, and could throw 
Iris horns behind him, like a Rag darting 
through a hedge. 

130. Scaliger ftyles ti till a lion a fixth 

fenfe. And certainly there is as great 

a difference between being tickled and 
fimple feeling, as between tafie and touch. 
But then., the fame overftrained philo- 
sophy might as well deem the fea to be 
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m fifth element , becaufe it differs fo muoh 
from common water. For Htillation , like 
the "briny wave, is but a ftrengeror more 
pungent fenfatton— one of the tafte, the 
other of the touch. 

131. Maria was to full of grimace, that 
fhe proftituted every feature of her body, 
but one — and that ^leaped, only by her 
not being able to lie a moment ftill. 

132. In part of Lord Karnes's Elements 
of Griticifm, he fays, that "mufic im- 
proves the relifh of a banquet." That I 
deny — any more than painting might do. 
They may both be additional pleafures, 
as well as conversion is , but are per- 
fectly diftinct notices; and cannot, with 
the leaft propriety , be faid to mix or blend 
with the rep aft, as none of them ferve to 
raifc the flavour of the wine, the fauce, 
the meat, or help 'to quicken appetite. 
But mufic and painting both add a fpirit 
to devotion , and elevate the ardour *• 

*33* What a dread of death mull Tome 
people have, who would rather be dying 
than deadi 

* See what Triglyph fays upoa mufic at 
meals.— Triumvirate, chap, Ixxiv. 
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134. A toad , fed 011 the vapours of a 
- dungeon , is not fuch a wretch, as a man 
offenfe, who has had the misfortune to 
be heartily in love with a weak or worth- 
less woman. 

Women are apt to be vain of fuch a 
. conqueft; but more, as the poet expreffes 
it, for the triumph than the prize. For 
otherwife , a fool they would count greater 
gain. They igaorantly flatter them felves , 
that they have been capable of impofing 
on men ofunderftanding, when, in truth, 
it is they who have impofed on them* 
felves.—- Their pride will not fuffer them 
to imagine they could ever fuftain a paf- 
fion for a fool : fo , helping the fairidiot 
out with their own fenfe and underftaiid- 
ing, tliey often lend arms againft them* 
felves, ere they are aware. 

135. Lovers are apt to hear through 
their eyes — But the fafeft way is to fee 
through their ears. — Who was it that faid , 
Speak, that I may fee you? 

136. A friend of mine was fo confeien- 
tious a wencher, that he always com- 
pounded with Vice , by taking an old 
iniftrefs. So that , though he made an 
harlot, he did not make a baftard. 



The KORAN. i 9 i 



\ 



137. Merit, accompanied with beauty, 
is a jewel fet to advantage. Quere ? 

138' Cur+atlejc— a motto for a lawyer's 
coach. Fiat jufiltla — a paragram for an 
hangman's cart. 

139. The moral law , without 'a fane- 
lion , is like the Englifh cod* — a perfect 
fyftem of constitution , tout wanting a fuffi- 
cient law to put the whole in force. 

140. When I fee Mrs. — and her huf- 
band, I think of a monkey, fattened to 
a log , and playing antic tricks. 

141. Tom is a mere adjective of tocie- 
ty ; for he cannot fupport hiaifelf one 
moment alone— nor is he ever fo much 
as Ppoken of fingly , but is tacked always to 
others, as Virgil introduces Therfilochus , 
with a copulative at the end of a line: 

Glaucumque , Medontaque ,1 Thtr* 

^ jilochurnquc. 

Chlorcaque , Sybarimque , Daretaque , 
Therjilochumque. 

142. Modern poets put too much water 
into the ink. 

143. Men are like plants— fome delight 
in the fun, and others in the fhade. 
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144.. The many Various and abfurd fy- 
Aems of religion , reported from the moft 
ancient hiftories of the federal parts of 
the world , appear to amount atmoft to a 
proof, that there muft have been fome 
part of revelation originally made to oar 
fi rft parents ; which , handed down to pofie- 
rity by oral tradition , or, at beft, by types 
and hieroglyphics , received fuch altera- 
tioas and corruptions, through the mif- 
takes, the weaknefles, or finifler arts of 
man, as made it terminate in downright 
idolatry among the ignorant, and in a- 

theifm with the learned to a certain 

pitch of error and prefumption. 

For, had there not been any revela- 
tion at all, there would either have been 
no fort of religion in the world, or a more 
rational one. For, in that cafe, it muft 
have been deduced , by tracing effects up 
to their caufes, as far as the philosophy 
of the age, in which this fhould have 
happened, might have been able to have 

reached — And then Deus inter/it. So 

that the natural philofopher , and the 
moral reafener , both joined in one , muft 
have become alheift. 
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But this, probably, could never have 
been the origin of religion, for the fol- 
lowing reafon — That this philosophic re- 
search muft have happened in latter times 
than thofe, in which hiftory informs us, 
the many fantaftic modes of ancient wor- 
fhip had been profefled among all the na- 
tions of the earth , even the moft illiterate, 
ignorant , and barbarous , who never ceald 
have taken up the leaft notion of religion 
from their own premifes or conclufions. 

145. There are two forts of moral 
writers. — The one reprefents human na- 
ture in an angelic light, and the other in 
abeafily one. The firft are generally found 
among the ancients; and the latter entire- 
ly among the moderns — chiefly the French. 

They are both wrong. One argues 

from the beft, and the other from the 
worft, of our fpecies. Doctor Young has 
a juft fentiment, in his Centaur, which 
reconciles thefe different writers — " We 
cannot think too highly of our natures, 
nor too meanly of ourfelves." 

146. A Montaigniana, 

Or a wandering thought , after the man- 
ner of Montaigne : 
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While a man is reading or thinking ab- 
flracttdly, he is a king for the time— as 
being quite free from any manner of re* 
flection regarding his own circumftances. 
Indeed, how feldom is it in the day that 
he feels the difference between himfelf 
and a king? 

Monarchs are unhappier than their fub- 
jects — for ufe makes Rate familiar, and 
the fatigue grows every day more irkfome. 

Has opulence and grandeur then no 

advantages ? — None but the power of 

doing good. 

I have often been furprifed that fo little 
of this kind of manufacture is ever wrought 
by princes , when the very rarity of the 
work might ferve to render their names 
famous to pofterity 

*• And paid a tradefman once, to make 
him fiare." 

But away with all ambition , which on- 
ly affects our names, without improving 
our natures. 

147. A moral, after the manner of Roche- 
foucault , and others of that flamp of im- 
moral writers, who, in all their philo- 
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(ophic reflections , endeavour to depre- 
ciate human nature : 

As our bodies are compounded of diffe- 
rent elements, To are our minds of various 
paffions.— — And as the blending of the 
former creates the union of body, fo is 
all virtue produced by the balancing or 
commixing of the feveral affections and 
propeniiti?s of the foul. 

As our bodies are formed of clay, Jo 
are even our virtues made up of meannefs 
or vice. — Add vain glory to avarice, and 

it rifes to ambition. -Luft infpires the 

lover , and felfifh wants the friend. — Pru- 
dence is created by fear, and courage a- 
rifes from madnefs, or from pride. 

148. A reflection on the deceits et de» 
corum, in morals: 

A friend of mine diftrained a tenant's 
cattle for rent, then took them out of the 
pound, and put them on his owndemefne 
to graze. The arrear was difcharged in a 
day or two. The flock was Surrendered, 
but the tenant was charged for their grafs. 

There appears certainly to be nothing 
contrary to law or moral , nor the leaff 
fort of oppxeffion or extortion in this mat- 

R 2 
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ter. It was equal to the tenant, whether 
he had paid for grazing to the landlord , 
or the pound-keeper. Then what can it 
be, that firikes one fo ftrongly with the 
idea of a difference ? 

There muft furely be a want of decency 
in this action. — And though it may be, 
perhaps , too refined a fpeculation , to trace 
the fubtile connexion between them, yet 
I think, that want of decency offends, 
by implying, in Tome fort, a deficiency 
of moral. It certainly does of that refined 
moral which Prior hints at: 

" Beyond the fix' *d and fettled rules 
Of vice and virtue in the fchools ," etc. 

If decorum be not the fubfiance of vir- 
tue, it is at leaft one of its accidents. It 
is an adjective, which depends upon fome 
moral for its fubftantive. — It is the round , 
the full, the fair, of the great circle*. 
Or, it may be compared to the fine ef- 
fence of light, that muft have fome folid 
matter for its fubject, upon which it re- 
flects all the beauty of colours. 

* See Prior's tale of Protogcnes and Apelles. 
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149. The mind is naturally active, and 
will employ itfelf ill, if you do not em- 
ploy it well. Magicians tell us , that when 
they raife the devil , they mult find him 
work — and that he will as readily build 
a church as pull one down. 

150. It is in what the world reckons 
trifles that a good underftahding fhould 
moft employ itfelf. — Great occafions gene- 
rally direct their own operations, and but 
feldom occur — while every day's expe- 
rience prefents you with fmall cares fuffi- 
cient to exercife your utmoft prudence 
upon.— Therefore , 

" Think nought a trifle , though it fmall 
appear— 
Small fands the mountain— — moments 

make the year 

And trifles life.'— Your care to trifles give, 
Or you may die — before you learn to live" 

Youhg. 

151. I think that a perfon may ^s well 

be afleep- for they can only, be faid 

to dream—- — who read any thing, but 
with a view of improving their morals, 
or regulating their conduct. 
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152. Nothing in this. life, after health 
and virtue, is more eftimable than know- 
ledge— nor is there any thing fo eafity 
attained; or To cheaply purchafed-«-the 
labour only fitting flill , and the expenfe 
but time, which, if we do not fpend, we 
cannot fave. 

153. If time , like money , could be laid 
by, while one was not ufing it, there 
might be Tome excufe for the idlenefs of 
half the world— but yet not a full one. 
For even this would be fuch an oecono- 
my, as the living on a principal fum, 
without making it purchafe intereft. 

154. There are three ways of dealing 

with time lofing it, fpending it, or 

putting it out to ufe. 

Ampliat aetatis fpatium Jibi vir bonus 
— hoc eft vivere bis , vitd pojfts priore frui % 

155. One of the fathers compares con- 
templation and action to Rachel and Leah. 
'the firft was faireft, but the latter more 
fruitfirt. 

I am afraid he was not quite orthodox , 
by the wit of his fimile. 

156. To the many difficult conceits of 
the ancients , for the cramp of wit— fuck 
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as poems cut out into the Chapes of hearts , 
altars, wings, etc. I would incumber lite- 
rature with a fancy of my own invention 
— — —which, if it fhould once obtain- 
as, from the futility of it, there can hard- 
ly be a doubt— may be ftyled, the double 
bout rime — becaufe the laft word in every 
line is always made to chime tcTthe firft, 

throughout the poem which takes off 

from the constraint of couplets , and joins 
the firength of blank verfe, and the foft- 
nefs of rhyme , together, in the fame line. 

Examples. 
Love is the pivot on which all things 
move. 
Death is no more than flopping our laft 
breath. 

With other moral reflections of the fame 
kind. 

157. Jack had every merit of a fchool- 
boy — except his learning— — and he U 
now too old to retrieve that article. 

158. Mifs R— — married, only becaufe ' 
1 fhe had been furfeited with fornication, 

and longed to try the variety of adultery 
a little. 
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Simple meals become infipid to a vi- 
tiated tafte It requires mixed fauces 

to quicken appetite. 

159. James fupplied the vra nt of fpirit 
wilh the ufual fucoedaneum of fpite.— — • 
Quantum Jifficit. 

160. Ned had a little fpirit of gibe and 
humour, fometimes, that ufed to render 
him entertaining enough on particular oc- 

cafions but when that vein did not 

happen to ferve him, one might well fay, 
that Ned was a dull dog, without a joke, 

id. Mrs. N was an infenfible li- 
bertine—and intrigued more through vice 
than palTion. 

162. Mr. G— — 's houfe is fo kennelled 
with dogs, that one might fancy he lived 
in a foreft, and had no other neighbours 
but bears. 

163. George has fo much impudence in 
him, that, like the Scythian, he might 
be faid to be face all over. 

164. Kit was m after of a kind of in- 
verted wit, that confifted in a remarkable 
quicknefs of mirapprehenflon. He would 
often pretend to miftake foree one word 
in a fentence , for any other of a fimilar 
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found, and, by commenting, or tunning 
a parody on it, contrive to throw the 
fpeaker into an embaraffment. 

• j 65. A lie is a defperate cowardice.— ~ 
It is to fear man, and brave God. 

166. I never drink 1 cannot do it, 

on equal terms with others — — — It cofts 
them only one day— — but me three — — 
the firft in finning, the fecond in Puffer- 
ing, and the third in repenting. 

167. Sight is by much the nobleft of the 
fenfes. We receive our notices from the 
other four, through the orgatis of fenfa- 
tion only. We hear, we feel, we fmell, 
we tafte , by touch. Rut fight rifes infinite- 

ly higher. It is refined above matter, 

and equals the faculty of fpirit. 

168. To put ourfelves in other perfons' 
places , would obviate a great deal of the 
jealoufies and refentments we are too fre- 
quently fenfible of towards them ; and to 
put others into ours, would confiderably 
abate the pride and haughtinefs of our- 
felves. 

169. Freethinkers are generally thofe 
who never think at all. 

170. Sir Ifaac Newton ufed to fay, that 
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it was mere labour and patient thinking , 
which had enabled him to inveftigate the 

great laws of nature. Hear this, ye 

blockheads, and go Rudy, 

And becaufe I know bow much a good 
example is apt to influence, I will begin 
a oouife myfelf , as foon' as I have wrote 

FINIS 

ESSAIARUM, 
SENTIMENTORUM, 

CHABACTERIUM, 

A T O. U E 

CALLIMACHORUM. 
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PREFACE. 

vTregorio Leti wrote as many books 
as he wa» years old. Horner divided the 
Iliad and the OdyfTey into as many books 
as there are letters in the Greek alpha- 
bet. Herodotus numbered his books after 
the Mufes. And if ever Wilkes fhould 
commence an author, he will never Hop, 
probably, till he has publifhed volumes 
forty-five. 

From all which premifes , I think it muft 
appear pretty plain to the intelligent read- 
er, that Tria Juncta in Uno ought to 
divide his work into three parts, in allu- 
fion to his name — which, you fee, I have 
accordingly done. 

And, for this reafon, I make not the 
leaft manner of fcruple to prefer myfelf 
before all and every of the above-named 
authors— —not only on account of my 
work being To much fhorter than any of 
theirs, but principally in compliment to 
the number three, which you know— or 
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ought to know— to be the completeE Cum- 
in arithmetic. 

To odd numbers, in general, the an- 
cients attributed certain charms or powers 
— but three ftands the foremoft of them 
all—as it is the firft that is capable of 
the act or potency of multiplication. 

If you would be more deeply learned 
wpon this fubject, confult my effay on 

this fame number though 1 am not 

quite fure whether I fhall afford you an 
opportunity of doing fo r in the courfe of 
this work , or no«— That will depend entire- 
ly upon my having, or not having, fuffi- 
eient notes to finifh this volume without it. 

Three was the number of the Graces, 
the Furies, the Fates, the Syrens, the 
Gorgons, and the Graeae— — thofe infer- 
nal hags, who had but one eye and one 
tooth among them, which they ufed to 
borrow, by turns, as they were to fee 
company, or chew their cud. 

When I fpeak of the Syrens, I only 
mean the three of them that are now alive — 
namely , Aglaope , Pifinoe , and Thelxiope 
« — There had been a fourth among them 
originally — — the dear Parlhenope — .— 
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my favourite of them all — They were the 
daughters of Melpomene. — She got them 
merely to divert her- melancholy — —by 
whom, I- really have forgot. 

They had been, all four, maids of ha- 
nour to the princefs Europa, when the 
divine bull carried her off. — The chafte, 
the tender Parthenope was fo Chocked at 
the rape, that fhe took grief and died. Her 
miftrefs had , happily , a Aronger conftitu* 

tibn. Or, poffibly , a rape may fome- 

times offend thofe who are not rayifhedy, 
more than thofe that are. 

Geryon had three bodies, Cerberus 
heads enough for them all; and Solomon 
as many options. There were three Trium- 
virates — Caefar, Peropey, and Craffus— » 
Auguftus, Anthony, ancV Lepidus — and 
Andrews, Beville, and Carewe — This 
laft is formed by one Triglyph too. 

Apollo had his tripod ,- and Neptune 
his trident. One,, two , three , and away , 
was the note for Aarting at the Olympic 
races. And the ancients ufed to call thrice 
upon every corpfe , to know if it could 
Aart any objection to its being interred. 

Which naturally leads me to Hades , or 
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Ades, the old-fafhioned region of diflribu- 
tion , according to our good or bad deeds. It 
confined of three provinces — Erebus , Tar- 
tarus, and Elyfium — Heaven, Hell, and. 
Purgatory. It had its three judges too— MU 
nos, Aeacus, andRhadamanthus. — Its three 
rivers alfo — Phlegethon, Cocytus, and. 
Acheron. — With many other triads, too 
numerous and inconfiderable to mention. 

In the midft of the above enumerations 
tripartite, it occured to me, to mention, 
the Pope's triple crown among the reft. 
But I fuppofed, that this emblem had ijs 
allufion — and I was refolved to reftrict 
myfelf entirely to fable. 

With regard to the following collection, 
I think I need not trouble you with any 
manner of preface about it; for the very 
title of it fufficiently explains the nature 
of the defign. I thought that a compilation 
of this kind, might be not only an enter- 
tainment to the public, but alfo, in Tome 
inftances, improving. 

Adieu 

That ye may thrice happy be , prays your 

thrice obliged , and thrice humble fervant, 

TRIA JUNCTA IN UNO. 
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MEMORABILIA. 

i. ZOROASTER, fays Pliny, was re- 
ported to have" laughed on the day of his 
birth. Sir Thomas More laughed in the 
hour of death — —Which was the moft 
extraordinary? 

a. Publius Syrus fays , that a woman 
knows no medium between loving and 
hating. 

3. There were famous women of all the 
philofophic fects — but infinitely a greater 
number are recorded of the Pythagorean 
fchool — —though it enjoined filence, and 
the keeping of fecrets. 

4. John Weaver, in his Hiftory of An* 
cient Monuments , publifhed in the year 
1630, quotes the following prophecy from 
an holy anchorite in King Elthred's time : 

"Eoglyfhmen, for as much as they ufe 
to dronkelewnes,~totreafon, and to rech- 
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lenefs of Goddes hous , firft by Danes , 
and then by Normans, and atte thicde 
time by Scottes, they fliall be overcome." 

5. Monfieur Sainctyon, in his life of 
Tamerlane, fays, that in a certain Per- 
fian nation , of the province of Chouvat- 
fam , the people are all born with a mu- 
fical voice ; and that the children's moan 
or cry in the cradle is perfectly melodious. 

This muft be owing— — for I would 
always rather account for, than difpute a 
thing— — to the peculiar fituation of the 
country , whkh may poffibly have the effect . 
of modulating the air. In hilly countries , 
the elaftic fpring of that element commu- 
nicates a certain fhxillnefs , or fharp ac- 
cent , to whatever found it reverberates. 
In Wales, the dogs bark with an ear- 
piercing tone — and perhaps with a brogue , 
as Mrs. Digherty lays , in Ireland. 

6. The laft words that Nero uttered, 
after he had done but juftice en himfelf, 
were — O what an excellent harper dies 
this day I 

7. My taylor in London ufed to let his 
pipe flow all day, by way of lulling him- 
felf with the found of a water- fall. 
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8. That dukes would be minifters of ft ate ! 
and that coblers fhould keep holy-days! 

9. la the Rabbinical account of the 
Jewifh trials and punifhments for adultery, 
there is one very curious particular : 

They gave the woman a potion, cota- 
pofed by the prieft , called aqua lelotiphae , 
or the water of jealoufy. — If fhe had been 
guilty, itpoifoned her forthwith — without 
benefit of clergy. But if innocent , it increaf- 
ed her health and fruitfulnefs — —What 
fine juggling there muft have been here! 

And if the hufband happened to have 
been guilty in the fame way himfelf , the 
draught had no ill effect on the woman, 
though fhe had been ever fo culpable*-— 
Natural juftice , this. 

10. The Spanifh inns make a charge for 
noife always in their bills , whether you 
make any or no. 

11. The Bifhop of Beauvais, who fuc- 
ceeded Cardinal Richelieu, as premier in 
France, propofed to the Dutch, that they 
fhould all turn Papifls , or be turned out 
of the alliance with the grand monarch. 

12. Leuis the fourteenth , though a king , 
rewarded merit , and encouraged literature, 

S * 
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13. The two lafi letters in Shibboleth, 
would be as good a teft of an Irifhman, 
as the two firft were of the Ephraimites. 

14. The Athenians always caft their 
children into the Tea, that happened to 
be born with any manner of defect or de- 
formity.— — I prefer my own fcheme in 
the Callimachies to this. See No. 58* 

15. Inter Je is an idiom in the La- 
tin , which fignifies , from each other ; 
though both the grammar and dictionary 
of that language would render it , among 
themjelves— which is the very reverfe. 

16. To grammarians , linguifts , nurfes , 
and philofophers , greeting: 

What can be the reafon, that all the 
little children of Great Britain and Ireland 
•niverfally fay Me, for I? — Me love you 
— Me is fleepy — Me is hungry, etc. 

This cannot be imitation — For the moft 
illiterate parent, nurfe , or fervant, al- 
ways fay I. 

17. The ancients have depicted Cupid 
and Somnus fo alike, that they are not 
to be diftinguifhed , but by their emblems. 

Surely tliey could not mean, by this 
equivocation, that love was but a dream, 
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which yanifhes into air, as Toon as we 
awaken to our fenfes. 

18. The devil is Milton's hero. Ovid 
Teems to have been as partial as the old 
giants. 

• 19. Spence , in his Poly metis , fays, very 
gravely, that the giants were not To eafily 
conquered, as might have been expected. 

And again, that fome poets had defcrib- 
ed that affair, as attended with more 
difficulty than they ought. 

20. Spence. fays alfo , that Statius de« 
fcribes Minos and Aeacus fitting in judg- 
ment , to a (Tift Pluto — and adds , but it 
muft have been only occafionally. 

21. Adad v£as the greateft of the Afly- 
rian gods.— Is this what we mean, when 
we fwear adad? 

22. Lord Karnes, in his Elements of 
Criticifm, hints, that brutes might become 
rational, if the ufe of fpeech was com- 
municated to them. — Pray are Parrots or 
Magpies rational? Women are, we know 
——but would they be lets fo, if they 
fpoke lefs ? 

23. Androcles was the name of the per- 
fon who led the tame lion about the Greets 
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of Rome.— See the ftory of it in Anlus 
Gellius ; and believe it , if you can. 

24. The cxpreffion in Shakefpear, of 
Tack and fugar, is not To abfurd as it 
founds. — Put fugar to fack, and it gives 
it a brifk, lively flavour, that cures it 
of that heavy , lufcious tafte , which it has 
in its own nature. 

25. Sir Ifaac Newton was mifiaken in 
his philofophy of vegetables being nourifh- 
ed by moifture. It is only the vehicle. 
The pabulum , or increment um , is received 
from the earth. 

I am forry that this pojiulatum is not 
true. — It would have deftroyed the aflfer- 
tion of the athetfts, that this world was 
from all eternity. Had plants taken their 
augment from moifture , and then perifhed 
into earth, there could not have fubiifted 
Aich an element as water now in nature. 
Therefore , the Mofaic Jiifiory of the 
world's having been made in time 9 muft 
have been true. 

It might alfo have fuggefied a philoso- 
phical proof of this world's being finally 
to be deftroyed by fire.— For heat will 
inereafe, in proportion to the decreafe of 
moifture. 
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26. A certain Venetian, a perfon of po- 
lite learning and fine tafte, was To ftraek 
with the refined difference between Ca- 
tullus and Martial , in their epigrams, that 
he ufed to perform an annual ceremony 
in his library, on each returning day of 
Catullus's mortuity in which he facrificed 
a volume of Martial's works to the manes 
of his favourite author. 

27. It has been remarked, that men 
are often moll ftrongly attached to women 
who have not one valuable, or amiable 
quality to recommend them.— — The ar- 
gument for which muft then be, that if a 
man happen to fall in love without any 
reafon, he can n«v«r have any reafon 
for ceafing to love. 

?8* George has lately obtained a peer- 
age.— He was little, but would be lefs— 
To purchafed a title, and became more 
contemptible*. 

29. Fifh-women cry Noble Oyfters. — 
They certainly are full as noble as any 
family blazoned out in Collins's peerage, 
— If not of as ancient an houfe, of as old 
a bed at leaft — And to fhew their rich- 
nefs X00, pearls and they are congenial. 
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30. The deriving of families from an- 
cient times , merely from the found or 
fimilarily of names , as is done in all books 
of heraldry, puts me in mind of Swift's 
conceit , in proving the antiquity of bees 
from the Hivites, a race of people men- 
tioned in the Old Teftament. 

31. The Jews were the firft nation , upon 
record, who introduced an attention to 
genealogy. — -—They had a reafon for it, 
both in their law and in their gofpel.— 
But after the coming of our Saviour, one 
fhould conclude all fuch fuperftition to 
have been at an end— as St. Paul fays, 
4t Neither give heed to fables, andendlefs 
genealogies , which minifter queftions, ra- 
ther than godly edifyings."— And again 
— "But avoid foolifh queftions and genea- 
logies." 

3*. Tke Beggar's Opera was written in 
order to run down the Italian ones. But 
it is of late become the object of its own 
ridicule. They have fo earboftaded and 
fritterellied it, that it is now neither one 
thing nor the other— an Engl ifh , nor an ' 
Italian opera— They are, at length, be- 
come allies , and hobble en pair. 
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33. Thecircumftance of Robert difcover- 
ing his father, William the Conqueror , 
at an engagement in Normandy, juft as 
he was going to kill him, their reconcilia- 
tion in the fight of both armies , etc would 
be a fine fituation for an affecting tragedy. 

34. A friend of Sir Thomas More's offer- 
ed him the choice of his daughters for a 
wife. He liked the fecond one the beft , 
but accepted of the eldefi, merely to fave 
her the mortification of haying a younger 
lifter preferred before her. 

This is a fine ftory, by way of teft , to 
try the force of fentiment in others. The 
queftion happened to be propofed to me 
once in this way— I approved of the gene* 
fofity of the act, but had the modefty to 
anfwer it only -by frying; that a perfon 
ought to be afhamed to differ in opinion 
from fo great a man, in any action of his 
life. 

35. Tacitus gives the character of a man % 
magis extra Vitus , quam cum vlrtutibus 
— This expreffion is by no means juft, 
in a 'ftrict'Tenfe ; for it is a vice to be void 
of virtues. Dumfatis put ant vitlo carere, 
in id ipfum incidunt vitium , quod virtu* 

The Koran. Vol. III. . t 
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tibus carcnt, fays Quintilian, who was 
not only an excellent ciitic , but a found 
moralift. 

Tacitus has many beauties in his writ* 
ings , but would facrifice any thing to the 
framing of an ant it hefts, Salluft , and others 
among the ancients, had the fame paflion. 

36, Loke fays, that wit and judgment 
rarely meet in the fame perfon ; becaufe 
that their talents are directly oppofite— 
the firft collecting together all ideas which 
are any way alike , — and the latter em* 
ployed, in feparating thofe which in any 
particular differ. 

Me thinks there is more wit than judg- 
ment in this remark— For the fame quick- 
nefs which can form an aflemblage, is as* 
nimble at diftinguifhing.— The proverb is 
not applicable here, — Thofe who hide 
can find. 

37. In the ninth book of Pope's Iliad, 
there is a note on the 494th line, where 
I think that both Euftathius and he have 
miftaken the fenfe. 

When Achilles fays, that he defpifes 
Agamemnon, like a Carian, he feems to 
hint that he nuift have had as venal a 
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foul as the people of Car ia— a nation of 
Boeotia, that ufed to i hire opt JU troops 
like the modern SwiiWto think that he 
could be bribed- to battle .by the* pre Cents 
he offers. He fays , juft before , his gifts 
are hateful — and immediately after, 

Not thougfe he proffer' d allium (elf pof- 
fefTd, etc - 

The beft way of folviug a text , is by 
its own' context. '. ■"• - r » 

* 
38. Ah '! te meae Ji partem anin\ae wpi*. 
Maturior vis , quid moror altera 9 
Nee car us aeque, necfuperfles 
Integer!! ... 

.Ho*. L. 2. Od. 17. 

... : '■■ 1 .... . *:: . , 1 ; .} .. . :;'..". 

Pleafe te tibleiite J»ete, -tfcaft Faddy He*' 
race fays his friend is part of himfclf ; and 
that if tils lame, part ttTould be taken a* 
way, the reniain^er— -a//*™— would not 
be the whole— //*/<?£•*/. 

Now if *ny modern aafchoxtbaiL written 
thei above f pa(Tage^ wioehi ao*fc%*EngUfhr 
critics ftyle it an Hiberofctim? 'nr.i.' to 

,39* There w another peJafjt roe In this 
author, which may lik e wife be carped at, 

T a 



sso T h £ KORAN. 

but that it is not certain whether the error 
is to be imputed to the writer or traa* 
fcriber— mofi probably to the latter, be- 
caufe that fo fmall an erratum would fet 
«t right. 

— — —Quid tirras alio calcntes 
Sole mutdmus? Patriae qui* exul 
Se quoquefugit? 

Lib. *• Od. i©\ 

'. ' i ' ■ ■ => 

Here the fenfe is deficient in the fiiH, 
fentence— becaufe the commutation is not 
p'ropofed — —and the expreffion abounds 
with a pleonafm in the fecond. — For exul 
comprehends patriae. 

But change this laft word into patria , 
and join it to the firflf fentence — let us fee 
how it will Aand upon this alteration. 

— —Quid terras alio calentes 
Sole mutamus patria ? Quis exul 
Se quoque fugit? 

You fee that the deficiency is by this 
means TuppHed in the firBpart, and the 
abundance refunded in: the latter. 

40. Pere Rapin fays, very juftly, of 
mofi of the Italian writers, that they ftri re 
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rather to fay things wittily than naturally. 
But both French and Englifh authors have 
frequently the Came fault. 

Look back to number 35 , for the com* 
mencement of this vicious ftyle of writing. 
\4i. The Apollo Belvidere is confefled- 
ly the fineft ftatue in the known*world. — 
How could the very ingenious Mr. S pence , 
in his Poly metis, miftake his figure and 
expreiBaa, juft after having (lain the Py- 
thon , for a fimple Apollo Venator? 

42. Who need ever be vain of a poet's 
praife, when it is fo notorioufly known 
that the Mufes fang a funeral elegy on the 
death of this fame ferpent Python, (lain 

.by Apollo, their very god? 

43. In philosophy , it is faid , that eu- 
nuchs bear wine better than men do. The 
philofopher then who claimed the. prize 
of drinking, for being the firft drunk , did 
honour to his gender. 

, Liften ,to this , ye jo vial country 'fquires , 
and never boaft again of. being 'fable to 
carry off a greater quantity of liquor— -I' 
think that is the phrafoi-than other men." 

44. St.. James fays, "Count it all joy, 
whdh you fall into divers temptations." ' 
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45. By the iniHtutions of Ly cargo* , the 
rigour of the Spartan difcipline, both In 
apparel and diet, was relaxed in tln|e of 
war. .-•■'.■ 

46". There be fix things, in phyfic, ftyl- 
ed mm-'Qaturahv And whatdo you. think 
they are*? Even the raoft natural things 
.in nature'— diet — evacnation— — air~ — ~ 
exercife— —Deeping -and waking. 

-4 j.. In the Harleian MifcellaAy, volume 
the firft, and page firft — the preamble— 
• there is this expreffion :—"To fhew that 
when God is on our fide , neither the pow- 
er nor the policy of man is able to do 
us harm J' — What a deep reflection! How 
many volume* of fermons have I feen 
wrote in the fame way I 

4g. The Capitol of Rome was fo called, 
becaufe that a man's head — which might 
have been a woman's , for ought they knew 
— the gender does not lie there — happened 
to have been dug out of the foundation. 

From this bint, the Augurs prophefied, 
that Borne fhould become the capital of 
the world.-— — You may fee what fort of 
reafoners priefts muft have been from the 
beginning* * 
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Rome was ft y led alfo the mi ft re fs , not 
the matter of the world, — —Which feems 
diffidently to juftify my furmife, above 
hinted, about the head. 

49. Madnefs is confident— —which is 
more than can be laid for poor Reafon. 
Whatever may be • the ruling paffion at 
the time , continues equally fo throughout 
the whole delirium— though it fhouldlaft 
for life. 

Madmen are always conftant in love ; 
which no man in his fenfes ever was.— 
Our paffion s and principles are fteady in 
phrenzy; but begin to fhtft and waver, 
as we return to reafon. 

' 50. It is an bard cafe , that the laws 
fhould not have made any manner of dif- 
ference between murdering an honeft man, 
and only executing a fcoundrel. I really 
think that thefe things fhouid always be 
rated ad valorem. 

51. Pliny fays, that the crocodile in- 
creases in ft re rig th to its lateft age , and 
dies in full vigour— — This would be a 
good poetical limile for Avarice, which 

• ' Groivs with our growth , and fireng- 
tkens with our weaknefs." 
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5?. A lady of my acquaintance told me 
one day in great joy , thai The had got a 
•parcel. of the mod delightful novels to 
read that fhe had ever met with before. 
They call them Plutaich's I^ives, faid 
fhe.~I happened, unfortunately , to in- 
*fbrm her lady f hip , that they were deem- 
ed to be authentic hiftories. Upon which 
her countenance fell , and fhe never read 
another line in them. 

53. A fervent maid I had once— her 
name was not Dorothy * — returned home 
crying one day , becaufe a criminal , whom 
fhe had obtained leave to go fee exe- 
cuted, happened to get a reprieve. 

She had no fpleen to the fellow — for 
he had been condemned only for a rape; 
nor was fhe of a cruel nature — but fhe 
had loft a fight. 

54. Ravifius Textor has given u» a ca- 
talogue of perfons who died laughing. 

55. The Lex Papla forbade men to mar* 
ry after fixty, and women after fifty. 

I think the law was wrong in the firft 
article — becaufe men may have children 

* See chapter XXXIII. laft paragraph bntonc. 
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long after that age~ ot their wives, may * 
at leafi, which anfwers as well for the 
community. But matrimony is generally 
thrown away upon any woman after Wil- 
kes's number. 

To have children, is the only mo deft 
reafon a woman can give for marriage. 
And after fuch pretence hasceafed, what 
an indecent thing rnuft it be, to fee her 
proceeding to the gratification of her con* 
cupifcence, at the very foot of the altar? 

56. A watch or clock goes the falter for 
being, fpuk ... 

57. The famous princefs Catharine Sfor- 
za , being befieged in a fortrefs by re* . 
beta* was threatened by them to have her 
children put to de^th, if fhe did not fur- 
render the garrifon — "Do with them. as 
you pleafe," faid fhe, "for behold I have 
a mold to caft more."— — So faying-, fhe 

flopped up on the wall 1 leave the 

hiftorian to tell the seft. Hijt. desfemmes 
iflujires, 

I think that fhe might have been cele- 
brated for her immodefty, as Jael was 
for her treachery above women in the tent. 

53. Monficur Menage , a poet of diftin- 
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-guifhed eminence in France, always fent 
a criticifm to *he prefs immediately after 
every piece he pnblifhed, to prove that 
he had not one requifite of a poet in any 
of his writings ; and that he wrote all hh 
verfes, invitd Mincrv& % by the mere dint 
of labour only. What a caprice! 

59. Alecto infpiring Amata with rage, 
Is compared by Virgil to a boy whipping 

bis-top. 1 

60. Afk Doctor Smollet what he means , 
In his Travels , by theGenoefe, the Em- 
prefs of Ruffia , and' making heaven ac- 
countable for the death of Peter the Third 
—Joan — and the predestination of her Ton ? 

61. There are certain fifties, ftyled ab- 
dominals, that have fins underneath their 
bellies — which your hThrhonger philofo- 
phers fay prevent their turning on their 
backs!" •:•-.-■-- ■■!■... 

This particular, I hear, is only true of 
fifties, but not of thofe animals "quae 
dejinunt in pi/bem." 

62. Diotima, a female'philofopher, was 
the perfon that initiated Socrates into the 
philofophia amatoria, which the Platonift 
afterwards ex rolled fo highly. 
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63. Theano, another female pbilofo- 
pher, ufed to advife married Women "to 
lay afide fhanoe with their clothes/' 

This brothel-maxim is finely reprehend- 
ed by the chafte Plutarch, who fays, 
That "women ought never to be nailed, 
for when they pat off their garments, they 
ffeould clothe themfelves with modefty." 
' '64. The fame Theano told Ttmaepai- 
des,' who had' often reviled her* that, not- 
withflanding hrt unkindnefs, fhe always 
fpoke well of him— but had the luck ftill 
to find , that her panegyric bad the fanre 
ftrte with his fatire — to be equally difcre- 
dited. ' ' 3 « ? ■'• 

Prior, and others, have ftolen epigranjs 
from this expreffion: ; , •:*--.■" 

"You always /peak ill of me , 
I always fpeak well of thee— 
But, fpite of all our noife arid pother, ' 
The world believes nor one nor t'other" 

Prior. 

65. I knew a man who was* governed 
by no one principle in the world but fear. 
-He had no manner of objection to 
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fcoirig to church, but \e& "the devil might 
4afee it ill." 

66. The (earned are not jet agreed-, 
whether an Olympiad contained four or 
five years. — The luftre is happily out of 
4tfpute, and fixed at five. 

-67. How children come to be marked > 
before they come into the world, by all 
vrnpreffioii made only on the fight of the 
mother, is inexplicable by phtlofophy* 
Nay, philosophy denies the fact, but 
leaves the contingency of it rather a greater 
n»y*ery. 

68. Women entered originally into the 
Olympic games —but fome confufion hap- 
pening once on their accounts, they w^re 
forbidden to appear there for the future , 
on pain of death, if found difguifed. 

Yet a woman, named Herenice, did af- 
terwards venture her life, for the mere 
pleafure of w refiling and boxing there — 
and won the prize. 

She could not conceal her triumph : 
which coming to the judges' ears, they or- 
dered, that thenceforward all athletics 
fhould be performed naked. 
- Xhis bw author, who is a. joker ; fays. 
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prevented their entering the eircirs for the 
future, but made them all crowd to the 
xing. 

69. Solon deprived parents of all pa* 
ternal authority over baftards.— The rea- 
fon he gave for it it curious— — That a* 
they were only fathers for their own plea- 
fure, this fhould be then only reward. 

Married men feem here to* be unfa* 
vourably dlEinguifhed by Solon— ~— a» 
mere dredges- in the vineyard.— - —I fup- 
pofe Solon had an ugVy wife. 

70. Huchefon , in his philofephic trea- 
tife on beauty , harmony , and order, plus's 
and minus's you to* heaven or hell, by- 
algebraic equations — fo that none but air 
expert mathematician can ever be able 
to fettle his accounts with St. Peter— and 
perhaps St. Matthew, who had been an- 
officer in the cufioms, muft be called in 
to audite them. 

71. The pfeudomenos, a problem among 
the ftotcs— a quibble merely in words. 

7«. The ahacampferotes— a- certain root 
•—the touch of which is faid to reconcile 
lovers. 

73. Lycurgus was the perfon who col* 
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iected = together all the. works of Homer 
in Afia. Minor:, and. brought them into 
Greece. • t . 

Plato would exclude all the poets from 

bjs commonwealth, Obferre here the 

difference between a perfon who had 
formed a real Hate, and otoe who had 
framed only an Ideal one. .,■•-,. 

74. Hermomdea, .a. difciple if Ttlno* 
theus, allied his male* one ; day , Howr km* 
fhould conduct himfelf , in order to obn 
tain the prize of nmfic.At a. public opera 
that was then to be performed? .' 

"If the theatre be thin," faid the old 
fellow , " play your beft — for the audience 
may probably be felect and judicious-** 
But to. a .crowded houfe, be fure you 
play as ill as you can— becaufe the mul- 
titude hav.e. Midas's ears." 

Hermonides, like other young people, 
afked advice which he meant not to take 
— exerted all his talents— excelled eveiy 
competiterr-loft the priae — and died that 
yety night of the mortification .he had 
received, by not taking the old.'fage'a- 
counfel. . , ^. 

75. There is an original necflffity in our 
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nature "to determine omfelves."-^ Provi- 
dence has implanted this propenfily in 
ws , to prevent fufpenfionof action, where 
reafons may be wanting, or equipoifed. 

In the moft indifferent cafes,- we are 
apt to feel an inclination to favour one 
fide of a queftion more than tfee other.— 
Two men boxing, two horfes running, 
two cocks fighting, two dogs Cnaxling— 
even two fxfhwomen fcolding— tjbough all 
equally, unknown— -one will naturally take 
part with one* or the other—- " We muft 
determine ourfelves." 

Two competitors for a crown appear 
on the theatre of war together, Even theiv 
very names fhall decide the point, with 
regard to us,, unknowing x $f their .refpec* 
tive titles or merits. — It was morally im- 
poffible to have remained indifferent, 'be- 
tween Meer Jaffeir and Coffim Ally Cawn, 
two rival nabobs, fome time. ago. I vowed 
fealty to the letters and my wife, whe- 
ther through loyalty or perverfenefo , al- 
ways took part with the firft againfl us* 

And if the ft rife fhould happen to be 
between a man and a woman, the re* 
fpective fexes fhall take different fides in 
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the contention — though not always on 
the part of their refpectire genders — fox 
women are fometimes partial to a wo* 
man, merely becaufe The is one— — bat 
oftener to a man, for the fame re a Ton, 
No matter for the motives — we labour 
under " a phyfical neceffity of determiniiig 
•urfelves." 

In fine, there is but one ftniggle be- 
tween man and woman, m which both 
men and women equally wifh fuccefs to 

ene ffde only- to which part I need 

not fay.— For as my readers muft be either 
male or female, I fhatl refer the decifion 
to their joint concurrence. 

y6. Brutus ' was originally a name of 
contempt , given firft to Lucius Junius , by 
Tarquin, on account of his pretending 
madnefs and folly; in order to efcape the 
notice and jealoufy of that tyrant, who 
had put his father and brother to death. 

Virtue can render the meantft name 
great— and vice turn the greateft into con- 
tempt.— Liften , ye plebeians and ye peers I 

7;r. Margaret de Valois queen of Na- 
Tarre, was fly led a tenth mufe, and « 
fourth grace. 
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78. Solon faid, that if Ml men were to 
caft their misfortunes into one common 
heap , every perfon would rather take up 
.his own lot again, than accept an equal 
fliare with the reft. 

This is an odd expreffion— — for, as 
be makes the reflection general, it is as 
much as to fay, in effect, that everyone's 
evils were lefs when put in , and greater 
when taken out. This might be true of 
Tome, but could. not poffibly be fo of all. 
■ 79. Plato faid of Dionyfius's court, at 
his return from Sicily , on his being afked 
what he obferved remarkable there— — 
«■ Vidi monftrunt in natura , ho mine 17% bis 
Jaturatum in die."—- — By faturatum , he 
meant merely eating, not drinking. 

What would he have faid , had he lived 
in modern times, and feen not only two 
meals, but two debauches, in the fame 
day! 

80. In the life of Henry Prince of Wales , 
there is a curious ftory told, of a fpeech 
made by a pope, who filenced a prieft 
for preaching doctrines H contrary to the 
catholic faith.'* 

The Koran. Vol. III. U 
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The man defended hiroferf, by faying 
that be had advanced nothing but 'the 
gofpel , and the word of God. —To which 
bis holtnefs -replied , that this was ,■ in ef- 
fect, "to fubvert the catholic religion." 

gi. Tiberius was the perfon who offered 
a premium for the Invention r Or cotorri- 
vance of any new pleafure. ' 

$«. Providence ha-s [applied- the body 
with refrefhment arid medicine * i« the ani- 
mal, vegetable, and mineral world — and 
to our minds hath given , both for relief 
and cure , religiorf , mafic, and the fciences. 
Whether I - write" the Above obfervafion 
from reflection or recollection 3 I do de- 
clare, moft ingenuoufly, that I cannot be 
certain this moment. — — Memorandum, 
that memory is apt to forget. 

33. Ludovicus Jacob fays of Pontus de 
Thiard, who was both a bifhop and a 
poet, that his erudition was too univer- 
sal for the fir ft, and too profound for the 
latter. 

84. Balzac faid , that Virgil had pre- 
vented Taflfo from being the firft epic poet 
of Italy, but that Taflb had prevented 
him from being the laft. 
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85. It is reported of Sebaftian, a very 
good Latin poet, that he could feldom 
avoid fpeaking in verfe, in his common 
conversation. 

In general , warm, people , as ppets na- 
turally are, fpeak ufually iu blank verfe 
— — except they flutter. 

" I lifp'd in numbers — for the numbers 
came/' 

86. The Count deBonarelli, an Italian 
nobleman, had patted through a regular 
courfe of divinity and philofophy, and 
difiinguifhed himfelf in both thefe ftudies. 

He . was afterwards taken from tfrofe 
purfuits , and employed by the gr,eat duke 
of Ferrara , in fixteen embattles of fiate ; 
in all which he acquitted himfelf with 
great addrefs both as a politician and a 
minifter. - ....... 

He had <never written one line of poetry 
in his life, till he was about threescore 
years of age ; when , having retiied from 
public bufinefs, he. undertook for his am u,- 
fement a paftoral poem , which he execut- 
ed with a fame equal to Guarini's Pallor 
Fido and TaJTo's Aminta. 

U 2 
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87. The covetous man is poor— but the 
contented one rich— fa* d Bias the philo- 
sopher. 

88* Solon built a city in Cilicia , which 
he named Soleis, and peopled it with a 
colony from Athens; who", mixing with 
the natives of the .country , corrupted their 
language, and were fetid to folecife. — Dio- 
genes Laertius gives us this derivation for 
the word folecifim. 

89. Srmonides , a very Tweet Greek poet', 
was fo affected about the nicety of his 
expreffion, that, being to mention mules 
upon fome occafion , he ft vied them daugh- 
ters of mares. — Upon which Diogenes mi- 
lied him, by afking, whether they were 
'not daughters of aflGes as well? 

90. In Plato's Phedon, Socrates fays., 
that while the foul is immerfed in mat- 
ter , " it ftaggers , ftrays , frets , and is giddy 
like a man in drink." 

•• There is a palfage in the Pfalms, from 
whence one mifft be n-lmoft certain he muft 
baveborrowed this image.— — ** They reel 
to and fro , and ft agger like a drunken 
man, and are at their wit's end." Pfalrn 
107. vexfe 27. 
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Here , not only the fimile is the fame , 
and the expreflTion almoft fo— as near as 
different tran Rations of the fame text, not 
performed by the Septuagint , can be fup- 
pofed to approach*— —but the very occa- 
fions are parallel alfo. The firft defcribes 
the ftate of the foul, under the incumbran- 
ces of corporeal affections, and the latter 
fpeaks'of men unaffifted by grace, 

91. Plato allowed mirth and wine to old 
men, bat forbade them both to young 
ones. To be merry and wife, might hare 
been a proverb deduced from this law. 

But Plato's reafon was truly philoso- 
phic— —that , while our natural cheerful- 
'nefs and fpkits remain , we fhould never 
uCe incitements. To fpura free horfe, foon 
makes a jade of him. 

92. Antigdnus fatd , ** Qui Macedoniae 
regent erudite omnes etiatn fubditos eru» 

dif* " Qualis rear, talis great " fays 

fomebody elfe. 

This is not always fo. It is only what 
may be ftyled a capable truth.— Virtue 
will notbefuffictent— — for example alone 
won't do. The king muft have both fenfe 
and fpirit too. He fhould let all his boun- 
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ties, honours, and preferments, flow in 
one cbafte channel , and , like heaven , bribe 
us to our good. 

93. Is it not an amazing thing , that men 

f hail attempt. to in veftigate the my fiery of 

the redemption , when , at the fame, time 

that it is propounded to us as an article of 

i faith foiely ,. we are told , that " The very 

angels have defired to pry into it. in vain? 

: 94. See the character of Francis David 

Sterne, in the Annual Regtfier for the year 

1760, and compare it- with -the? jealous 

- phrenzy of Jean Jacques Rouffeau. — The 

unaccountable caprices of human nature! 

95. I afked an hermit once in Italy, 

how he could venture to live alone, in a 

' iingle cottage, on the top of a mountain, 

a mile from any habitation ? — He replied , 

that "Providence was his very next door 

neighbour. " 

96. A library, 
Plerunujue in quujimulac pedenLpofui , 
foribus pejjfulutn abdo, — Ambitionsm au- 
tent , amorem , libidinem , avaritiam ex- 
cludo , quorum parens eft ignavia , impe- 
ril ia nutria: — et in ipfo aeternitatis gre-> 
mio , inter tot illuftres an'unos fedem mini 
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Junto , cum ingenti quidem animo, utfub- 
inde mag Hat um me- mifcreat , qui f eli- 
cit at em hanc ignoflant. 

Hbinsius. 

In the world , you are fubjeet to every 
fool's humour — In a library you oan make 
every wit fubjeet to yours. - 

Hehry ahd Fhakce*. 

97. The marefchal de Bellegarde' was 
a lover, and a favourite of Anne of Au- 
stria's , but happened to be difcarded upon 
the following occafion : 

When he was taking leave of her Ma- 
jefty , to repair to his command in the army , 
he folicited her, with an air of pafTton and 
myftery, to give him her hand; which f 
after fhe had , wkh a blufh , fome hefi- 
tation , and turning afide her head , 

"With neck retorted, and oblique re- 
gard," 
at length con Tented to , he applied it im- 
mediately 'Mo the hilt -of his fword." 

A moft ftupid piece of old-fafhioned gal- 
lantry, to be fure.— But obferve, at the 
fame time, the unaccountable caprice of 
woman , in his difmiffal. 
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' 2#. Plutarch has a fine expreffion, with 
regard to fotne woman of learning, hu- 
mility , and virtue — That her ornaments 
were fuch as might he purchafed without 
money, and would render any woman's 
life both glorious and happy. 

99. Extract — unde nejcie, 
. Adam fignifie* earth, and Eve life. — But, 
not to infift upon Hebrew definitions, man 
was originally made of the dead earth- 
but woman of the living man— therefore, 
of a more excellent nature. There are' no 
conclufions fo ftrong as thofc that are 
drawn from the petitlo principii. 

100. Another fragment in favour of the 
fox: 

It is remarkable, that as by a woman 
we were all undone, fo by a woman we 
were all retrieved again. 

For as the virgin conceived without the 
co-operation of man, all the human na- 
ture that Chri£t took upon hinafelf, muft 
have been derived entirely from the femi- 
nine gender. 

101. The Laplanders have odd notions 
They encourage the killing of bears /n 
their country ; and have framed this Uw, 
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- tli At anjh *na» who deftroys one,, fhall be 
' exempted ffom cohabiting with his wife 
for a week*— and fo on.* totiet qupties. . 

102. Heraclitus was the perfon who fi*ft 
introduced the burning df the detfd f upon 
this philofbphy , that fire was the predo- 
minant ■principle o£ all things ; and that, 
by fuch diftblution, the aethereal Heme, 
or foul of man, was better and fooner 
purified and difunited from the groflTneCi 
of matter. 

v>i #03; The doctors of the Sorbonde, in 
the year 1550, can fed a prieft to be de- 
prived of his benefice, for pronouncing the 
woTds quifquis and quamquam , as they 
are fpelled , inftead , of kifkis and kan- 
kam, as they had reformed them. 

Which were the greater fools , they 01 
the priefr? - < 

104. Sophocles has written a tragedy, 
which conGfts of but one entire monologue, 
of a perfon complaining and lamenting a 
fore heel. See. the Philoctetes. 

105. In the whole Hebrew dictionary 
there is not one word to exprefs nature 01 
philofophy. 

The Koran, Voh III. X 
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106. Pythagoras was the perfon who 
firft changed the arrogant appellation of 
fbphbs, or wife man; to philofopher, or 
a lover of wifdom. 

107. What a favage race of menmaft 
the ancient Romans have been , who had 
-but tone word, hoftis, in their language, 
,for an enemy and a foreigner? 

* - 1*8. Hume fays, "Can wt expect that 
"a government will be well modelled by 
a people, who know not how to make a 
tfpinning- wheel, or to employ a loom to 
-advantage?" 

109* A good fimile— as concife as a 
king's declaration* of love. 

■ 110. Sir Ifaac Newton ft an ding by the 
£de of a quarry, faw a ftone fall from 
the top of it to the ground—" Why fhould 
this ftone, when loofened from its bed, 
rather defcend, than rife, or fly acrofs? 
Either of thefe directions muft have been 
equally indifferent to the ftone itfelf." 

Such was his foliloquy ; and this the 
firft philofophic reflection he had ever 
made. This led him firft into confldering 
the nature of gravity , etc. — So that to -a 
mere accident we owe all thofe deep re- 
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fearchea, and ufeful difcoreries, with 
which he has fince enriched the fciences. 
111.. Pljutarch imputes, the ceafing of 
many of the oracles , to the world's being 
thinner peopled at that time than for- 
merly.^" The gods., fays he, would not 
dejgnto ufe fo many interpreters .of their 
.wills to fo Cm all an handful of people.'' 

112. Solon was the pejrfon who granted 
.a power to parents of putting their, children 
to death— Who was it that gave them 
authority to condemn their daughters to a 
nunnery ? 

1 13. PUitarcjb commends Attalus for da- 
firoyingaU hjs.pwn children in order to 
leave b\s wealth and kingdom to his ne- 
phew. ?'■»••••,.• ; 

. One unnatural action induced another — 
For Attalus's reafon for fo doing, was that 
his brother, the father of that nephew 9 
had left, him; his heir, ^ wrong to his 
own /on. / , : 

114. Men affect parrots, that difgrace 
human fpeech— and are fond of monkies, 
that ridicule human action. 

1 15. Great eaters have generally but dull 

X 2 
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intellects — The dromedary is faid to have 
foiir ftomachs. ' 

1 16. A very curious and authentic let- 
ter has been lately brought to light, from 
the queen of Scots to £lifabeth-^ which 
makes the latter's chafticy not to be fo 
"problematical a point as* general History 
had left it to us. See the Annual Regiftet 

*o* »759» P*g e 3*3« 

117. See the controlled character'' off 
young Servin, in Sully's Memoirs , "for an 
extraordinary inftancV in human nature; 

\j g, Mr. Spence , in his Poly metis , fays , 
that there mufi have been a nymph whole 
name was Aura—or Procris could never 
have conceived a jealoufy at the expref- 
fion of Cephalus , Aura veni. 

How could a perfon of his tafte , and 
excellent criticifm , pofllbly make fo poor 
a comment! This paQage certainly does 
not in the leaft prove that there ever was 
fuch a nymph, but only that Procris ima- 
gined there was. 

Had he remembered Shake fpear, he 
would have known, that 

•• Trifles light as air , are , to the jealous B 
Confirmations Jirong ," etc. 
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119. Mr. Spence is fhamefully inifiakeq 
in another paffage too. He fays that the 
Hamadryads were, not reputed by the 
poets to haye been the fouls of particular 
trees, but the nymphs of the woods in 
general. 

Bat thefe latter were always diftinguifh. 
ed by the title of Dryads, — from whence 
Druids,— ~and the. former wexe only 
thought to be the lives of trees. 

.120. The .feeing an object difiiuctly, 
with one eye, and the not feeing it double 
with two , muft appear to be an unac- 
countable ctrcumfiance in vifion.— —The 
fame philofophical queftioa may be ap- 
plied. Jo hearing. 

i2i. What fcolds muft women hare 
been deemed from the beginning, when 
all the familiar*, the familiares , or female 
genii , were ftyled Junones ? 

132. I was acquainted once with a gal- 
lant foldier, who affured me that his on- 
ly meafure of courage was this : 

Upon the firft fire, in an engagement , 
he immediately looked upon himfelf as 
a dead man* He then bravely fought out 
the remainder of the day, perfectly re* 
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gardlefs of all manner of danger, as be- 
comes « dead man to be. 
" So that all the life or limbs he carried 
back again to his "tent, he reckoned as 
clear gains— or, as he fiimTelf expteffed 
it, fo much out of the fire. 

123. A mail is' fhorter , Handing up , than 
lying along. He is certainly near fix lines , 
or about half an inch, longer, in bed, 
than when up. ' 

124. Peculiarities in Clarke's Latin 
grammar: 

He reckons but feven parts of fpeech , 
leaving out the f pronduh and participle i 
and fnbftituting the adjective for both. 

He admits only five cafes of nouns , re- 
jecting the vocative. — His reafon for this 
is curious. — See the note, page 1; • ' ■ 

The order of his cafes too ftands thess 
—Nominative, accufative, genitive, da- 
tive, and ablative. 

125. About the middle of the thirteenth 
century , and in the pontificate of Grego- 
ry the Ninth , a curious incident happened. 

Count Gletchen was taken prifoner, in 
an engagement agatnft the Saracens , and 
condemned to flavery. He was employed 
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at Work in. the gardens of the feragUo, 
and happened to be taken, notice of by. 
the Sultan's daughter.— — She found put 
that he was a perfon of diftinction, eon* 
ceived a pafflon for him, and offered 
to contrive his efcape, if he would mar* 
ry her. 

v He honefHy told her. that he had a wife 
already. She replied , that fhe made, no 
manner .of fcruple. of that circurnftanfi** 
as the cpftom of .her country allowed me* 
a plurality. Upon thefe terms then, they 
agreed , and had the fortune to get fafe 
together to Venice. He haftened to r\ome» 
made Gregory acquainted with the parti- 
culars of the ftory, and, upo;n promife to 
make Mifs Saracen turn Catholic, obtains 
ed a difpenfation to. keep both wives. 

The' fir A wife was To much rejoiced at 
recovering her hufband upon any condi- 
tions, that fhe acquiefced in the articles, 
and fhewed herfelf grateful , in the higheft 
inftance, to his fair deliverer. The ftory 
mentions another unnatural circumftance 
alfo in this matter — that the Saracen ha4 
no children, but fhewed a mother's fond- 
nefs towards thofe of her rival.-r^-rWtyat 
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pity that fhe did not leave Come of her 
breed behind her! 

At Gleichen they ft ill continue to fliew 
the bed In which they all three ufed to* 
fleep peaceably together—which, for that 
reafon , might more properly be fly led the 
grave. 

They were all buried in the fame tomb, 
in the church of the Peterfberg Benedic- 
tines , and lie under a ftone, with this epi- 
taph > which the count , who outlived them 
troth,- ordered to be inscribed upon it: 

" Here lie the bodies of two rival wives , 
who, with unparalleled affection, loved 
each other as fitters, and me extremely, 
-i-Theone fled from Mahomet, to follow 
her hufband— — the other was willing to 
embrace the fpoufe fhe had recovered.— 
United by the ties of matrimonial love, 
we had , when living , but one nuptial bed ; 
and, in our deaths, only one marble to 
cover us." 

i56. Plato defcribes two Cupids — a ce- 
ieftial and a terreftrial one. — Perhaps he 
meant thus to divide the ancient opinion 
of the two urchins , who are faid one to 
caufe, and the other to ceafe, love— or, 
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more likely, to diftinguifh Platonic love 
from the natural one. 

127. Sir Francis Bacon fays, the mufes 
are in league together with time , and pre- 
ferve the privileges of th« golden age- 
Poetry fubfifts after ftates and empires arc 
loft. The poet's life unites fafety with dig* 
nity , plea Pure with merit —I wifh I could 
add, profit alfo — and beftows admiration 
without envy. It places a man in the feaft* 
and not in the throng— in the light* but 
not in the heat. 

128. It was faid 9 very juftly, and re- 
finedly , by a lady , mentioned in one of 
Swift's letters , that in men , defire begets 
lore— and in woman, love begets defire. 

if 9* Quid t<m% dignum mifsricordia\ 
quam mifer? 

130, I pe*fierijiretti % ed ilvifo fciolto % 
was Sir- Harry Wooton's advice through 
life. 

131. In Comos, fpeaking of midnight 
fhout and revelry, upon joyful occafions # 
Milton juftly fays, "they thanked the 
gods amifs." 

139. A man muft be,born a fchoolmaftet* 
He muft *be more <or lefs than man, fays 



t5*> T h e K OR A N% 

Z.e Sage , in his Bachelor of Salamanca , 
to preferve his patience. 

135. It is furprifing that there fllould be 
perfohs t>n the face of the earth, who lore 
themfelves fo little, as to fret at! every 
thing, to be conftautly out of humour , 
and fet the whole world againfl thein.. 

134.. I have long ceafed to wonder at 
all the operations of Nature , except one* 
Take a feed of a fruit tree, or a flower; 
cut it to pieces, or bruife it in a mortar, 
and you will perceive but one colour in 
it. Sew another grain, of the fame kind, 
and it fhall produce flQwers or fruits, con* 
taining every tint in the rainbow. 

The lynx-eyed philofopher may per- 
fuade hirufelf , that he Tpies the .future 
tree, or Bower, in the pre fent feed— but 
he can never perfuade me, that he fees, 
or forefees, theitr. future .colours, there*. 

There appears to be forae thing more 
here, I confefs , than mere fecond caufes, 
requifite to account for fuch a phenomenon. 

135. In a French book I was reading 
fome time ago, I met with a ftupid exer- 
cife of wit, of which I give you here a 
Xpecintcn, merely beeaufe it is new* in a 
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drfiich of French verfe , wrote in the fol- 
lowing mariner: • * 

Another, in Latin yerfe. 

O JW- — £-- /— -• #71--- — p— H mmmmm •— — t 

iff— -- — , *- ^ -y^- * — *-- <** — — yi— / 

Another, in EngUfb. 

iF— y*-*.- m— ■ # — , f -- < — — * «— • I 

^4.*.y*.. if— — /--» - t /r- df— — - !•--•—• 

If you have nothing elfe to do, try to 
puzzle thefe out. It will be better than 
drinking or falling afleep , or fretting be- 
caufe .you have not a thoufand pounds 

,136 'the following in fc rip t ion , taken 
from Alderigate , is a conceit of the lame 
kind with the former— — but much more 
foolifh , becaufe more ingenious and diffi- 
cult. .The language is Latin. 

Qu en trit it c vul fir a 

os guts ti ro um . ntrt vit. 
H fan chri mi t mu la 

If you have a turn for riddling, I fhall 
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leave you to amufe yourfelf with Ihe a- 
bove laborious dullnefs , after you have 
difpatched the former canity- witchets. 

137. I knew a common fellow orice 
who had been horn a fool.— tie w&s an 
excellent labourer, and, barring accidents, 
the beft verbal meffenger in -the country 
where he lived* 

While he was receiving his inftructions, 
he ufed always to hold one hand on the 
opposite ear , left the directions ihoul4 Beal 
through it— and the tenant you bad done, 
he would clap his other hand upon, the 
listening ear, and run off with the flory 
to the perfon appointed to receive it. 

But if, by accident, he happened to 
fall, or was any otherwise obliged to take 
off either of his hands from his ears, he 
immediately loft all remembrance of the 
xneflage, and would return back, crying 
for frefh inflections. 

138. The beft account for the belief of 
miracles has been given by Gil Bias.— 
He fays, that "the marvellous ftrikei the 
imagination ; and when once that has been 
gained over, the judgment has no longer 
fair play," 
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" 139. AcoTiousfenteneeloficemetwitfr, 
I don't know where*— **Mundus ipje, qui 
ob ahiiquUafernr debefet effe fapienr 9 fern- 
perjiulthat, et nullis JlageUis alter at ur; 
'fed V ut pue? /vult riffts et ftdftbus c&rv- 
nari" 

140. Vitam regit f orf una, Hon fapierr- 
'//a— -ii-This is a* very bad nrbral, and I 
fonder how tbeifnthrtr-ofTuTly's Offices 
^ouldrufferit'tb efcap* himv '■> '■■■ <: 

141. Lycurgus, in order to confirm bis 
eftablifhment for ever, took a jour iter to> 
Detphos, 011 pretence of con fulling the 
oracle; fiVft obliging the king, fenate and 
people , in an oath, not to alter the ftate 
till his return. : ,: - -» "-> 

He then retired into voluntary exilement 
for life. — What a deal' of virtue and fim> 
plicity mod they have fiad'fa'thoFe'daysl 

14*. Bx .fenjxbus anter cae'tera homihi 
tactus, deinde guftatus — rtliquh fuperd* 
tur^a multii'^AijuiTde clarius cvrnuitt— 
Vultures Jagacius odorantur-L-—ttqtiidius 
audiunt Tmlpue % obruiae terra. Plih, Nat. 
HfiL 

143. Maria is'the 'onTyVdmair ftr the 
world whom fmiles become not* Sbr if 
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beautiful when {pave, but loolp like an 
idiot whenever the laughs. 

If I was her lover, I fhould be can* 
/U fitly picking of quarrels with -her * in 
•tderto preferve my conftancy. — For the 
maxim of amantium ira , ete. is mofi pe- 
culiarly applicable here. 
* .144. Hpw imperfect mujl the ft ate t . of 
orthography have, keen, when^here .was 
bo more difference between the-tiumeraU 
-that exprefs. four and two hundred,, than 
,TJ «od.^!; t . :n , k, u . ,;. s .,.'..»,... . 

145, roomer, Hefiod , Aefbp , the Seven 
Wife Mailers, as they axe fyled* and the 
Sybils,, were all born under, the; A ffyrian, 
called the firft monarchy. 

: 146. Had all poffible mufical tones been 
exhaufted by Nature, that fhe was forced 
to fuffer the ravca to croak , the. owl to 
icreech, the peacock to fcream, and the 
Jiog to grunt or fquael ? , ■ . 
... 147. T^e Empetour Adrian, who wrote 
the familiar verjicles to his foul, and. was 
aperfpn of furprizing knowledge and lite- 
rature, for a king, preferred Cato to Cice- 
ro, and £nnius to Virgil. 
, *4£« Septimius Severus, the nineteenth 
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Roman emperour, died at York,, in Great 
Britain. 

- • There was Tometbirig mpft remarkably 
amiable in his perfon. His fon Caracalla 
attempted to flay him, juft after'** bad 
declared him his fucceffor , but was pre- 
vented by his guards. 

The good old man refented only »• but 
orcYCnged not , the intended parricide j and* 
retiring into his palace , fell Ul imme- 
diately, and. died of grief. 
. I admire jthe pUilofophy irthjm that for- 
gave, but more lore, the natuee in him; 
•that felt. ' 

■ 149. Con&antiusy the laft;of the Pagan? 
Rotta* e pipe to ure , : aqd father of Conftan- 
tine the Great,, died aUo at York, .^ 

150. Heliogabalus , though a fad dog, 
inftittitedrone very, fevewabley *and there** 
fore juft , law— which was the cftabliQiing. 
a female jurisdiction;,; to .& <iiv judgment 
upon all trials relative to the Je*; , ... .,0 

• I, think: that fuch.a ftfyplemaatii&miMj} 
wanted in our owa«anftitutioti.;tfVw oan 

* female culprit be faid to be trie'd by bet 
peers, without a female jury? But.upe* 
all indict menu fprraiiTiun eat, paiticulax* 
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■ly* I would hare women only impannel- 
ed.— — For the bufinefs, npon fuohioe- 
cafioes, ought undoubtedly to be, rather 
to examine the acoufer, than to try the 
'aoeufed. - 

Now, girls often give themfelves great 
airs about being ravifhed , though nothing 
knight hare been farther from their thought* 
at the time. They might perhaps (hare been 
46, in m natural feafe;, though not in a 
legal one — which is all' I pretend to cott- 
iend for. And how. is it pojllbie fox a «nan , 
or even twelve men, to deelare npon their 
eon faiences , under which of thefe predica- 
ments the evidence might hare laboured? 
-■' Women then, mofi certainly, muft be 
the beft judges in thefe myfteries of the 
bona dea 9 and can quicklier difaover whe- 
fber the tcftimony arife from a fpltit of 
chaftity, of extortion, or extenuation of 
the juror's own frailty. And a man ought 
only to be condemned upon the firft cate- 
gory.— For, if the fact itfelf fhould be 
thought fufficient to convict him, his ho- 
linefs the Pope himfelf muft infallibly 
differ. 

>5i« In the fourteenth century, one Ni- 
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eolao Gabrini di Rienzi , one of the loweft 
of the people of Rome, had fpirit and 
ambition enough to conceive a defign of 
compafling the fovereignty of the city—- — 
and without money , friends , alliances , or 
military force , by the mere dint of orato- 
ry and perfeverance , he did at length ef- 
fectually obtain his object , and arrived alfo 
to fuch.'apitch of power and influence, as 
to awe feveral of the potentates of Eu- 
rope, and 'to be admitted an arbitrator of 
kingdoms. 

15a. Even fo late as near the beginning 
•f the fifteenth century, a certain pried, 
having met with this paflage, in fome Greek 
author, o v«$ i?iv *vA0$, mens humana 
immaterialis eft , and finding , in his Lexi* 
con that avXoq fignified a flute or pipe, 
brought no lefs than fifteen- arguments, in 
an academical exercife , to prove the human 
foul to be a whifile. 

153. Henry the Fourth , emperour of Ger- 
many , received the imperial diadem from 
the hands of Pope Celeftine— —who after 
he had placed it on his head , while he 
was on his knees, kicked \t off again 
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with his fared toe, to Chew his autho- 
rity over the kings of the earth. 

154. The .Jews Tent legates to Oliver 
Cromwell , to know whether he was not 
the true Meffiah. 

155. Pope Julius the Second was read* 
ing the Bible , when an account was brought 
him of his troops being beaten byfhm 
French.— Upon which he threw dbwn tho 
book on the floor, out of refentment to tho 
partiality of Heaven. 

156. The name of France is a reproach 
to the nation. It was derived from a people 
who were denominated Francs , from tho 
remarkable fpirit of liberty for which they 
had been diftingutfhed. 

But after they had fo poorly fuccumbed 
to arbitrary fway, the ancient name of 
Gaul would better have become them — — 
and the dunghill, not the game-cocky 
fhould be their enfign. 

157. Stephen Barthorius, a king of Po- 
land, faid, that God had referved three 
things to himfelf the power of crea- 
tion, the knowledge of future events and 
the dominion over our confciences. 

158* The Romans were a wicked people 
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in their public policy , though virtuous in 
their private morals. They made ufe of 
the bafeft , moft N opprefflve , and moft cruel 
methods of aggrandizing their empire— — 
by fubjecting all their neighbours to the 
yoke firft , and then, by the help of Haves 
of their own. making , extending their ty- 
ranny over the reft of the world. The pu- 
nica fides of the Carthaginians was never 
fo great, as the faithleflnefs and treachery 
of the Romans. 

159. Ancient Rome rendered, herfeif 
miftrefs — — • which is worfe than maf- 
ter — — of the world, under her confuls, 
by the fame methods that fhe continued 
To afterwards under her popes. 

The good of the commonwealth , was 
the former pretext— — and the good of the: 
church , was the latter one, Thefe l?eiwg 
the firft principles, to which all others 
were to be fubordinate, whatever vice, 
falfehood, or oppreflTion, that, could fa- 
vour either of thefe dominions, were con- 
sidered as public virtue , or pious fraud. 

160. It was lucky, and worthy of re- 
mark, that juft when the Greek and Ro- 
man ftory had rifen to the higheft pitch of 

Y 2 
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perfonal heroifm, glory, virtue, and ex- 
ample— —and that hifiory had been in 
full poffeffion of the facts—their languages 
fbould fall fuddenly into corruption and 
decay, by the deft ruction of their em- 
pires , fo as to become dead onest 

It is by this means that they have ob- 
tained to become elaffieai ftudies , and we 
read their authors universally , or univer- 
fitally , atleaft , with pleafure and improve- 
ment—which it had been impoffibfe to 
have done, had thofe tongues y like the 
living ones, continued Hill to have been 
altered, commixed, or enriched, and To 
have become obfolete , as they muft have 
done, long before the aera when they 
were fir ft eftablifhed as a ftudy in the 
European colleges. 

•161. Boyle * in his Seraphic Love , fays , 
*t Our Saviour is fo near unto God , that 
he might well have faid , / and the fa- 
ther are one. 1 ' — By which he feems to have 
thought, that Chrift fpoke only figurative- 
ly in fuch expreffions. 

Boyle had ftudied the fcriptures, both 
as a commentator and divine. Nay, in 
the beginning of .the twentieth fection of 
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his very work , he exprelsly fays , that he 
had taken fame " pains ia the k Study of 
controrerfial divinity." 

His abilities were great, and his fenfe 

of religion warm To that , both as an 

enthufiaft and a theologtft, he would pro- 
bably have delivered himfelf more Atha* 
nafianly, if he had net been reftrained , 
both as a metaphysician and an expo* 
fitor. 

162, Lewis the thirteenth took particu- 
lar notice of De Reiai , afterwards cardi- 
nal, for his generality and virtue, in plac- 
ing a girl in a convent , who had been 
fold to him by her mother; as alfo foe 
his bravery , iri defiring his atagonift to 
take op his fword again, which he had 
dropt, on his foot flipping in a duel with 
him. 

The attending to fuch inftances , of ma- 
gnanimity and virtue , in private life , is 
the being a king. This is the only way 
that a monarchy can be faid to be pre- 
ferable to a commonwealth. 

As this is the moft charming prerogative 
with which princes are endued, I am fur- 
prifed that they are not fond of exerting 
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it oftener than they do , ' during their ab- 
undant teifure,— — For, like Lucretius'* 
gods, they generally leave the affairs of 
the world to take oaf e of themfelves , under 
the agency of but fecond-beft caufes— or the 
direction of chance , not choice — and their 
minifters take care, or don't take care, of 
all the bufinefs of fiate , without ever troub- 
ling ttam — till -after it is done ~or un- 
done. 

163. Doctor Young laid, that Pope hael 
put AchiUes into petticoats again— — al- 
luding, I fuppofe, to his firft diCJguifo 
among the daughters of Lycomedes, and 
to the fetters of Thyme. 

164. What has furprifed me m oft in hif- 
tory , is , to read of fo few kings who have 
abdicated their thrones — not above a do- 
zen or two at the moft! 

165. I Thirled my felf this morning the 
moment I got out of bed — There happen- 
ed to be a large bier glafs juft before me, 
which expofed me to my felf, fiark naked* 
I had never, in all my life, feen fuch a 
tight before. , 

I am fubject to reflections , and flood , 
for near a minute , philofophizing on my 
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figure, Trithmy artni a-kimbo , refemb- 
ling, both In fhape and. complex ion , one 
of yon* new-fafihioaed brown Dutch tea 
kitchens— but alas ! without a falamander. 

Upon a clofe Scrutiny on allvmy parts* 
1 could fairly account for every inch, 
member, or circum&ance about me, except 
my nipples.— The horfe, the bull , the 
ram — nor even the baboon , which comet 
■eareft to man— —have them not.*— No 
other male animal ' of the creation is in* 
cumbered with fuch parts , as actually ap- 
pear to be of no more ufe to me than they 
are to the lady mothers, mentioned in 
chapter xxxiti. 

166. A folution of the three riddles men- 
tioned in number 135; . 

O del! donn* a man coeur des force$ 

fujfftfantes, 
Pour pouvoir fupporter des douleurs fi 
cuifanUs. 

O mihitam longae maneai pars ultima 

vitac, * 
Spirit us, et quantum fat srit tua dice* 

r* facta ! 



t€4 The KORAN, 

- Fearfirft. mad* gods , the impious atheijl 

« cries, 

.. And f tar unmade them 9 . the divime re* 
plies* ' 

You can eafily fee the contrivance of 
it— -—The initials only of each word are 
let down., and a. dot made foe evcrjr let- 
ter in it. 

■ 1-here make a pre Pent of. this my fterjr to 
the public, for the benefit of the pref*. It 
will be a much better method of defigntag 
■ames that one dares not printout, than 
the common way of A——, B— — , etc*. 
As for example, Suppofe you had been 
abuiing a corrupt minifter till you were tired 
— but indeed, right or wrong, they are 
all abufcd — and then were to conclude 
your fpite, with faying, The man I mean 

is S h, — how readily might one mif- 

take this for Sandwich ? But were it wrote 

thus, S , the obloquy would be ob« 

viated not would the candid public 

fuffer malignity to avail itfelf of the old 

quibble, h non efl litera— while the 

decypherer would foon end the difpute, 
by couftruing it into Sejaiuis, . 
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.167. An explanation of Jbe" infcription 
in number 136: ' .-' -l 

Quo* angiris trifii c6ro cum vulner* 
\ Jiravit, 

Hot Janguis Chrifti mito turn muncrp 
Unfit, 

By comparing thefe<two paflages toge- 
ther,, you may feet bqw artfully tbe middle 
lme*f the fame* ia* made up from parts 
of tbe firft , which ferve equally to anfrver 
do the fragment of the Utter.— .— , Diffi- 
)€iUs mugae. 

. ie*8« Female vanity, -——» fcven Miner- 
va, tbe goddefs of wifdom , is faid to have 
*aft away her pipe,) upon. being told by 
jher : maids of honour, that it ufod to, dif- 
.•compote her- features— and would never 
luffer herfelf to be ferved, as all tbe other 
goddeffes had To notorioufly been, foi fear 
of fpoiling her fbape. 
. 169. A friend) of mine once had conceiv- 
ed * particular aver uon to perfons who 
Lad been bora with red hair. He carried 
ibis ftrange prejudice to an extravagant 
length. He ufed to fay , that be could never 
confide in a friend or a miRrefs of this com* 
The Koran. Vol. III. Z 
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plexjon— Tor that the men were falfe, and 
women frifky. 

An in fiance or two of this kind had 
determined his philofophy, with as much 
reafon as the jockey 9 in an old Story 9 had 
(or the reverfe— who having once met with 
a good horfe , who happened to be cropt- 
eared, pronounced that cropt-eared hor- 
Tes were naturally good,— ; A barber too 
Recommended whlte-hafted razor* from the) 
Tame experience. ' :, 

Red hair is only a ngn—lf it beany fig* 
at all— of warm or lively affections; and 
operates according to the ruling paflion t 
of love , religion , ambition , play , revenge, 
etc. — which differ? equally both in men 
and women of all complexions. And I 
have always found more- virtue in warm 
affections, than in lukewarm ones.— — 
Warm pafllons may be tempered, but cold 
ones can never be brought to Jeeth. 

170. In the Paflion, painted by Michael 
Angelo, the Virgin is finely defcribed* 
according to her peculiar circumftancec— - 
though certainly moft abfurdiy , under the) 
general idea of fuch a fituation. . 
She Bands unmoved, and looking on the 
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fnfiierings of her Son, without grief , with- 
out pity, without regret, without tears— 
becaufe the is fuppofed to hare known 
that the event was to he finally happy. 

What different opinions muft a Chrif- 
tfaa and a Muffulman form of this piece t 

171. Nunc itaque et verfus , et caetera 
ludiera pono ; 
Quodverum > at que dm*ts> curo 9 et rogo, 
et omnis in hoc Jit m. 

Hor. Epist. 

I met lately with the following lines, 
which are, infenfe, andalmoft in words, 
the very fame with the formers 

Hie igitur verfus , et caetera ludiera pono ; 
Quod verum 9 at que bonum eji 9 inquiro 9 
et totus in hoc fum. 

The author of the latter lines was not 
quoted » in the paflage from whence I have 
taken them— which was the Lemma to 
the Idyllia of Theocritus, hrariflated by 
Creech. So that I cannot determine which 
might have been the plagiarift, by com- 
paring their different aeras. 

Is not this a precious morfel for the cri- 

Z 2 
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tics? Let me conjecture about it. My ©pi a 
nion is, that Creech meant to have quo t* 
ed Horace; and Ms memory failing bin*} 
he might have fupplied the verfe out of 
bis own head— as is frequently' the cafe, 
in repeating without book. 

My xeafoii is this. — —Creech t ran f la ted 
Horace, though badly ; but muft certainly 
have remembered the above p adage in 
him— and I cannot fuppbfe that he would 
have taken worfe lines to the fame pur- 
pofe from any other writer. 

Now the verunty afqu* bbnum, in the 
latter diftich , are , in ftrktneCs of phile^ 
fophy , the fame thing. — But there is A , 
beautiful distinction between the perun% 9 
at que decens , in the firft lines. Horace 
joins manners with morals , and adds good- 
breeding to virtue. 

Perhaps the anonymous lines above 
quoted may be in Lucretius— I have read 
but little of him — from whom Horace it 
faid to have borrowed not only his prin- 
ciples of the Epicurean philofophy, but. 
to have taken feveral paffages out of his 
writings— among which this may poffibly 
be one that he has improved. 
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Creech tranflated both of thefe authors, 
and might naturally be fuppofed to have 
been partial to the one which he had the 
beft fuccefs with. 

172. «« As obftinate as a pig in an entry.** 
This would have -been a fitter fimile lor 
Homer to hare applied to Ajax or Die- 
mede- Which is it? for I will not take 
the trouble to look, though the Iliad lies 
mow on my table. 

- Madame Dacier defends the allufion to 
the afs, in fuch a way as deferves not a 
Serious anIWer. — She had much better have 
agreed with Horace* and haye ranked thai 
' iimile under the head of 

Aliquando honus dormitat Homer us. 

173* Aiiftotle's Art *of Poetry is the beft 
efieemed piece 4>f*criticifm among the an* 
cients. How came he to excel both Horace 
and Vida, though better poets, and who 
bad alfo the advantage of Undying him 
before they wrote? 

Becaufe they only copied him — but be 
had copied Nature. — AH his rules , as Pere 
RapinTays, are but nature methodized, 
oc ieafon reduced 10 art. 
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. 174. Some of the altitudes -or depth* of 
philofopby, are, to doubt our fences, to 
difcredit our own eyifteace , and to require 
impoflible demonstrations for fetf-evldent 
propofitioirs. 

.175. The philosopher, € think At wa« 
Des Cartes* who, after a world of deep 
reflection , faid , «« Cogito r ergb fain /• 
might as well have faid, dubtio at ficE, 
and have deduced his ergo front thence a* 
once. — For, in this cafe, to doubt ia to 
be .certain. 

176. See the account of the plays* ftyled 
the Myfterits , defcribed in the preface to> 
Don Quixote. 

Cervantes ridicules penances and prieft- 

craft throughout but knows not where 

to flop. The whipping ofSancho, for 

the disenchantment ofDulcinea, and the 
twitching and pinking him for the refur- 
section of Alttftdera, are profane all ufions.. 

In the latter manoeuvre, when one of 
the executioners pinches bis face, he cries 
out, "Your fingers fmell of vinegar."— 
"And they gave him a fponge, dipt ia 
vinegar, to drink." 

in his laft volume, chapters XVII. and 
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XIX. be has a ftroke at the church , who 
jvill not redeemer abfolve gratis, as thei? 
ib after did. Why f lept the holy inqutfitioa 
jril-thia- white? 

177. I have Teen whole volume* wrott 
againft rhe real pre fence , to prove that 
matter was not capable of ubiquity — and 
.as many more., not to prove that it was. 

This is the way that libraries a*e filled ! 

-or rather fluffed. 1 approve greatly of 

Matter Triglyph's fcheme for one; in chap- 
ter XCV. of the Triumvirate— though poC- 
fibly my own works might have been ex- 
cluded from it. * 

17$. By the canon law, if a cardinal 
be accufed of fornication, there, muft be a, 
feptuagintof witneffes to prove it — So that 
lie rauft kifs a girl at the. market-profs, at 
lead, to be convicted. — How many more 
would be requlfite to convict a pope ? 

179. Socrates has framed an allegory, 
for pleafure, as allied to pain, that re* 
fembles Soriblejrus's defcriptioit of the Lin* 
damira-Indamoro.— For though their faces 
are turned different ways, there is ao 
enjoying one, without communicating with 
the other. 
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may hare milk, without being pregnant, 
or haying had a child. 

i88* I am inpofleffton of a faculty, at 
any time I pleafe, of communicating a 
feniible pleafureto myfelf, without action, 

idea, or reflection by fimple Tolition 

merely.— —The fen Cation is in a degree 
between feeling and titillation, and re» 
fembles the thrilling which permeates the 
joints of the body , upon flretching and 
yawning. 

189. Crabs, lobfters, toads, ferpents, 
fend other animals, have been found in* 
clofed alive , and in full vigour , in compact 
oak, and in folid Hone. 

So that it appears there are creatures 
formed by nature foT refpiration, which, 
yet can fubiift, without air, in a preter- 
natural fiate. 

Were I to have limited myfelf folely to 
fuch extraordinary myfteries in natural 
philofophy as thefe, I could have fupplied 
this part of my work entirely, without 
having applied to any other refort. But I 
thought that a greater variety , under the 
general head of Memorabilia , might hare 
been more amufing to my readers. 
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However , I think that I have furnifhed 
the fpe dilation of the curious with infiancftt 
fufficient, in this latter clafs, to hint to 
infidels, that the common and ebvioua 
courfe of nature comprehends not -all tha 
powers of Providence. " 

Qui Jludet, or at. 

This I have faid, fome where*, before— 
but it can never be too often repeated bf 



Yonr affectionate humble fervamt, 



TRIA JDNCTA IN UNO. 



FINIS. 
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